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2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT6 DECEMBER 2020

THE WORD Year B • Psalter Week 2

The Gospel of Mark opens with 
Jesus as an adult; there are no 
stories about the circumstances 

of his conception and birth. The 
evangelist confronts us immediately 
with the uncomfortable figure of John 
the Baptist and his call to rethink 
our way of life and our priorities, 
especially our relationship with our 
God. By presenting his understanding 
of Jesus as a story, Mark is inviting 
us to become part of the story, to 
involve ourselves in what is going 
on as we read or hear the various 
Gospel episodes. So today we can 
listen to John the Baptist’s preaching 
not simply as something which 
happened a long time ago, but as 
something addressed to each one of 
us individually today. 

The word metanoia, usually translated 
as “repentance”, really means “to 
change one’s way of thinking”. In 
many ways, it is easy to adjust our 
behaviour, to correct faults and adopt 
positive practices. It takes more 
effort, and honesty, to examine our 
attitudes and beliefs and to change 
those. Advent is the time when we are 
invited to think, not so much about 
the baby Jesus, but rather about the 
coming of God the Lord into our lives 
and hearts here and now. We might 
think about our own baptism and 
what that means to us. If we use the 
next three weeks to look at what Jesus 
means to us and draw closer to him in 
friendship, it will be time well spent. n

REFLECT

Our Advent Gospel passage today presents us with the figure 
of John the Baptist. Mark casts him in the mould of the prophet 
Elijah, summoning his listeners to repent and return to the Lord 
their God. 
He is preaching in the wilderness, a place associated in Jewish thought with that period 
during the Exodus when God and the people of Israel enjoyed a relationship of particularly 
close intimacy. However, the main emphasis in this extract is on John as the one who 
heralds the coming of the Messiah and calls on his hearers to prepare themselves for 
the coming of the one they are waiting for. The evangelist may be exaggerating when he 
says that all Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem answered his call, but John is shown 
elsewhere as enjoying widespread respect. 

Mark presents Jesus as the fulfilment of the Jewish scriptures by quoting from the 
prophets Isaiah and Malachi in John’s call to prepare a way for the Lord: John describes 
Jesus as the one who is more powerful than he is, which indicates that although later he 
baptises Jesus, he is not greater than Jesus. John’s baptism is a symbol of the person’s 
willingness to amend their life. The baptism of the one coming who is greater than John 
will be with the Holy Spirit: this Spirit represents the power of God at work to bring about 
holiness in the person, and so represents a deeper renewal than that of the Baptist. This is 
the beginning of the Good News. n 

SAY
Prepare a way for the Lord: 
make his paths straight.
(Mark 1:3; Isaiah 40:3)

Make the Sign of the Cross with holy water 
and think about your baptism: how could 
you deepen your relationship with God 
during Advent?

DO

The Gospel according to Mark has no “infancy narrative”: the evangelist introduces Jesus 
as an adult.

Mark presents John the Baptist in terms of the Old Testament prophet Elijah.

The Old Testament reading at Mass is connected with the reading from the Gospel and 
shows the connection between the Hebrew and Christian scriptures.

LEARN

PREPARE THE WAY! (MARK 1:1-8)

6 December 2020 Year B • Psalter Week 2 Second Sunday of Advent

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O people of Sion, Behold,
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice  
 heard
in the joy of your heart.

COLLECT
Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

“Console my people, console them”
says your God.
“Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her
that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of the  
 Lord
double punishment for all her crimes.”

A voice cries, “Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain,
and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice,
joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear,
say to the towns of Judah, 
“Here is your God.”

Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 84

Response:
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help.
1.  I will hear what the Lord God has to say,

  a voice that speaks of peace,
  peace for his people.
  His help is near for those who fear him
  and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)
2.  Mercy and faithfulness have met;

  justice and peace have embraced.
  Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
  and justice look down from heaven (R.)
3.  The Lord will make us prosper   

  and our earth shall yield its fruit.
  Justice shall march before him
  and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

SECOND READING  2 Peter 3:8-14

A reading from the second letter of Peter

There is one thing, my friends, that you must 
never forget: that with the Lord, “a day” 
can mean a thousand years, and a thousand 
years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow 
to carry out his promises, as anybody else 
might be called slow; but he is being patient 
with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and 
everybody to be brought to change his ways. 
The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the 
elements will catch fire and fall apart, the 
earth and all that it contains will be burnt up.
 Since everything is coming to an end like 
this, you should be living holy and saintly 
lives while you wait and long for the Day of 
God to come, when the sky will dissolve in 
flames and the elements melt in the heat. 
What we are waiting for is what he promised: 
the new heavens and new earth, the place 
where righteousness will be at home. So 
then, my friends, while you are waiting, do 
your best to live lives without spot or stain so 
that he will find you at peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of  
 God.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL  Mark 1:1-8 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Mark.

