HE WORD

Portal of the last judgement of Notre Dame de Paris, France

We come today to the final Sunday in the Church’s year. The Gospel
presents us with a vision of the last judgement, when the Son of Man
comes in glory.

We might note that all the (Gentile, that is, non-Jewish) nations are gathered before the
throne of judgement. The charge sheet does not mention religious duties but rather social
action, or lack of it. One way of looking at this text is to consider that it is dealing with

the salvation of the Gentiles. The twelve apostles have been given the task of judging the
twelve tribes of Israel; it is the place of the Son of Man to judge the Gentiles. The criterion
is how the person has treated the poor, weak and vulnerable members of society. The
surprise on the part of those who have shown mercy shows that there was no ulterior
motive in their acting with compassion: it was simply the right thing to do for a fellow
human being who was suffering.

REFLECT

t John Paul Il once remarked that a society can be judged by how it treats its
S weakest members. Perhaps we might include in this category a range of vulnerable
people: refugees, immigrants, unemployed people, those who are mentally ill, and
so on. The common denominator in such groups, as in those mentioned in the scene
of the last judgement, is that they are, in economic terms, non-productive and therefore
regarded as not worth very much, “the undeserving poor” as the expression used to be.
Yet they have needs, and perhaps the most basic need is to be recognised as a human
being, as a person. Pope Francis has spoken of the importance of seeing faces rather than
just a vast number of anonymous figures. The need to be loved, to be cared for, to have
someone listen to one’s story is greater than the immediate material requirements, as
anyone who spends time visiting people who are sick or those in prison soon discovers.

The last judgement deals with human values. If this is applied to Gentiles, then it must
be relevant to later Gentile Christians as well. But the purpose is not to paint a picture of
the end of time, but rather to spur us on to examine our lives in the here and now. The
Bible emphasises the importance of social justice and care for vulnerable and neglected
people. In this teaching, Jesus is deflecting his disciples’ attention away from himself
and onto the suffering members of society. Not only is he to be found among them,

he is actually identifying himself with them, just as he identified himself with those on
the margins of social and religious life when he shared table-fellowship with them and
scandalised the respectable people of his day. Those who minister to persons in need
often say that they receive more than they give: those who attend to suffering and
marginalised people just because they are suffering and marginalised will be surprised
at the recognition they receive. B
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Whatever you do to the
least of my brothers or
sisters, you do unto me.
(Matthew 25:40)

LEARN

The description of the last judgement is an
apocalyptic vision rather than a parable.

Salvation for all people is presented as
behaving in a decent human manner
towards people in need.

Sheep and goats were often found in the
same flock: goats needed more shelter at
night.

Find a way of helping someone mentioned
in the list at the last judgement, or someone
else who is in need of care or simple
attention.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain,

to receive power and divinity,

and wisdom and strength and honour.

To him belong glory and power for ever and
ever.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God,

whose will is to restore all things

in your beloved Son, the King of the universe,

grant, we pray,

that the whole creation, set free from slavery,

may render your majesty service

and ceaselessly proclaim your praise.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 34:11-12.15-17

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The Lord says this: | am going to look after
my flock myself and keep all of it in view. As a
shepherd keeps all his flock in view when he
stands up in the middle of his scattered sheep,
so shall | keep my sheep in view. | shall rescue
them from wherever they have been scattered
during the mist and darkness. | myself will
pasture my sheep, | myself will show them
where to rest — it is the Lord who speaks. |
shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray,
bandage the wounded and make the weak
strong. | shall watch over the fat and healthy. |
shall be a true shepherd to them.

As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: | will
judge between sheep and sheep, between rams
and he-goats.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22

Response:
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

o The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he give me repose. (R.)

e Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.
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He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name. (R.)

e You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

0 Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:20-26.28

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians.

Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death
came through one man and in the same way
the resurrection of the dead has come through
one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all
men will be brought to life in Christ; but all

of them in their proper order: Christ as the
first-fruits and then, after the coming of Christ,
those who belong to him. After that will come
the end, when he hands over the kingdom to
God the Father, having done away with every
sovereignty, authority and power. For he

must be king until he has put all his enemies
under his feet and the last of the enemies to
be destroyed is death. And when everything is
subjected to him, then the Son himself will be
subject in his turn to the One who subjected all
things to him, so that God may be all in all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLANMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessings on him who comes in the name of
the Lord!

Blessings on the coming kingdom of our
father David!

