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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
increase our faith, hope and charity,
and make us love what you command,
so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 22:20-26

A reading from the book of Exodus.

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the sons of 
Israel this, ‘You must not molest the stranger 
or oppress him, for you lived as strangers 
in the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh 
with the widow, or with the orphan; if you 
are harsh with them, they will surely cry out 
to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry: my 
anger will flare and I shall kill you with the 
sword, your own wives will be widows, your 
own children orphans.
 ‘If you lend money to any of my people, to 
any poor man among you, you must not play 
the usurer with him: you must not demand 
interest from him.
 ‘If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you 
must give it back to him before sunset. It is all 
the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps 
his body in; what else would he sleep in? If 
he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of 
pity.’”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 17

Response:
I love you, Lord, my strength.

1.  I love you, Lord, my strength,
  my rock, my fortress, my saviour.
  My God is the rock where I take refuge;
  my shield, my mighty help, my  
   stronghold.

  The Lord is worthy of all praise:
  when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.)

2.  Long life to the Lord, my rock!
  Praised be the God who saves me.
  He has given great victories to his king
  and shown his love for his anointed. (R.)

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians.

You observed the sort of life we lived when 
we were with you, which was for your 
instruction, and you were led to become 
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took 
to the gospel, in spite of the great opposition 
all round you. This has made you the great 
example to all believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia since it was from you that the word 
of the Lord started to spread – and not only 
throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for 
the news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other 
people about it: other people tell us how we 
started the work among you, how you broke 
with idolatry when you were converted to 
God and became servants of the real, living 
God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, 
his Son, whom he raised from the dead, 
to come from heaven to save us from the 
retribution which is coming.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 22:34-40

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had 
silenced the Sadducees they got together 
and, to disconcert him, one of them put a 
question, “Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?” Jesus said, 
“You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: you 
must love your neighbour as yourself. On 
these two commandments hang the whole 
Law, and the Prophets also.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look, we pray, O Lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service
may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
We will ring out our joy at your saving help
and exult in the name of our God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 

You say grace before meals. All right. But I 
say grace before the concert and the opera, 
and grace before the play and pantomime, 
and grace before I open a book, and grace 
before sketching, painting, swimming, 
fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing 
and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.

G.K. Chesterton
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THE WORD Year A • Psalter Week 2

Matthew the evangelist is usually understood as being a tax collector, called 
by Jesus to leave his profession and become one of Jesus’ disciples. This 
traditional view has been expressed in art down the centuries. It may well be 

the historical fact, but it is unlikely that someone from such a background could have 
produced such a scholarly work, which we know as the Gospel according to Matthew: 
it betrays too deep a knowledge of the Jewish scriptures. There is another possibility 
about his identity, that he was, in fact, a convert Jewish scribe, “who brings out from 
his storeroom things both new and old” (Matthew 13:52 may offer this description of 
the author of the Gospel).

To Jewish converts, the place of the Law, which they had regarded as their way 
of responding to the Lord’s covenant with Israel, must have been a question of 
the highest importance. By the time Matthew is writing, the Temple has been 
destroyed, the political influence of the Jewish people in the land has disappeared, 
and the Law has provided the core of their sense of identity. Does this have to be, 
at best, abandoned, or, at worst, repudiated because they have accepted Jesus and 
his message? The answer of the earliest disciples seems to have been “No”, as 
they continued to frequent the Temple. Although there was eventually an official 
excommunication of Jewish Christians from the synagogue, it is likely that Jewish 
traditions continued to influence communities such as Matthew’s. The lesson that 
love of God and neighbour should be the force which informs all the outward 
observing of our own traditions today, that there is no essential conflict between law 
and love, is as valid today as it was when Matthew wrote his Gospel. n 

REFLECT

In today’s Gospel reading, we find another discussion between 
Jesus and his opponents, this time the Pharisees. It centres on 
which of the commandments is the greatest. 
Matthew agrees with Mark that love of God and love of neighbour constitute the chief and 
basic commandment; that this is, in a way, a summary of the entire Torah. But Matthew 
goes further: he puts these two commandments on an equal footing, and presents them 
as supporting the rest. He uses the verb “hang” to express the idea of these two being the 
ropes which hold up the rest. His reply is perfectly orthodox, and Jewish Christians would 
be able to defend themselves on this basis.

