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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

THE WORD

Year B • Psalter Week 1

A VISIT
TO THE
TEMPLE
(LUKE 2:22-40)

The atmosphere of Luke’s two chapters about the circumstances of
Jesus’ birth is very much that of the world of the Hebrew scriptures.
The evangelist emphasises that the Messiah grew up in a family and social setting steeped
in the traditions of Israel. His “parents” and the elderly couple in today’s Gospel episode
represent all that is best in the people, those who are open to the Spirit and to the word of
God. Luke mentions five times “the Law of the Lord” which underlines their fidelity to the
practice of their religion. The scene takes place at the very heart of Israel’s religious focus,
the Temple in Jerusalem.
Simeon is a prophet who indicates in his song that the mission of Jesus will provoke
different reactions: those who encounter Jesus will have to decide whether to accept him
and his message or not. Mary represents the people of Israel, and the sword which will
pierce her soul represents the act of judgement or discernment which will accompany
this encounter: it is the blade which will penetrate the deepest part of the person to see
what she or he is made of, to discover the decision they have come to about Jesus and
his message. It is out of those who welcome Jesus, like Simeon and Anna, that the new
people of God will be composed.
Luke notes that the family returns to Nazareth and that the child grew up like any other, so
the Son of God was a true human being. n

SAY

Mine eyes have seen
the glory of the
coming of the Lord.
(Traditional song)

LEARN
The name Jesus (and its Hebrew form
Joshua) means “the Lord saves”.
Luke often pairs a male and female character
in his writing, for example Simeon and Anna.
The sword which will pierce Mary’s soul is
the sword of judgement, not of sorrow.

REFLECT

L

uke’s infancy narrative has been called “the Gospel in miniature”: all the main
themes which will appear in the story of Jesus and his ministry are stated here
and developed later. One motif which emerges from today’s readings is the
division which Jesus will cause among his hearers. Not everyone by any means will
react in a positive way and their hostility will lead to his death on the cross. Each
person will have to decide whether to accept Jesus or not. Those who welcome him
will form the new people of God.
No one in the Gospel story is a disciple in isolation: even Peter is one of the circle of
disciples. Although each disciple has a personal relationship with Jesus the Master,
we are all members of a wider group, which we call the Church. Luke emphasises
that the righteous characters in the story of Jesus are faithful members of Israel,
deeply attached and devoted to the traditions of their people. The purpose of such
practices is to bring them close to God and to deepen their commitment. We might
remember that the definition of the Church today is “the people of God”. The
purpose of our celebrating the Eucharist together is not just to celebrate our faith (or
simply to fulfil an obligation) but also to give support to our fellow parishioners. If
someone is struggling, it can be an immense help and encouragement to see others
turning up every week. n

DO
Look around at the other people at the
Eucharist: consider how your presence can
be a support to someone who is struggling –
and they to you.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant
lying in a manger.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
O God, who were pleased to give us
the shining example of the Holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them
in practising the virtues of family life and in
the bonds of charity,
and so, in the joy of your house,
delight one day in eternal rewards.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING

Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3

A reading from the book of Genesis.
The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a
vision, “Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield;
your reward will be very great.”
“My Lord,” Abram replied “what do you
intend to give me? I go childless...” Then Abram
said, “See, you have given me no
descendants; some man of my household will
be my heir.” And then this word of the Lord was
spoken to him, “He shall not be
your heir; your heir shall be one of your own
flesh and blood.” Then taking him outside he
said, “Look up to heaven and count
the stars if you can. Such will be your
descendants” he told him. Abram put his faith in
the Lord, who counted this as making
him justified.
The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had
said, and did what he had promised her. So
Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in
his old age, at the time God had promised.
Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the
son to whom Sarah had given birth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 104

Response:
He, the Lord, is our God.
He remembers his covenant for ever.
1. Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name,
		 make known his deeds among the
			peoples.
		 O sing to him, sing his praise;
		 tell all his wonderful works! (R.)
2. Be proud of his holy name,
		 let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.
		 Consider the Lord and his strength;
		 constantly seek his face. (R.)

3.
		
		
		
4.
		
		
		

Remember the wonders he has done,
his miracles, the judgements he spoke.
O children of Abraham, his servant,
O sons of the Jacob he chose. (R.)
He remembers his covenant for ever,
his promise for a thousand generations,
the covenant he made with Abraham,
the oath he swore to Isaac. (R.)