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the 
book of the prophet Isaiah:

Look, I am going to send my messenger  
   before you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared 
in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem 
made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they 
confessed their sins. John wore a garment 
of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and 
wild honey. In the course of his preaching he 
said, “Someone is following me, someone 
who is more powerful than I am, and I am not 
fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his 
sandals. I have baptised you with water, but 
he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers  
 and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our  
 cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from  
 God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Replenished by the food of spiritual  
 nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, O Lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things  
 of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

This is the time of year when we remember 
that God sent his only son “to serve, not to 
be served”. He restored love and service to 
the centre of our lives in the person of Jesus 
Christ.

Queen Elizabeth II

Relief of St John the Baptist in the Church of San Alessandro della Croce in Bergamo, Italy
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PARISH MATTERS 

Twenty years ago, I went to Egypt for an International meeting of the Jesus Caritas Priests Fraterni-
ty. We spent a few days at the ancient Monastery of Saint Macarius The Great, This is an Coptic 
Orthodox monastery located in Wadi El Natrun, Beheira Governorate, about 92 km  north-west 
of Cairo, and off the highway between Cairo and Alexandria.  The monastery was founded in ap-
proximately 360 AD by Saint Macarius of Egypt, who was the spiritual father to more than 4,000 
monks of different nationalities. The monastery has been continuously inhabited by monks since its 
4th-century founding.  As part of our time there, we each spent a day alone in the desert, with a Bi-
ble and notebook. This was an opportunity for prayer, listening to God. It wasn’t an easy thing to be 
alone with yourself. As I wandered I discovered also hidden in the landscape a hermit cell. I dis-
turbed the monk because I was inadvertently walking across his roof and he came out tow here. 
The noise was coming from. The time at the Monastery of St Macarius was truly memorable for me. 
This all came back to me as I read the words of the Prophet Isaiah in this Sunday’s Liturgy of the 
Word. 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low. Let every cliff be-
come a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind 
shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

From the time of Jesus, men and women have gone to the desert to make the way clear for God to 
come into their hearts. It was through prayer and repentance that the valleys and rough places of 
their hearts were made smooth and easy. The figure of John the Baptist in this Second Sunday of 
Advent is calling us find some desert time to prepare for Christ’s coming.   John’s message was one 
of repentance, metanoia, change, renewal, a return to God.Let your prayer this week be  

God of our freedom, 

Speed our steps as we hasten to meet the advent of your Son; 

Remove the cares that block our way, and let the wisdom from on high be our teacher, as we walk 
as true companions of Jesus.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from 
home.  Linda can access emails via the church 
email so please contact her this way initially. 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our 
parish), Pippa Swan, Fr John Slater, Jennifer Lang, Pauline 
Lilford, Barbara Markham and Patricia Gray 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia 
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia Iannacci, 
Antonio Iannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald & Anna Koeller 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month: 
John Perl; Ben Mutch; Anne Rotter and Martin Dunne 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Helena Bal - RIP (Marta Gocek) 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B) 
Sunday 6th Dec:  2nd Sunday of Advent Mk 1:1-8 
2nd Collection for SVP 
8.00: People of the Parish  
9.30am:  UCM members & families 
11.00am: Long-Castro Family’s welfare 
12.15 pm: Baptism of Andrea Vrishali Anthonyrajah 
6.00 pm Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (UCM Members) 
 
Monday 7th Dec: St Andrew, Apostle Mt 4:18-22 
7.30 am: Welfare of Geoff Smart  
12 noon: Betty Wilson - RIP (Helen Nattrass) 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Tuesday 8th Dec: Feast of the Immaculate Conception
  Lk 10:21-24 
7.30 am: Foundation Mass for Olwen Dixon - RIP 
12 noon: Intentions of Sean Clancy 
1.30pm: Private Interment of Ashes of Pamela  Dodds  
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
7.00 pm: Welfare of Patricia Metcalfe 
 
