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32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE WORD

Year A • Psalter Week 4

BE
PREPARED!
(MATTHEW 25:1-13)

We are approaching the end of the Church’s liturgical year and the
Sunday readings begin to think about the second coming of Christ.
The parable in today’s Gospel extract is one which is traditionally
understood in this way.
The theme is that of the coming of the kingdom, which is presented as the arrival of the
bridal couple from the house of the bride’s father, and the beginning of the wedding feast.
The wedding banquet is a frequent symbol for the kingdom of God. The moral is that of
being prepared: one group of female attendants have intelligently planned for the possible
need for more oil for their lamps; the others, described as “foolish”, have clearly thought
only in the short term; even when the bridegroom’s arrival is delayed, they do not take
the opportunity to remedy their situation, but simply doze off. On appealing to the better
nature of their companions to share their resources, the others point out that if they do,
there will be no lighted lamps at all. As a result, they are locked out of the celebrations.

SAY
Stay awake, because you
do not know either the
day or the hour.
(Matthew 25:13)

DO
When your alarm goes off in the morning,
think of the shout, “The bridegroom is
coming!”

The groom’s reply may well indicate that the bridesmaids may be part of the bride’s
household, but unknown to him. So the reader is being warned to be ready for the coming
of the Son of Man, and presented with models for people who are prepared and who are
not. We are being urged not to take anything for granted, that it is our responsibility to be
awake when the Lord arrives. n

REFLECT

T

here are texts in the Bible which look to the second coming and the end of the
world. The early writings of St Paul suggest that he and the earliest Christians
thought that this was imminent. However, it became clear that this was not
going to happen anytime soon, and that the disciples of Jesus had to get on with
living their lives just like everybody else. There are certain Christian groups who see
in natural disasters indications of the end of the world, but this is to misunderstand
the nature of apocalyptic writing, such as the book of Revelation, and to interpret it
literally.
The warnings in our Gospel extracts on these Sundays at the end of this cycle of
readings is to shake us out of any possible state of complacency into which we may
have fallen. This is due not to any ill will on our part, but rather because the rhythm
of daily life, our worries and concerns about our family, work and so on, can lure us
into thinking about what is going on at the present time and our awareness of God
in our lives can become somewhat dulled. The scriptures may not be telling us that
the end of the world is near: but perhaps they are reminding us that the Lord comes
to us in all sorts of ways which we might not realise, because, as far as our spiritual
awareness is concerned, we have dozed off. n

LEARN
The custom of the time was that the
bridegroom would go to the bride’s father’s
house to bring her to his own home.
Apocalyptic literature, such as the books
of Daniel and Revelation, was written to
encourage communities under persecution
to stand firm, that the Lord would come to
vindicate them.
In the Hebrew Bible, God was sometimes
identified as the bridegroom of Israel:
in Matthew’s writing, the figure of the
bridegroom applied to the Son of Man, who
is Jesus.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.

		 For your love is better than life,
		 my lips will speak your praise. (R.)
3.
		
		
		

So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.)

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

4.
		
		
		

On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night
for you have been my help;
in the shadows of your wings I rejoice. (R.)

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

(For shorter form, read between > <)

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty and merciful God,
graciously keep from us all adversity,
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike,
we may pursue in freedom of heart
the things that are yours.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

Wisdom 6:12-16

A reading from the book of Wisdom.
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.
By those who love her she is readily seen,
and found by those who look for her.
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she
makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no
trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates.
Even to think about her is understanding fully
grown;
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly
leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those
who are worthy of her
and graciously shows herself to them as they
go,
in every thought of theirs coming to meet
them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 62

Response:
For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God.
1.
		
		
		

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. (R.)

