Sunday -ilg/fw— Message

THE WORD

REJOICE -
THE LORD IS
NEAR!

(JOHN 1:6-8. 19-28)

Statue of St John the Baptist on the north side of Charles Bridge, one of the most famous
tourist spots in Prague

John the Baptist s, in some ways, a transitional figure: he straddles what
we usually call the Old and New Testaments, by which we mean the
Jewish and Christian scriptures.

He looks backward to the prophets of the Jewish tradition, especially to Elijah, the figure
who represents the prophetic tradition. On the other hand, he looks forward to the coming
of the Christ and functions as his herald, announcing the near arrival of the kingdom of God.

In today’s Gospel episode, we hear how John was a puzzle to those who shared his Jewish
faith: was he, in fact, the Messiah? There seem to have been more than a few people who
thought that he might well be. The leaders of the people send representatives to ask John
to clarify his position, and he states firmly that he is not the Christ, whose sandal-strap he is
not worthy to undo.

The New Testament writers clearly had a difficulty with the figure of John the Baptist and
his relationship to Jesus. John was obviously a significant person at the time and so has a
place in the Gospel tradition. The reading from the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel, the first
paragraph of our extract today, presents him as being sent by God - as a witness. No matter
how important John was in his own right, his place in the tradition is as a subordinate to
Jesus, and once Jesus appears, John's role comes to an end. We might remember that the
most important person in the Gospel tradition is Jesus: all other characters, no matter how
significant, are always presented in relation to Jesus and never in isolation, separated from
him. &

LEARN

In the Fourth Gospel, the term “the Jews"” normally refers to the Jewish leaders who are
hostile to Jesus.

In the Gospel according to John, “to believe” is to make a positive decision for Jesus and his
teaching.

Priests and Levites are figures principally associated with the Temple in Jerusalem.
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REFLECT

omeone once remarked that there
S is no occurrence of the word

“faith” in the Gospel according
to John. This statement is, strictly
speaking, true. The noun “faith” is
not found, but the verb “to believe”
occurs well over 100 times. Faith, in
this sense, is not something that we
possess but rather something we do.
The Creed which we declare together at
the Eucharist is a statement of doctrine,
but faith is essentially a relationship
with God. The evangelist John tells us
throughout his Gospel version that to
believe is to make a choice: it is not a
matter of logic, but rather a personal
decision to accept Jesus and his
teaching.

As we approach the celebration of

the birth of Christ, we might reflect

on this aspect of our Christian life.
Sometimes cradle Catholics say that
they envy people who come to the faith
later in life, because they have had to
make a conscious, adult decision for
themselves in a way that others, born
into Catholic families and raised in a
Christian environment, never had to.
At Christmas, we celebrate the coming
of the light into the world. It is our
choice whether we live in the light or
not. We might make this Christmas an
opportunity to renew that resolution
once more. B

SAY
Rejoice in the Lord always!

(Philippians 4:4)

Look at the state of the roads around your
town: how does their condition reflect your
readiness to welcome Jesus at Christmas?




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say,
rejoice.

Indeed, the Lord is near.

COLLECT

O God, who see how your people

faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,

enable us we pray,

to attain the joys of so great a salvation

and to celebrate them always

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 61: 1-2. 10-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,

for the Lord has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the
poor,

to bind up hearts that are broken;

to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.

“| exult for joy in the Lord,

my soul rejoices in my God,

for he has clothed me in garments of
salvation,

he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,

like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,

like a bride adorned in her jewels.

For as the earth makes fresh things grow,

as a garden makes seeds spring up,

so will the Lord make both integrity and
praise

spring up in the sight of the nations.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Response:
My soul rejoices in my God.

0 My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her
nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed.
(R.)

e The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. (R.)

e He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians

5:16-24

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Thessalonians.

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for
all things give thanks to God, because this is
what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus.

Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the
gift of prophecy with contempt; think before
you do anything — hold on to what is good
and avoid every form of evil.
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May the God of peace make you perfect
and holy; and may you all be kept safe and
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has
called you and he will not fail you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLANMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the
poor.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 1:6-8. 19-28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

A man came, sent by God.

His name was John.

He came as a witness,

as a witness to speak for the light,

so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.

This is how John appeared as a witness.
When the Jews sent priests and Levites

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
he not only declared, but he declared quite
openly, “l am not the Christ.” “Well then,”
they asked “are you Elijah?” “l am not” he
said. “Are you the Prophet?” He answered,
“No."” So they said to him, “Who are you? We
must take back an answer to those who sent
us. What have you to say about yourself?” So
John said, “l am, as Isaiah prophesied:

a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.”

