15 NOVEMBER 2020

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE WORD

Year A • Psalter Week 1

BURIED
TALENTS
(MATTHEW 25:14-30)

Jesus continues his teaching on the coming of the kingdom of God
with the parable of the landowner and the servants to whom he
gives a portion of his resources and the judgement which ensues
when he returns.
This is not a story urging self-improvement, but is another warning about the return of the
Son of Man. This is indicated by the change in the way the main character is described.
At the beginning, he is referred to simply as “a man”: but the third servant buries “his
master’s” money. The term “master” is Kyrios in Matthew’s original Greek text and can
also be understood as “Lord”, and is used for the rest of the narrative. Thus we can see
that there is more to the message than meets the eye. The fate of the third servant is to be
cast out of the household without a reference. He may be free of his tyrannical employer,
but the chances of his finding another position at all, far less one at the level he previously
enjoyed, are practically nil, hence the parable ends with a note about frustration, with
“weeping and gnashing of teeth”.
It is worth noting that the master does not dispute the third servant’s description of him.
However, once his sharp practices are set out in public, the usual social conventions have
been breached and punishment is sure to follow. We should, therefore, be careful about
allegorising, that is, seeing corresponding details in every aspect of the parable. n

LEARN
The word “talent” originally referred to a
large sum of money.
It passed into English usage as meaning a
special aptitude or gift, due to the influence
of this parable.
“Throw him out into the dark”refers to
condemnation at the last judgement.

DO
When you hear on the news or in
conversation about a whistle-blower,
remember the person in your prayers.

SAY
Do not put me to that kind
of test.

REFLECT

T

here are several possible themes
running through this parable, most
of which do not concern us today.
The word “talent” refers, originally, to a
considerable sum of money, but passed
into English with the sense of innate
ability, thanks to this story. The third
servant may well be in the same position
as someone who discovers that she or
he is working for a boss or a firm whose
working practices are fundamentally
dishonest. We noticed that the central
figure in the parable does not disagree
with his servant’s assessment of himself as

“a hard man”, reaping and gathering from
what was not his own. Did he commend
the other two stewards, who doubled their
amounts, for pursuing similar policies
and exploiting other people? In that
case, depositing the money in the bank
would be the best way of avoiding such
behaviour, but the third individual does not
want to co operate in any way at all. If so,
then he is perhaps not to be condemned
as lazy or irresponsible, but rather
commended for acting in an honourable
way, according to his conscience.

We know that there are people who
are caught in such a dilemma today. To
take a stand as a whistle-blower takes
a tremendous amount of courage,
especially for a person who has family
responsibilities. The “sensible” advice
would be to remain silent, to keep one’s
head down: but sometimes the situation
cries out for justice and for the help of the
Holy Spirit for the person concerned. n

15 November 2020

Year A • Psalter Week 1

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and
not of affliction.
You will call upon me, and I will answer you,
and I will lead back your captives from every
place.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to
you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Proverbs 31:10-13.19-20.30-31
A reading from the book of Proverbs.
A perfect wife – who can find her?
She is far beyond the price of pearls.
Her husband’s heart has confidence in her,
from her he will derive no little profit.
Advantage and not hurt she brings him
all the days of her life.
She is always busy with wool and with flax,
she does her work with eager hands.
She sets her hands to the distaff,
her fingers grasp the spindle.
She holds out her hand to the poor,
she opens her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty;
the woman who is wise is the one to praise.
Give her a share in what her hands have
worked for,
and let her works tell her praises at the city
gates.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 127

Response:
O blessed are those who fear the Lord.

1.
		
		
		

O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. (R.)

2.
		
		
		

Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. (R.)

3.
		
		
		
		

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

So now, take the talent from him and give it to
the man who has five talents. For to everyone
who has will be given more, and he will have
more than enough; but from the man who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. As for
this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out
into the dark, where there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth.’”

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Thessalonians.