Wednesday 9th Dec: Feria  Mt 15:29-37 
7.30 am: Welfare of Pauline Lilford 
10.30am: Reconciliation  
12 noon: John Barber - RIP 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Thursday 10th Dec:  St Francis Xavier Mt 7:21,24-27 
7.30 am: Welfare of Sarah Fleet 
12 noon: Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (Nieves Castro) 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Friday 11th Dec:  St John Damascene Mt 9:27-31 
12 noon: Hubert Schlarmann - RIP (Sheila Schlarmann) 
7.30pm: John & Brigid O’Sullivan - RIP (Insall Family) 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Saturday 12th Dec:  Feria Mt 9:35 -Mt 10:1,6-8 
10.30am: Reconciliation - Fr John 
12 noon: Welfare of Monica Tett 
12 noon: Private interment of the Ashes of Margaret  
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Ben Mutch - RIP (1st Anniv) (Mutch Fam) 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B) 
Sunday 13th Dec:  3nd Sunday of Advent  
                (Gaudete Sunday) Mk 1:1-8 
8.00: Welfare of Patty Baxter  
9.30am:  People of the Parish 
11.00am: Michael Reynolds - RIP 
4,00 pm: Confirmation Session in the Hall 
6.00 pm: Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (Nieves Castro) 

EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day  

during Church opening times 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS  
We have contactless giving available in the Parish.  From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically.  Try it 
out to see if it works for you!  The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.  
Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass 
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping. 

Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
You will need a ticket (which is free) if you wish to come 
to one of our Christmas Masses. This weekend you will 
be able to book a place for one of the Christmas Masses 
on our website or by telephoning the parish office on 
Mondays or Fridays from 09h30 to 15h00. 
 

Christmas Eve (Thursday 24th): 6pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. 
 

Christmas Day (Friday 25th) :8am; 9:30am & 11am. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Linda via email 
on canterbury@rcaos.org.uk or phoning the office - 01227 
62896 on Mondays or Fridays 

Fr John and Jesse Tree 
Fr John Howard has done the First of four sessions on 
the Jesse Tree. You can watch this on YouTube  at: 

https://youtu.be/w9NcSEfsauw 

2nd COLLECTION 
The second collection this weekend, 5/6 December will be for 
the SVP Society - the impact of Covid-19 on employment and 
family income, has resulted in an unprecedented number of new 
requests for food and help with fuel bills this month. We are 
most grateful for your generous support, without which we 
would be overwhelmed. 

100 CLUB: It is that time of year when we ask parishioners to 
either renew their membership of or apply to join our 100 Club - 
the laziest way of donating to church funds while still taking a bit 
of a gamble!  Renewal forms are available on our website or via 
email from Linda in the Office.  Closing date for return of the 
renewal forms is Friday, 4th January 2021 and thereafter any 
unclaimed numbers will be allocated to new applicants. 

THANK YOU Thank you to all those who have given donations 
to our Christmas Appeal. The Boxes are being distributed in the 
coming week  

SHOP OPENING HOURS 
Our shop is currently operating from the Hall 
Foyer for safer social distancing.   
Our opening hours are :  
Fri : 11am - 3pm; 
Sat: 10.30am  - 3pm 
Sun: 9am - 1pm. 

100 Club Draw Winners: 
The winners of  our £20 draw for November 2020 are: Erica 
Grace (98) and Catherine Spratley (21). 
Our £250 draw winners for December are: David Evans (17); 
Margaret O’Gorman (89); Kate Gee (84) and Luke Mellor (96) 

MEMORY TREE:  Starting Gaudete Sunday you are invited to 
bring a small label, with the name of a deceased friend or family 
member, to hang on our Memory Tree. Please put your label in 
the box provided in the Narthex or, if the church is not open, 
drop it through the Presbytery Mail Box.  The last date for ac-
cepting labels is Wednesday, 23rd December at 4pm.  All labels 
will be hung on our Memory Tree by volunteers in time for the 
Christmas Masses. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION APPLICATIONS 2021:  Forms are 
available on the parish Webpage under the tab: Journey in Faith 
- Sacraments - Eucharist; or via email from the parish office on 
canterbury@rcaos.org.uk. and  Forms should be completed and 
submitted to the parish office along with the baptism certificate 
of the child before 10 January 2021. 