Matthew shows that permeating religious practice must be love: love of God and our 
fellow human beings, and that both are equally important. In a sense, this is his version of 
the Golden Rule. n 

Reflect that when you come to celebrate the 
Eucharist, you are supporting your fellow 
parishioners as well as expressing your 
commitment to the Lord.

DO

The rabbis calculated 613 commandments in 
the Torah: 248 positive and 365 negative.

 

After the destruction of the Temple and the 
end of animal sacrifice, observing the Law 
took on even greater significance in Jewish 
life than before.

 

Not all the commandments were of equal 
weight: some were classified as “heavy” 
(more important), others as “light” (less so).

LEARN

SAY
The greatest 
commandment is to love 
God and my neighbour.

THE
BOTTOM 

LINE 
(MATTHEW 22:34-40)
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
increase our faith, hope and charity,
and make us love what you command,
so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 22:20-26

A reading from the book of Exodus.

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the sons of 
Israel this, ‘You must not molest the stranger 
or oppress him, for you lived as strangers 
in the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh 
with the widow, or with the orphan; if you 
are harsh with them, they will surely cry out 
to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry: my 
anger will flare and I shall kill you with the 
sword, your own wives will be widows, your 
own children orphans.
 ‘If you lend money to any of my people, to 
any poor man among you, you must not play 
the usurer with him: you must not demand 
interest from him.
 ‘If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you 
must give it back to him before sunset. It is all 
the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps 
his body in; what else would he sleep in? If 
he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of 
pity.’”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 17

Response:
I love you, Lord, my strength.

1.  I love you, Lord, my strength,
  my rock, my fortress, my saviour.
  My God is the rock where I take refuge;
  my shield, my mighty help, my  
   stronghold.

  The Lord is worthy of all praise:
  when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.)

2.  Long life to the Lord, my rock!
  Praised be the God who saves me.
  He has given great victories to his king
  and shown his love for his anointed. (R.)

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians.

You observed the sort of life we lived when 
we were with you, which was for your 
instruction, and you were led to become 
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took 
to the gospel, in spite of the great opposition 
all round you. This has made you the great 
example to all believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia since it was from you that the word 
of the Lord started to spread – and not only 
throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for 
the news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other 
people about it: other people tell us how we 
started the work among you, how you broke 
with idolatry when you were converted to 
God and became servants of the real, living 
God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, 
his Son, whom he raised from the dead, 
to come from heaven to save us from the 
retribution which is coming.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 22:34-40

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had 
silenced the Sadducees they got together 
and, to disconcert him, one of them put a 
question, “Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?” Jesus said, 
“You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: you 
must love your neighbour as yourself. On 
these two commandments hang the whole 
Law, and the Prophets also.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look, we pray, O Lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service
may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
We will ring out our joy at your saving help
and exult in the name of our God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 

You say grace before meals. All right. But I 
say grace before the concert and the opera, 
and grace before the play and pantomime, 
and grace before I open a book, and grace 
before sketching, painting, swimming, 
fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing 
and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.

G.K. Chesterton
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Matthew the evangelist is usually understood as being a tax collector, called 
by Jesus to leave his profession and become one of Jesus’ disciples. This 
traditional view has been expressed in art down the centuries. It may well be 

the historical fact, but it is unlikely that someone from such a background could have 
produced such a scholarly work, which we know as the Gospel according to Matthew: 
it betrays too deep a knowledge of the Jewish scriptures. There is another possibility 
about his identity, that he was, in fact, a convert Jewish scribe, “who brings out from 
his storeroom things both new and old” (Matthew 13:52 may offer this description of 
the author of the Gospel).