>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

You will not be expecting us to write anything
to you, brothers, about “times and seasons”,
since you know well that the Day of the Lord is
going to come like a thief in the night. It is when
people are saying, “How quiet and peaceful
it is” that the worst suddenly happens, as
suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant
woman; and there will be no way for anybody
to evade it.
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my
brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a
thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons of
the day: we do not belong to the night or to the
darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as
everyone else does, but stay wide awake and
sober.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Even if you have to die, says the Lord,
keep faithful, and I will give you
the crown of life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Matthew 25:14-30

(For shorter form, read between > <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
>Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his
way abroad who summoned his servants and
entrusted his property to them. To one he gave
five talents, to another two, to a third one; each
in proportion to his ability. Then he set out.<
“The man who had received the five talents
promptly went and traded with them and made
five more. The man who had received two made
two more in the same way. But the man who
had received one went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money.
>“Now a long time after, the master of those
servants came back and went through his
accounts with them. The man who had received
the five talents came forward bringing five
more. ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five
talents; here are five more that I have made.’
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant; you have shown you
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you
with greater; come and join in your master’s
happiness.’ < Next the man with two talents
came forward. ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘you entrusted
me with two talents; here are two more that I
have made.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have shown you
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you
with greater; come and join in your master’s
happiness.’ Last came forward the man who had
one talent. ‘Sir’, said he, ‘I had heard you were
a hard man, reaping where you have not sown
and gathering where you have not scattered; so
I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in
the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it
back.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked
and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where
I have not sown and gather where I have not
scattered? Well then, you should have deposited
my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have recovered my capital with interest.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted
to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred
mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

NEWSLETTER

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
home. Linda can access emails via the church
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
email so please contact her this way initially.
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com
St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
6.00pm (Vigil): Rita Dempsey - RIP (Al and Tim)
Sunday 15th Nov Thirty-Third Sunday (A) Mt 25:1-13
There will be no Mass celebrated at 8.00am or 6.00pm
9.30am: Mrs Margaret Ward - RIP (Mrs Strein)
11.00am: for the Carr Family’s intentions
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Monday 16th Nov: St Edmund of Abingdon Lk18:35-43
8.00 am: Sislaine John Louis (Micheline Amboisine & Fam)
12 noon: Welfare of Caine Libin
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Tuesday 17th Nov: St Elizabeth of Hungary Lk 19:1-10
12 noon: Private Intentions
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Wednesday 18th Nov: The Dedication of the Basilicas
of Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles
Lk 19:11-28
8.00 am: Welfare of Patty Baxter (Joan Blows)
12 noon: for Hannah (Bridget)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Thursday 19th Nov: Feria
Lk 19:41-44
8.00 am: For the Holy Souls
12 noon: Noronha & Correa Families - RIP(Noronha Fam)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Friday 20th Nov: Feria
Lk19:45-48
12 noon: Michael Goggin - RIP (2nd Anniv) (Cyn Goggin)
7.30pm: Mrs Sebastian - RIP (Francis Family)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Saturday 21st Nov:
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Lk 20:27-40
12 noon: Maurice Silcock - RIP (Cherry)
6.00pm (Vigil): John Aitken-Gray - RIP
Sunday 22nd Nov: Our Lord, Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe Mt 25:31-46
There will be no Mass celebrated at 8.00am or 6.00pm
9.30am: Foundation Mass - Gill Family - RIP
11.00am: People of the Parish
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
No Sacrament of Reconciliation offered during November
EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day
during Church opening times

PARISH MATTERS
Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our
parish), and Pippa Swan
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny,
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman and John O’Driscoll
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
Francis Sullivan, Margaret Bromley and Bernard Sullivan
CHURCH OPENING TIMES AND LIVE STREAMING
DURING NOVEMBER 2020:
Monday to Thursday:
9:30 - 11:30am: Church Open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 Noon:
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
1pm - 3pm:
Church open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
6pm:
Evening Prayer live streamed (no congr.)
Friday:
9:30 - 11:30am: Church Open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 Noon:
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
1pm - 3pm:
Church open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
6pm:
Evening Prayer live streamed (no congr.)
7.30pm
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
Saturday:
9:30 - 11:30am: Church Open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 Noon:
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
1pm - 3pm:
Church open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
6pm:
Live Streamed Mass (no congregation)
Sunday:
9:30am
Live streaming Mass (no congregation)
11am
Live streaming Mass (no congregation)
6pm:
Evening Prayer live streamed (no congr.)
Church not open on Sunday
Weekday Morning Mass at 8.00am will be live streamed on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