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:8.11-12.17-19
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to
set out for a country that was the inheritance
given to him and his descendants,
and that he set out without knowing where he
was going.
It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of
being past the age, was made able to conceive,
because she believed that he
who had made the promise would be faithful
to it. Because of this, there came from one
man, and one who was already as good as
dead himself, more descendants than could be
counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the
grains of sand on the seashore.
It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the
test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his
only son even though the promises had been
made to him and he had been told: It is through
Isaac that your name will be carried on. He was
confident that God had the power even to raise
the dead; and so,
figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac
from the dead.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
At various times in the past
and in various different ways,
God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets;
but in our own time, the last days,
he has spoken to us through his Son.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Luke 2:22-40

(For shorter form, read between ><)
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to
Luke.
>When the day came for them to be purified as
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of
Jesus took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord< – observing what
stands written in the law of the Lord: Every
first-born male must be consecrated to
the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in
accordance with what is said in the Law of the
Lord, a pair of turtle doves or two
young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was
a man named Simeon. He was an upright
and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death until he had set eyes on
the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit
he came to the Temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what
the Law required, he took him into his arms and
blessed God; and he said:
“Now, Master, you can let your servant go
		 in peace,
just as you promised;
because my eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared for all the nations
		 to see,
a light to enlighten the pagans
and the glory of your people Israel.”
As the child’s father and mother stood there
wondering at the things that were being said
about him, Simeon blessed them and said
to Mary his mother, “You see this child: he is
destined for the fall and for the rising of many in
Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that
the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.”
There was a prophetess also, Anna, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over,
she had been married for seven years before
becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four
years old and never left the Temple, serving
God night and day with fasting and prayer.
She came by just at that moment and began
to praise God; and she spoke of the child to
all who looked forward to the deliverance of
Jerusalem.
>When they had done everything the Law of
the Lord required, they went back to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the
child grew to maturity, and he was filled with
wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.
The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of
conciliation,
humbly asking that,
through the intercession of the Virgin Mother
of God and Saint Joseph,
you may establish our families firmly in your
grace and your peace.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Our God has appeared on the earth, and 		
lived among us.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Bring those you refresh with this heavenly
Sacrament,
most merciful Father,
to imitate constantly the example of the Holy
Family,
so that, after the trials of this world,
we may share their company for ever.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

NEWSLETTER

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
home. Linda can access emails via the church
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
email so please contact her this way initially.
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com
St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGES JUST FOR THIS
WEEK
6..00pm (Vigil): John & Pat Ware - RIP (Annie & John Judge)
Sunday 27th Dec: Feast of the Holy Family Lk2: 22-40
8.00:
Intentions of Mary Wright & welfare of family
and friends (Mary Wright)
9.30am: People of the Parish
11.00am: A. Charles & Philip Ryan - RIP (Pauline)
6.00 pm: Welfare of Geoffrey Smart
Monday 28th Dec: The Holy Innocents
Mt 2:13-18
Public Holiday
10.00am: Keith Purbrick - RIP (Sue Purbrick)
11.00am Baptism of Francis & Daniel Harrigan
Tuesday 29th Dec: St Thomas of Canterbury
Lk 22: 24-30
12 noon: Welfare of Fr Jeff Cridland (Sue Purbrick)
7.30 pm People of the Parish
Wednesday 30th Dec: Feria
Lk 2: 36-40
10.30am: Reconciliation
12 noon: Gemma Castro’s intentions on her birthday
Thursday 31st Dec: St Sylvester, Pope
Jn 1: 1-18
7.30am: David Todd - health & wellbeing (Jenny Todd)
12 noon: John Wilkins - RIP (Jo)
2021
Friday 1st January: Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Lk 2: 16-21
10.00am: Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family)
Saturday 2nd Jan: St Basic the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen
Jn 1: 19-28
10.30am: Reconciliation (Fr John)
12 noon: Family & Friends (Metcalfe)
6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish
Sunday 3rd Jan: 2nd Sunday after the Nativity
Mt 2: 1-2
8.00:
For the Intentions of Joan Blows
9.30am: UCM members and their families
11.00am: John Higham -RIP (Cherry Stone)
6.00 pm: Thanksgiving (Nwahin’s Family)
Wednesday 6th January: The Epiphany of the Lord is
a Holy Day of Obligation Masses will be at
9.30am & 12 noon