HCPT UPDATE 
Positive plans are going ahead, Covid measures in place e.g. 
vaccine, full comprehensive insurance etc. for Pilgrimages to 
Lourdes 2021. Our local Children’s Group 87 will be going in the 
October half term (not Easter next year), & our Summer Group 
587 in the late summer, hopefully by then we’ll all be safe. 
HCPT CHRISTMAS 2020 GRAND DRAW. 
To raise funds for the fares for the children we take.  All money 
from the Draw tickets is dedicated to their fares.  It would be 
greatly appreciated if you could sell tickets for us at £1 each (10 
per book)  - available on the table in the Saints Chapel in St 
Thomas’s Church or from anniejudge@hotmail.com or 07866 
515797/01227 700553.  Two short recent videos about HCPT 
are on our media: HCPTV - via  internet or hcptfacebook. 
Missing Carols this year? HCPT Virtual Christmas Carol Ser-
vice .  Watch online at www.hcpt.org.uk/carolservice  from 
Thursday 10th December. Thank you, Annie Judge 
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PARISH MATTERS 

Twenty years ago, I went to Egypt for an International meeting of the Jesus Caritas Priests Fraterni-
ty. We spent a few days at the ancient Monastery of Saint Macarius The Great, This is an Coptic 
Orthodox monastery located in Wadi El Natrun, Beheira Governorate, about 92 km  north-west 
of Cairo, and off the highway between Cairo and Alexandria.  The monastery was founded in ap-
proximately 360 AD by Saint Macarius of Egypt, who was the spiritual father to more than 4,000 
monks of different nationalities. The monastery has been continuously inhabited by monks since its 
4th-century founding.  As part of our time there, we each spent a day alone in the desert, with a Bi-
ble and notebook. This was an opportunity for prayer, listening to God. It wasn’t an easy thing to be 
alone with yourself. As I wandered I discovered also hidden in the landscape a hermit cell. I dis-
turbed the monk because I was inadvertently walking across his roof and he came out tow here. 
The noise was coming from. The time at the Monastery of St Macarius was truly memorable for me. 
This all came back to me as I read the words of the Prophet Isaiah in this Sunday’s Liturgy of the 
Word. 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low. Let every cliff be-
come a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind 
shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

From the time of Jesus, men and women have gone to the desert to make the way clear for God to 
come into their hearts. It was through prayer and repentance that the valleys and rough places of 
their hearts were made smooth and easy. The figure of John the Baptist in this Second Sunday of 
Advent is calling us find some desert time to prepare for Christ’s coming.   John’s message was one 
of repentance, metanoia, change, renewal, a return to God.Let your prayer this week be  

God of our freedom, 

Speed our steps as we hasten to meet the advent of your Son; 

Remove the cares that block our way, and let the wisdom from on high be our teacher, as we walk 
as true companions of Jesus.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from 
home.  Linda can access emails via the church 
email so please contact her this way initially. 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our 
parish), Pippa Swan, Fr John Slater, Jennifer Lang, Pauline 
Lilford, Barbara Markham and Patricia Gray 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia 
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia Iannacci, 
Antonio Iannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald & Anna Koeller 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month: 
John Perl; Ben Mutch; Anne Rotter and Martin Dunne 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Helena Bal - RIP (Marta Gocek) 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B) 
Sunday 6th Dec:  2nd Sunday of Advent Mk 1:1-8 
2nd Collection for SVP 
8.00: People of the Parish  
9.30am:  UCM members & families 
11.00am: Long-Castro Family’s welfare 
12.15 pm: Baptism of Andrea Vrishali Anthonyrajah 
6.00 pm Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (UCM Members) 
 
Monday 7th Dec: St Andrew, Apostle Mt 4:18-22 
7.30 am: Welfare of Geoff Smart  
12 noon: Betty Wilson - RIP (Helen Nattrass) 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Tuesday 8th Dec: Feast of the Immaculate Conception
  Lk 10:21-24 
7.30 am: Foundation Mass for Olwen Dixon - RIP 
12 noon: Intentions of Sean Clancy 
1.30pm: Private Interment of Ashes of Pamela  Dodds  
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
7.00 pm: Welfare of Patricia Metcalfe 
 
Wednesday 9th Dec: Feria  Mt 15:29-37 
7.30 am: Welfare of Pauline Lilford 
10.30am: Reconciliation  
12 noon: John Barber - RIP 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Thursday 10th Dec:  St Francis Xavier Mt 7:21,24-27 
7.30 am: Welfare of Sarah Fleet 
12 noon: Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (Nieves Castro) 
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer 
 
Friday 11th Dec:  St John Damascene Mt 9:27-31 
12 noon: Hubert Schlarmann - RIP (Sheila Schlarmann) 
7.30pm: John & Brigid O’Sullivan - RIP (Insall Family) 
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Saturday 12th Dec:  Feria Mt 9:35 -Mt 10:1,6-8 
10.30am: Reconciliation - Fr John 
12 noon: Welfare of Monica Tett 
12 noon: Private interment of the Ashes of Margaret  
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Ben Mutch - RIP (1st Anniv) (Mutch Fam) 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B) 
Sunday 13th Dec:  3nd Sunday of Advent  
                (Gaudete Sunday) Mk 1:1-8 
8.00: Welfare of Patty Baxter  
9.30am:  People of the Parish 
11.00am: Michael Reynolds - RIP 
4,00 pm: Confirmation Session in the Hall 
6.00 pm: Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (Nieves Castro) 

EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day  

during Church opening times 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS  
We have contactless giving available in the Parish.  From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically.  Try it 
out to see if it works for you!  The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.  
Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass 
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping. 

Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
You will need a ticket (which is free) if you wish to come 
to one of our Christmas Masses. This weekend you will 
be able to book a place for one of the Christmas Masses 
on our website or by telephoning the parish office on 
Mondays or Fridays from 09h30 to 15h00. 
 

Christmas Eve (Thursday 24th): 6pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. 
 

Christmas Day (Friday 25th) :8am; 9:30am & 11am. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Linda via email 
on canterbury@rcaos.org.uk or phoning the office - 01227 
62896 on Mondays or Fridays 

Fr John and Jesse Tree 
Fr John Howard has done the First of four sessions on 
the Jesse Tree. You can watch this on YouTube  at: 

https://youtu.be/w9NcSEfsauw 

2nd COLLECTION 
The second collection this weekend, 5/6 December will be for 
the SVP Society - the impact of Covid-19 on employment and 
family income, has resulted in an unprecedented number of new 
requests for food and help with fuel bills this month. We are 
most grateful for your generous support, without which we 
would be overwhelmed. 

100 CLUB: It is that time of year when we ask parishioners to 
either renew their membership of or apply to join our 100 Club - 
the laziest way of donating to church funds while still taking a bit 
of a gamble!  Renewal forms are available on our website or via 
email from Linda in the Office.  Closing date for return of the 
renewal forms is Friday, 4th January 2021 and thereafter any 
unclaimed numbers will be allocated to new applicants. 

THANK YOU Thank you to all those who have given donations 
to our Christmas Appeal. The Boxes are being distributed in the 
coming week  

SHOP OPENING HOURS 
Our shop is currently operating from the Hall 
Foyer for safer social distancing.   
Our opening hours are :  
Fri : 11am - 3pm; 
Sat: 10.30am  - 3pm 
Sun: 9am - 1pm. 

100 Club Draw Winners: 
The winners of  our £20 draw for November 2020 are: Erica 
Grace (98) and Catherine Spratley (21). 
Our £250 draw winners for December are: David Evans (17); 
Margaret O’Gorman (89); Kate Gee (84) and Luke Mellor (96) 

MEMORY TREE:  Starting Gaudete Sunday you are invited to 
bring a small label, with the name of a deceased friend or family 
member, to hang on our Memory Tree. Please put your label in 
the box provided in the Narthex or, if the church is not open, 
drop it through the Presbytery Mail Box.  The last date for ac-
cepting labels is Wednesday, 23rd December at 4pm.  All labels 
will be hung on our Memory Tree by volunteers in time for the 
Christmas Masses. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION APPLICATIONS 2021:  Forms are 
available on the parish Webpage under the tab: Journey in Faith 
- Sacraments - Eucharist; or via email from the parish office on 
canterbury@rcaos.org.uk. and  Forms should be completed and 
submitted to the parish office along with the baptism certificate 
of the child before 10 January 2021. 

HCPT UPDATE 
Positive plans are going ahead, Covid measures in place e.g. 
vaccine, full comprehensive insurance etc. for Pilgrimages to 
Lourdes 2021. Our local Children’s Group 87 will be going in the 
October half term (not Easter next year), & our Summer Group 
587 in the late summer, hopefully by then we’ll all be safe. 
HCPT CHRISTMAS 2020 GRAND DRAW. 
To raise funds for the fares for the children we take.  All money 
from the Draw tickets is dedicated to their fares.  It would be 
greatly appreciated if you could sell tickets for us at £1 each (10 
per book)  - available on the table in the Saints Chapel in St 
Thomas’s Church or from anniejudge@hotmail.com or 07866 
515797/01227 700553.  Two short recent videos about HCPT 
are on our media: HCPTV - via  internet or hcptfacebook. 
Missing Carols this year? HCPT Virtual Christmas Carol Ser-
vice .  Watch online at www.hcpt.org.uk/carolservice  from 
Thursday 10th December. Thank you, Annie Judge 
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