Now these men had been sent by the
Pharisees, and they put this further question
to him, “Why are you baptising if you are

not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the
prophet?” John replied, “I baptise with water;
but there stands among you — unknown to
you - the one who is coming after me; and

| am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.” This
happened at Bethany, on the far side of the
Jordan, where John was baptising.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day
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in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we
pray,

be offered to you unceasingly,

to complete what has begun in sacred mystery

and powerfully accomplish for us your saving
work.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONMMUNION ANTIPHON

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do
not fear.

Behold, our God will come, and he will save
us.

PRAYER AFTER COMIMUNION

We implore your mercy, Lord,

that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of
our faults

and prepare us for the coming feasts.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The pilgrims continue to come. Only God
knows what each one of us brings, and with
what kind of heart. We come mystically to
this cave. We know the mess we bring and
the often distracted heart that brings it. But
this is all we have - all we are. One stretches
out his arms to receive.

Basil M Pennington OCSO

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED

6.00pm (Vigil): Ben Mutch - RIP (1st Anniv) (Mutch Fam)
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B)
Sunday 13th Dec: 3nd Sunday of Advent
(Gaudete Sunday) Jn 1:6-8,19-28

Welfare of Patty Baxter

People of the Parish

Michael Reynolds - RIP

Confirmation Session in the Hall

Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (Nieves Castro)

Monday 14th Dec: St John of the Cross Mt 21: 23-27
7.30 am: Bridie Fiillmore - RIP 10" Anniversary

12 noon: A Charles Ryan - RIP (Pauline Ryan)

6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer

Tuesday 15th Dec: Feria Mt 21: 28-32
12 noon: John Kidman - RIP (Pauline Ventress)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer

Wednesday 16th Dec: Feria Lk 7: 19-23

7.30 am:  Harry Cookson - RIP (Angela Nichols)
10.30am:  Reconciliation - Fr John

12 noon:  Thomas Kottackal - RIP (Betcy)

6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer

7.00 pm:  Penitential Service

Thursday 17th Dec: Feria Mt 1:1-17

7.30 am: L’Arche Kent -welfare

12 noon: Requiem Mass of Ellen Fitz-Gerald (family
and invited guests only at Mass)

6.00 pm Carol Service - live streamed

Friday 18th Dec: Feria Mt 1:18-24

12 noon:
7.30pm:
6.00 pm

Ellen Fitz-Gerald - RIP (Nieves Castro)
Jacqui Nichols - RIP (Angela Nichols)
Live streamed Prayer

Saturday 19th Dec: Feria Lk 1:5-25
10.30am:  Reconciliation - Fr Anthony
12 noon: Tom Nichols - RIP (Angela Nichols)

6.00pm (Vigil): Mary Irwin’s intentions (Dempsey Family)
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B)
Sunday 20th Dec: 4th Sunday of Advent Lk17: 26-36
8.00: People of the Parish
In thanksgiving (Hilary McKernan)
Catherine (Kath) Packer - RIP(Bernard & Fam)
Confirmation Mass
Mass for the Polish Community
for All those suffering from Covid-19

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from
home. Linda can access emails via the church
email so please contact her this way initially.

St Thomas of Canterbury
email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

PARISH MATTERS

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our
parish), Pippa Swan, Fr John Slater, Jennifer Lang, Pauline
Lilford, Barbara Markham and Patricia Gray

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny,
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia lannacci,
Antonio lannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald & Anna Koeller

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
John Perl; Ben Mutch; Anne Rotter and Martin Dunne

100 CLUB: It is that time of year when we ask parishioners to
either renew their membership of or apply to join our 100 Club -
the laziest way of donating to church funds while still taking a bit
of a gamble! Renewal forms are available on our website
(under Giving) or via email from Linda in the Office. Closing
date for return of the renewal forms is Friday, 4th January 2021
and thereafter any unclaimed numbers will be allocated to new
applicants.

Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

You will need a ticket (which is free) if you wish to come to one
of our Christmas Masses. This weekend you will be able to book
a place for one of the Christmas Masses on our website or by
telephoning the parish office on Mondays or Fridays from 09h30
to 15h00.

Christmas Eve (Thursday 24™): 4pm (new addition) 6pm (fully
booked), 9:30pm & 11:30pm.

Christmas Day (Friday 25") :8am; 9:30am & 11am.

If you have any questions, please contact Linda via email on
canterbury@rcaos.org.uk or phoning the office - 01227 62896
on Mondays or Fridays

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION APPLICATIONS 2021: Forms are
available on the parish Webpage under the tab: Journey in Faith
- Sacraments - Eucharist; or via email from the parish office on
canterbury@rcaos.org.uk. and Forms should be completed and
submitted to the parish office along with the baptism certificate
of the child before 10 January 2021.