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 25:31-46

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of
Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the
angels, then he will take his seat on his throne
of glory. All the nations will be assembled
before him and he will separate men one from
another as the shepherd separates sheep from
goats. He will place the sheep on his right

hand and the goats on his left. Then the King
will say to those on his right hand, ‘Come, you
whom my Father has blessed, take for your
heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the
foundation of the world. For | was hungry and
you gave me food; | was thirsty and you gave
me drink; | was a stranger and you made me
welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick and
you visited me, in prison and you came to see
me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in reply,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you; or thirsty and give you drink? When did
we see you a stranger and make you welcome;
naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go
to see you? And the King will answer, ‘I tell you
solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did it to
me.” Next he will say to those on his left hand,
‘Go away from me, with your curse upon, to the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
For | was hungry and you never gave me food; |
was thirsty and you never gave me anything to
drink; | was a stranger and you never made me
welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick
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and in prison and you never visited me.” Then it
will be their turn to ask, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick
or in prison, and did not come to your help?’
The he will answer, ‘I tell you solemnly, in so far
as you neglected to do this to one of the least
of these, you neglected to do it to me.” And they
will go away to eternal punishment, and the
virtuous to eternal life.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice

by which the human race is reconciled to you,

we humbly pray

that your Son himself may bestow on all
nations

the gifts of unity and peace.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord sits as King for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

PRAYER AFTER CONMIMUNION

Having received the food of immortality,

we ask, O Lord,

that, glorying in obedience

to the commands of Christ, the King of the
universe,

we may live with him eternally in his
heavenly Kingdom.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are

copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
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&_ '@ 59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ home. Linda can access emails via the church

email so please contact her this way initially.

N Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
M Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury
o Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk

;’Z Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
£ Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
§° St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON
University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

Diocesan

Shring”
7,

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED PARISH MATTERS

6.00pm (Vigil): John Aitken-Gray - RIP Please remember in your prayers:
Sunday 22nd Nov: Our Lord, Jesus Christ, Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa

) King of the Universe Mt 25:31-46|} |ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat
There will be no Mass celebrated at 8.00am or 6.00pm Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan

9.30am: Foundation Mass - Gill Family - RIP Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy
1.1.00ar;1: People of the Parish Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our

6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer parish), Pippa Swan, Fr John Slater and Jennifer Lang

Monday 23rd Nov: St Clement |, Pope Lk21:1-4 Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,

8.00 am: Pamela - RIP (Carol & Kevin) Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
12 noon: F_rances & Michael-Joe Keavney - RIP Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude

6.00 pm  Live streamed Prayer Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,

Tuesday 24th Nov: Sts Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, & Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny,

Companions Lk 21:5-11 Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia
12 noon: Phil & Frank Basquil (Tessa Metcalfe) Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, John O’Driscoll,
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer Pia lannacci and Antonio lannacci
Wednesday 25th Nov: St Catherine of Alexandria Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:

) . . Lk 2__1-'12'79 Francis Sullivan, Margaret Bromley and Bernard Sullivan
8.00 am: the Safe delivery of Baby Picozzi (Apriil 2021)
12 noon: John Delaney - RIP o SAFEGUARDING / DISCLOSURE & BARRING SERVICE -
5.00 pm: Red Wednesday Church illumination VOLUNTEERS.
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer Our parish is blessed in having a large number of volunteers
carrying out a variety of roles, e.g. sacristans, catechists, flower

Thursday 26th Nov: Feria Lk 21:20-28 arrangers, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, mem-
8.00 am: Antonio & Pia lannacci - RIP (Colm Fearon) bers of the SVP etc; most however do not require DBS clear-
12 noon: Thanksgiving ance.

The Catholic Church in England & Wales intends to put into
place, a framework providing a stricter oversight of volunteers
who may have any contact, in that role, with children and other

6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer

Friday 27th Nov: Feria Lk 21:29-33 vulnerable groups.
12 noon: Maureen Donegan (James McGovern) The parish record of successful DBS applications, dates back to
7.30pm: for Holy Souls 2007. For a variety of reasons, many listed, no longer undertake
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer the role they received DBS clearance.

The safeguarding office of the Archdiocese, have therefore
Saturday 28th Nov: Feria Lk 21:34-36 asked our parish to provide a current list of parishioners who

received DBS clearance and who wish to continue to actively
volunteer, when normality is reached, after Covid19.
REQUEST: May | therefore ask you to contact and advise me of

your continuing commitment, by the 30™ November 2020, to the
THE SEASON OF ADVENT (B) following e-mail:- Canterburysg2@safequardrcaos.org.uk
Sunday 29th Nov: 1st Sunday of Advent Mk 713:33-37 Thank you! Peter R M Jones (Parish Safeguarding Rep)

There will be no Mass celebrated at 8.00am or 6.00pm

12 noon: Thanksgiving (Jaitty)
6.00pm (Vigil): Welfare of Caine Libin

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

9.30am:  Hannah Loughran - RIP (Tony Loughran) The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by ap-

11.00am: Deceased sisters & brothers of Nora King pointment only. Please contact the priests via email at

6.00 pm  Live streamed Prayer canterbury@rcaos.org.uk or leave a phone message

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by appointment with a return number on 01227 462896

only. Please contact the priests via email at canter-

bury@rcaos.org.uk PARISH OFFICE - Linda is working from home so is unable to
EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT respond to office telephone answer machine messages immedi-

We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day ately but can respond to emails at Canterbury@rcaos.org.uk.
during Church opening times Thank you for your patience and understanding.
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From Fr Anthony ...