From Fr Anthony ...
Here today we have another parable of Jesus that challenges us.
It is important to understand what a talent is worth. Scripture scholars suggest that one silver talent is worth
about 15 to 20 years of a labourer’s wages. This a lot of money. It is also worth noting that the Master entrusted the talents according to the individual’s ability. Brant Pitre, in his commentary, says of the response
of the third servant to the Master on his return when he says “I heard you were a hard man, reaping where
you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered” that he is insulting the Master, accusing
him of being a kind of thief, taking what does not belong to him. The servant’s response was one of fear. It
was an irrational act to bury such a large sum of money in the ground given by the generous master. He
seems to have a twisted vision of the Master. He is afraid of him.
What is my response to God’s overwhelming generosity to me? Am I fearful? What have I done or what am I
doing with all that Jesus has given to me? Let’s not wait for further instructions, at the end of our life. Let us
act now, be creative and resourceful with all that be, have and are. We can’t hesitate about sharing the
Good News of God’s loving kindness. We need to tell the world, today, NOW. If we don’t, it is like digging a
hole and burying the talent.
Loving Lord give me the grace to understand the urgency of the Good News.
Help me to act now, to be resourceful and use my life and all that I have been given.
Help me to be enthusiastic about the Good News of your Loving Kindness.
Help me to see and understand how important it is to tell the world the Good News of the amazing, abundant
gifts that we have all been given.
EVENING PRAYER:- will be live streamed each evening
at 6pm except Saturdays. This will be either the Rosary or
Evening prayer- we will let you know via the newsletter.
Even if you are sitting down to your supper at 6pm please
join us in a moment of prayer for healing for those who
are suffering from Covid-19, those who care for the sick
and the elderly and that God’s mercy and love may fill the
hearts of all.
If you have any people or intentions that you wish us to
mentions at the intercessions, please email the office canterbury@rcaos.org.uk and we will include them.
SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS
Father Anthony is available to sign school forms for St Thomas’
Primary at the Presbytery on Friday, 4th December from 4pm
to 6pm. No booking required - please wear a face mask!
CHURCH SHOP - Unfortunately, our Church shop has
had to close during this second lockdown but we will be
reopening as soon as permissible - Watch this space!
PARISH OFFICE - Linda is working from home so is unable to
respond to office telephone answer machine messages immediately but can respond to emails at Canterbury@rcaos.org.uk.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.
NOVEMBER PRAYER LISTS FOR THE DEAD. Prayer lists are
available in the Saints’ Chapel and can be placed in the Box on
the Sanctuary under the Altar.

MARY’S MEALS JOB VACANCY: Mary’s Meals has an opening for a Supporter Engagement Officer in London - to develop
local strategies and plans, to secure increased support and
funding for its feeding programmes around the world. This is an
exciting job that involves growing and nurturing the Mary’s
Meals volunteer network by building relationships with community volunteers, churches, schools and faith groups. Details available on the website:https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/useful-links/
work-for-us/supporter-engagement-officer-london
SOCIAL COMMITTEE CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL:
Items can be left when church is open for private prayers.
To spread joy to those in need in our community. We are supporting Porchlight and SVP. Items donated can be left at the All
Saints chapel during the month of November. More information
is on our website, facebook and the posters in Church
100 CLUB: We are looking for a new co-ordinator. If you are
enthusiastic about raising funds for our parish please consider
volunteering for this role. If you are interested in helping out in
this way please contact Father Anthony or Linda in the office.
For Sale: L’Arche Nativity figures. Set of 12 (holy family, 3
kings, 3 shepherds, 3 animals) about 5 to 10cm high. Ready for
painting. Complete with brush and acrylic paints. Gift wrapped.
£12 call Maurice Carmody on 01227 643025.

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS
We have contactless giving available in the Parish. From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically. Try it
out to see if it works for you! The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.
Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping.

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to
CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