SVP: last week we were feeling overwhelmed by requests for
practical support. THIS WEEK we are joyously overwhelmed by
your generosity. £990.39! This will make a huge difference to a
number of families struggling right now. THANK YOU.



https://youtu.be/w9NcSEfsauw
mailto:anniejudge@hotmail.com

From Fr Anthony ...

'ThIS Sunday is known as Gaudéte Sunday. The priest wears rose vestments and the on our advent :
nwreath the third candle is pink. Gaudéte comes from the Latin “gaudere”, to rejoice. The flrst words

of the entrance antlphon at Mass today are “rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice”.

Itis a

.,command — “rejoice”. The stresses and strains of dealing with the ramifications of the pandemic do
:not seem to help us to feel joy. How can we be joyful at such a time as this? Some of us are experi-
iencing the loss of people we love, and some know friends and family that are ill from Covid-19. Peo-
'ple are anxious and worried about their livelihood. We are not finding it easy to plan family celebra-
Itlons this Christmas, because of restrictions about who can meet with whom. During the time of
IIockdown some have found it hard to pray and there are those for whom God seems distant. What

is there to rejoice about?

In the first reading from the Book of Isaiah we are given plenty of reasons to rejoice, especially in
these difficult times. The prophet talks about the healing of hearts that are broken, the setting free of
ithose who are captive and in prison and giving good news to those who are poor or afflicted. The
'prophet is calling for a Jubilee year or a year of the Lord’s favour. Jesus read this passage at the
'beginning of his public ministry. He said “today these words are being fulfilled.”

IGod is the one who is here and the one we welcome into our world and our hearts especially this
nyear Jesus, who we wait for and whose coming we herald, is there one who frees us from all that
.keeps us captlve We are prisoners to our addictions, selfishness, bitterness, anger and resentment.
Jesus will give us true freedom today. He is our Sawour. The Saviour is the one who give salves,
which is healing. Thus Jesus is our healer. He is the only one who can make humanity whole. There
iis not just physical sickness but moral sickness in people’s lives today. Jesus is the one who makes
'us whole, frees us from sin and selfishness. In the midst of the darkness, and fear of this present

time let us take heart.

‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow,

nas a garden makes seeds spring up,

.so will the Lord make both integrity and praise
ispring up in the sight of the nations.’

.The mission of the Church, which is the Sacrament of Christ is for us to share the good news of
'Christ’s coming to us to transform our world, our lives and our hearts with his joy.
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EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day
during Church opening times

Fr John and Jesse Tree

Fr John Howard has done the second of four sessions on
the Jesse Tree. You can watch this on YouTube at:
https://youtu.be/w9NcSEfsauw

SHOP OPENING HOURS

Our shop is currently operating from the Hall Foyer
for safer social distancing.

Our opening hours are : Fri : 11am - 3pm;

Sat: 10.30am - 3pm, Sun: 9am - 1pm.
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With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”),
Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of
Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the
occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Jo-
seph” from today, 8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021. We
shall have more on this in the New Year but for now here is the
prayer to St Joseph given to us by Pope Francis:

Prayer to St Joseph
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

HCPT UPDATE

Positive plans are going ahead, Covid measures in place e.g.
vaccine, full comprehensive insurance etc. for Pilgrimages to
Lourdes 2021. Our local Children’s Group 87 will be going in the
October half term (not Easter next year), & our Summer Group
587 in the late summer, hopefully by then we’ll all be safe.
HCPT CHRISTMAS 2020 GRAND DRAW.

To raise funds for the fares for the children we take. All money
from the Draw tickets is dedicated to their fares. It would be
greatly appreciated if you could sell tickets for us at £1 each (10
per book) - available on the table in the Saints Chapel in St
Thomas’s Church or from anniejudge@hotmail.com or 07866
515797/01227 700553. Two short recent videos about HCPT are
on our media: HCPTYV - internet or hcptfacebook. Annie Judge

MEMORY TREE: Starting today you are invited to bring a small
label, with the name of a deceased friend or family member, to
hang on our Memory Tree. Please put your label in the box pro-
vided in the Narthex or, if the church is not open, drop it through
the Presbytery Mail Box. The last date for accepting labels is
Wednesday, 23rd December at 4pm. All labels will be hung on
our Memory Trees at each side of the Crib by volunteers in time
for the Christmas Masses.

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS

We have contactless giving available in the Parish. From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically. Try it
out to see if it works for you! The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.
Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping.
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