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
		 to see your strength and your glory.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Thessalonians.
>We want you to be quite certain, brothers,
about those who have died, to make sure that
you do not grieve about them, like the other
people who have no hope. We believe that
Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be
the same for those who have died in Jesus:
God will bring them with him.< We can tell
you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that
any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s
coming will not have any advantage over
those who have died. At the trumpet of God,
the voice of the archangel will call out the
command and the Lord himself will come
down from heaven; those who have died in
Christ will be the first to rise, and then those
of us who are still alive will be taken up in the
clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord
in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for
ever. With such thoughts as these you should
comfort one another.
>The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Stay awake and stand ready,
because you do not know the hour
when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Matthew 25:1-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: “The
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish and five were sensible: the foolish
ones did take their lamps, but they brought
no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks
of oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom
was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell
asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘The
bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.’
At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and
trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones
said to the sensible ones, ‘Give us some of
your oil: our lamps are going out.’ But they
replied, ‘There may not be enough for us and
for you; you had better go to those who sell it
and buy some for yourselves.’ They had gone
off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived.
Those who were ready went in with him to
the wedding hall and the door was closed.
The other bridesmaids arrived later. ‘Lord,
Lord,’ they said ‘open the door for us.’ But
he replied, ‘I tell you solemnly, I do not know
you.’ So stay awake, because you do not
know either the day or the hour.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look with favour, we pray, O Lord,
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here,
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of
your Son,
we may honour it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he
gives me repose,
near restful waters he leads me.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord,
we give you thanks and beseech your mercy,
that, by the pouring forth of your Spirit,
the grace of integrity may endure
in those your heavenly power has entered.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

NEWSLETTER

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
home. Linda can access emails via the church
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
email so please contact her this way initially.
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com
St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED

PARISH MATTERS

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish
Sunday 8th Nov Thirty-Second Sunday (A) Mt 25:1-13
2nd Collection for Priests’ Training Fund - please drop
your donation envelope through the Presbytery post box

Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our
parish), John O’Driscoll and Pippa Swan

There will be no Mass celebrated at 8.00am or 6.00pm
9.30am: Adriana Bilgeri - RIP (Caraccio Family)
11.00am: Evans & McDonald Families - RIP (G Evans)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Monday 9th Nov: Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Jn 2: 13-22
8.00 am: Mr & Mrs Varkey - RIP (Francis Family)
12 noon: Andrzej Czupkowski - RIP (Proszek Family)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Tuesday 10th Nov: St Leo the Great, Pope Lk 17:7-10
8.00 am: C Francis - RIP (Francis Family)
12 noon: Alexander & Veronica Kambili - RIP (Cyprian)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Wednesday 11th Nov: St Martin of Tours Lk 17:11-19
8.00 am: Maureen & Syd Pepper - RIP (Denise & Deb)
12 noon: James Patterson - RIP (Phyllis Steel)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Thursday 12th Nov: St Josaphat
Lk 17:20-25
8.00 am: Thanksgiving on Fr Anthony’s 70th birthday
12 noon: Welfare of Caine Libin
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Friday 13th Nov: St Francis Xavier Cabrini Lk17:26-37
12 noon: Pam Dodds remembered w/ love (Renn Fam)
7.30pm: Fr Binoy’s Father - RIP (Tessa Metcalfe)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Saturday 14th Nov: Feria
Lk 18:1-8
12 noon: Maureen Handley - RIP (Cathy Handley)
6.00pm (Vigil): Rita Dempsey - RIP (Al and Tim)
Sunday 15th Nov Thirty-Third Sunday (A) Mt 25:1-13
There will be no Mass celebrated at 8.00am or 6.00pm
9.30am: Mrs Margaret Ward - RIP (Mrs Strein)
11.00am: for the Carr Family’s intentions
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
No Sacrament of Reconciliation offered during November
EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day
during Church opening times

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny,
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski and Chris Bateman
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
Francis Sullivan, Margaret Bromley and Bernard Sullivan
CHURCH OPENING TIMES
Church opening times for private prayer with effect
from 05 November are:
Monday to Thursday:
9:30 - 11:30am: Church Open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 Noon:
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
1pm - 3pm:
Church open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
Friday:
9:30 - 11:30am: Church Open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 Noon:
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
1pm - 3pm:
Church open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
7.30pm
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
Saturday:
9:30 - 11:30am: Church Open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 Noon:
Live streamed Mass (no congregation)
1pm - 3pm:
Church open and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
6pm:
Living Streamed Mass (no congregation)
Sunday:
9:30am
11am

Live streaming Mass (no congregation)
Live streaming Mass (no congregation)
Church not open on Sunday

Weekday Morning Mass at 8.00am will be live streamed on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