PARISH MATTERS
Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our
parish), Pippa Swan, Fr John Slater, Jennifer Lang, Pauline
Lilford, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray and Patrick Sellars.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny,
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia Iannacci,
Antonio Iannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald ,Anna Koeller and Fr Michael
Gwinnell
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
John Perl; Ben Mutch; Anne Rotter and Martin Dunne
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION APPLICATIONS 2021: Forms are
available on the parish Webpage under the tab: Journey in Faith
- Sacraments - Eucharist; or via email from the parish office on
canterbury@rcaos.org.uk. Forms should be completed and
submitted to the parish office together with the baptism certificate of the child before 10 January 2021.
100 CLUB: It is that time of year when we ask parishioners to
either renew their membership of or apply to join our 100 Club the laziest way of donating to church funds while still taking a bit
of a gamble! Renewal forms are available on our website
(under Giving) or via email from Linda in the Office. Closing
date for return of the renewal forms is Friday, 4th January 2021
and thereafter any unclaimed numbers will be allocated to new
applicants. Email or phone Linda if you have questions.
The Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from 8
December 2020, to 8 December 2021. We shall have more on
this in the New Year but for now here is the prayer to St Joseph
given to us by Pope Francis:
Prayer to St Joseph
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

From Fr Anthony ...

I hope you are enjoying Christmas. The Liturgical Calendar tells me that the Season of Christmas
ends on Sunday 10th January with the Baptism of the Lord. Do try to follow the rhythm of the season. Father John and myself would like to thank you for all the kind cards and presents that we received from you. It has been good to have Monsignor Canon John sharing this time with us and he
thanks you for all your cards and gifts too. It a great joy to receive them and we will of course remember you in our prayers. We would like to say again a big thank you to all those who have volunteered in the past months to enable the church to remain open. It is essential that we make sure the
church is a safe environment for those who wish to pray. I was very anxious about how things would
pan out regarding attendance at the Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. God is good
and every thing seemed to go well and it was good to see some old faces. I would like to thank especially Linda Scott and Paul Spratley for their work in organising the ticketing of these Masses. Not
an easy task!
I have already heard from one or two of our older parishioners that they have already received the
first dose of the vaccination. Also I have had one or two people who have asked for prayers for dear
ones who have the virus. Let us keep them in your prayers especially.
Archbishop’s Letter
Today, the Feast of the Holy Family we have a Pastoral letter from Archbishop John Wilson.
This will be read at all Masses today. In it he writes:
The home life of the Lord Jesus, of His mother, the Virgin Mary, and of His foster father, St Joseph,
teaches us the importance of ‘compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.’ We
want to love as they love, to sit in the classroom of the Gospel and learn from Christ, inspired by the
fidelity of Mary and Joseph. These qualities are the sure coordinates to guide us forward. The Holy
Family was a real family. ‘Tears and smiles, like us,’ they knew, each in their own way. All our experiences of family, and of our relationships within them, form a school where our understanding of
holiness can deepen, where, modelled on Christ, we are trained how to love evermore generously.
Every family needs help, especially when its members face difficulties and struggles. Above all,
each of us, no matter what our age or circumstances, needs to know that we are loved and that we
belong. This is why the Church matters, as a family for everyone, a place to find and know God’s
love, a place to discover our true home in Christ and with each other.
This humble couple accepted the precious vocation God gave them as parents. This call from God
is alive today. Parents are to protect and nurture new life. They are ‘the first teachers’ of their children ‘in the ways of faith.’ They are also to be ‘the best of teachers, bearing witness to the
faith by what they say and do.’ This is both a gracious invitation and an awesome responsibility.
As they prepare for the baptism of their child, every mother and father should be given a copy of the
Gospel with the words: ‘Receive the Gospel of Christ whose teacher you now are. Believe what
you read, teach what you believe, and practice what you teach.’ The family remains the primary
place for living, teaching, and sharing the Gospel. Daily evangelisation is part of every home centred
on Christ.
Please make sure that our communities are welcoming and supportive to all families, not least those
new to our country or area, those going through brokenness or separation, and those facing poverty
and hardship. The Archbishop ends his letter by writing: “Whatever this New Year brings, let us step
out with ‘compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, united as members of one body.
May the peace of Christ reign in our hearts and in our world.”
Feast of St Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop and Martyr
This coming Tuesday we cannot have our usual sung Vespers in the Crypt of the Cathedral. In its
place we will celebrate Mass at 12 noon and 7.30pm here at St Thomas’. Tomorrow, Sunday, the
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, will be leading a service to be broadcast on Radio 4 at
8.10am. This service will mark the 850th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of St Thomas of Canterbury.

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS
We have contactless giving available in the Parish. From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically. Try it
out to see if it works for you! The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.
Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping.