.This time, last year, a group of us from the parish were on pilgrimage in the Holy Land. On the solemnity |
iof Christ the King, we joined the local Catholic Community at the Church of the Annunciation, in Beit
'Jala, which is part of Bethlehem. It was a joyous and uplifting celebration. At the offertory, the children
iprocessed into the church and all were wearing crowns following someone carrying a large picture of
\Christ the King. At that Mass, | felt a great sense of being united in Jesus, the Lord of love, who truly

reigns in our hearts.

It was fitting that we should have been in Bethlehem for this feast, as Bethlehem is known as the City of

:David who was the shepherd king. Jesus is the new shepherd king of the entire universe. In the first
ireading for this feast today, Ezekiel gives us a parable of the shepherds and the sheep. The prophet

'speaks out about the shepherds of the people of Israel, their leaders, who have misled the people. That
iis why they are in exile. Ezekiel tells them that God will punish the shepherds and take care of the sheep

shimself. He will tend them and care for them. He will seek out those who have strayed and care for the

isick and the injured. The prophet also warned “As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: | will judge be-
'tween sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats.” In the Gospel today, we see Jesus carrying out

'what Ezekiel had threatened, the separation of the sheep and the goats.

/In the reading of St Paul’s first letter to Corinthians, he reminds us we are not without any of the gifts of
'the Holy Spirit, which will keep us ‘steady and without blame until the last day’ These gifts of the Holy
:Spirit enable us to carry out the work of bringing about God’s Kingdom of love, justice and peace.

'There will be individual judgement for us all. The Lord is kind and merciful and always cares for his flock

'and will continue to do so but we have a responsibility to care for one another. In the Gospel today, the

iemphasis is on the corporeal works of mercy. What is asked of us is a loving response to people’s most

\basic needs; food, water, clothing, shelter and, as the recent pandemic lockdowns have shown, human

,care and tenderness. What Jesus is talking about here are sins of omission, failing to do works of mercy.

'When we have failed to love our neighbour in these ways, we have failed to love God.

P.S. Thank you to all who sent messages, cards and prayers on the occasion of my 70th birthday. |

was deeply touched by your thoughtfulness.

Fr Anthony.
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EVENING PRAYER:- live streamed each evening at 6pm except
Saturdays. If you have people or intentions that you wish us to
mention at the intercessions, email the office: canter-
bury@rcaos.org.uk and we will include them.

SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS

Father Anthony is available to sign school forms for St Thomas’
Primary at the Presbytery on Friday, 4th December from 4pm
to 6pm. No booking required - please wear a face mask!

Christians together in Canterbury Seekiing a piano teacher
Svenja Powell writes: “we are looking for a kind person who
would be able to give piano lessons to a young, male, Syrian
refugee. He has quite good English skills and his own keyboard.
He is trying to teach himself and would love to have some les-
sons but can’t afford them. If you can help please email Svenja
on svenjapowell@live.co.uk

For Sale: L’Arche Nativity figures. Set of 12 (holy family, 3
kings, 3 shepherds, 3 animals) about 5 to 10cm high. Ready for
painting. Complete with brush and acrylic paints. Gift wrapped.
£12 call Maurice Carmody on 01227 643025.

MARY’S MEALS JOB VACANCY: Mary’s Meals has an open-
ing for a Supporter Engagement Officer in London - details
available on the website:https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/useful-
links/work-for-us/supporter-engagement-officer-london

RED WEDNESDAY:

This Wednesday, (25th) is Red Wednesday, which the Church
designates for us to remember the tens of millions of Christians
who go in fear of their life because of their Faith.

Along with buildings all over Britain and the world, St Thomas
will be lit up in red. Were it not for lockdown, we would be hold-
ing a vigil service outside the church. Aid to the Church in Need
(ACN) are the driving force behind this. They are highlighting
one case to illustrate the plight of so many.

13 year old Catholic, Maira Shahbaz, was abducted in Pakistan,
raped, forced into ‘marriage’ then pimped to her husband’s
friends and associates. She courageously escaped but she and
her family are in hiding. The Pakistani lower courts upheld her
husband’s claim that she had converted to Islam. Fortunately,
ACN has taken on her case and a higher court has overturned
this and ordered police protection. ACN is now campaigning for
Maira and her mother to be granted asylum.

If you wish to support the work of ACN from Syria to Pakistan to
Africa, these are things you could do to mark Red Wednesday:

¢ Wear an item of red and share your photo on social media
with the hashtag #RedWednesdayAtHome

¢ Place a lit red candle (safely) in a window as a sign of hope
4 Raise awareness and money — visit www.acnuk.org

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS

We have contactless giving available in the Parish. From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically. Try it
out to see if it works for you! The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.

Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping.

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to
CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.
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