From Fr Anthony ...
This Sunday is Remembrance Sunday. It falls on the Sunday nearest Armistice Day, 11 November, which marks the
end of the First World War. There will not be the usual parade at the Cenotaph in Whitehall this year because of the
lockdown. After the queen and the royal family laid their wreaths followed by the politicians and the chaplains there was
a parade of all those who served in the armed forces. It is impressive and moving.
My father was a regular soldier who fought in the Second World War and was captured at the fall of Singapore in 1942.
He remained a prisoner of the Japanese until the end of the war. He never did join the others on any Remembrance Day
Parade but, growing up, I was aware that his wartime experience changed him. Memories of those years were always
with him.
It is important that on this Remembrance Day recall all those who gave their lives for their country, all who suffered and
died through acts of war and those who were left behind to grieve and mourn. I never did ask my father what were his
feeling at this yearly day of remembrance. I am sure that he thought about all those of his regiment who died as they
tried to defend Singapore and all those who didn’t survive the brutal and inhuman regime of the prisoner of war camp
that lasted three years.
Pope Francis, in the encyclical he wrote in October, “Fratellie Tutti”, said “We can no longer think of war as a solution
because its risks will probably always be greater than its supposed benefits …In view of this it is very difficult nowadays
to invoke the rational criteria elaborated in earlier centuries to speak of the possibility of a ‘just war’. Never again war!”
His words are a challenge to us to look at out teaching on the just war and on the procession of nuclear weapons.
We pray today for peace and reconciliation between nations; that enemies may put aside all differences. Let us also
remember all those who have died through war or acts of violence; may we never forget their sacrifice.
Here is a prayer from the Roman missal.
O God, merciful and strong,
who crush wars and cast down the proud,
be pleased to banish violence swiftly from our midst
and to wipe away all tears,
so that we may all truly deserve to be called your children.
Archbishop, John Wilson sent all priests and deacons a message of encouragement at the beginning of this month long
lockdown. He said, “In the past days there has been a strong sense of unity within the Church in speaking up in defence
of the Mass. This is a powerful witness and also presents an opportunity, moving forward, to preach and catechise
about the importance and beauty of the Mass as the source and summit of our faith and life.
It is important that we continue to pursue this matter with our elected representatives so that the freedom of religion and
the freedom of worship are not seem as something that can be dispensed with by Government. We should also, if possible, thank those members of the House of Commons and the House of Lords who spoke on our behalf.”
With his message he attached a statement from Cardinal Vincent Nichols Archbishop and Malcolm McMahon OP in
which they encouraged us to make full use of our churches as places of visible prayer and sources of solace and help.
Our own church is open from 9:30 to 11;30 and 1pm-3pm with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The Bishops also
suggested that we could join a national shared moment of prayer each day at 6pm. Fr John and I have been talking
about doing something live streamed each evening at 6pm starting on Monday. This will be either the Rosary or Evening
prayer. We will let you know via the newsletter.
Even if you are sitting down to your supper at 6pm join us in a moment of prayer for healing for those who are suffering
from Covid-19, those who care for the sick and the elderly and that God’s mercy and love may fill the hearts of all.
CHURCH SHOP - Unfortunately, our Church shop has
had to close during this second lockdown but we will be
reopening as soon as permissible - Watch this space!
PARISH OFFICE - Linda is working from home so is unable to
respond to office telephone answer machine messages immediately but can respond to emails at Canterbury@rcaos.org.uk.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.
NOVEMBER PRAYER LISTS FOR THE DEAD. Prayer lists are
available in the Saints’ Chapel and can be placed in the Box on
the Sanctuary under the Altar.

SECOND COLLECTIONS:
A BIG Thank you to all who donated to the recent second collections.
We raised £558.86 for the CAFOD Family Fast Day; and
£579.38 for the SVP.
100 CLUB: We are looking for a new co-ordinator. If you are
enthusiastic about raising funds for our parish please consider
volunteering for this role. If you are interested in helping out the
church in this way please contact Father Anthony or Linda in the
office.

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS
We have contactless giving available in the Parish. From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically. Try it
out to see if it works for you! The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.
Please see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. If you donate directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass
donation, please send an explanatory email to Linda in the office - this helps with accurate record keeping.

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to
CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