To Jewish converts, the place of the Law, which they had regarded as their way 
of responding to the Lord’s covenant with Israel, must have been a question of 
the highest importance. By the time Matthew is writing, the Temple has been 
destroyed, the political influence of the Jewish people in the land has disappeared, 
and the Law has provided the core of their sense of identity. Does this have to be, 
at best, abandoned, or, at worst, repudiated because they have accepted Jesus and 
his message? The answer of the earliest disciples seems to have been “No”, as 
they continued to frequent the Temple. Although there was eventually an official 
excommunication of Jewish Christians from the synagogue, it is likely that Jewish 
traditions continued to influence communities such as Matthew’s. The lesson that 
love of God and neighbour should be the force which informs all the outward 
observing of our own traditions today, that there is no essential conflict between law 
and love, is as valid today as it was when Matthew wrote his Gospel. n 

REFLECT

In today’s Gospel reading, we find another discussion between 
Jesus and his opponents, this time the Pharisees. It centres on 
which of the commandments is the greatest. 
Matthew agrees with Mark that love of God and love of neighbour constitute the chief and 
basic commandment; that this is, in a way, a summary of the entire Torah. But Matthew 
goes further: he puts these two commandments on an equal footing, and presents them 
as supporting the rest. He uses the verb “hang” to express the idea of these two being the 
ropes which hold up the rest. His reply is perfectly orthodox, and Jewish Christians would 
be able to defend themselves on this basis.

Matthew shows that permeating religious practice must be love: love of God and our 
fellow human beings, and that both are equally important. In a sense, this is his version of 
the Golden Rule. n 

Reflect that when you come to celebrate the 
Eucharist, you are supporting your fellow 
parishioners as well as expressing your 
commitment to the Lord.

DO

The rabbis calculated 613 commandments in 
the Torah: 248 positive and 365 negative.

 

After the destruction of the Temple and the 
end of animal sacrifice, observing the Law 
took on even greater significance in Jewish 
life than before.

 

Not all the commandments were of equal 
weight: some were classified as “heavy” 
(more important), others as “light” (less so).

LEARN

SAY
The greatest 
commandment is to love 
God and my neighbour.

THE
BOTTOM 

LINE 
(MATTHEW 22:34-40)



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

I am sure that many of you have heard me speak have about the time after I was ordained a deacon 
when I was due to preach in a local parish near the seminary where I was training. Have a cup of 
tea in the kitchen before Mass the parish priest said encouragingly “I hope that you are not going to 
talk about this love stuff”.  I remained quiet. Love was precisely the theme of my homily that day.  
This weekend in the Gospel Jesus cuts through 613 precepts, 365 prohibitions, corresponding to 
the days of the year; and the 248 laws of direction on for every bone in the body, with his challeng-
ing answer to the Pharisees question, “Master, which is the greatest commandment of the law?”  
His reply was: “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. The second resembles it: you must love your neighbour as yourself.” These were not 
new precepts but were found in the the Old Testament. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18). 
What Jesus did to connect them together. You cannot have one without the other. “Love of God, 
whom we cannot see, is bogus if it is not expressed in love of the people whom we do see. And the 
love of people is incomplete unless it is infused by love of God.”  (Silvester O’Flynn O.F.M.)  

Some Catholic commentators feel uneasy about the Pope’s latest encyclical Fratelli Tutti (on frater-
nity and social friendship) which the Pope signed on the Feast of St Francis. They said it no longer 
put Christ at the centre and seems to be advocating a purely social and secular agenda for solving 
the world’s ills. This is the the third of three encyclicals written by Pope Francis. His first was “On the 
light of Faith” focusing on the love of God and how the light of Christ draws us to faith. The second 
was “Laudato Si on our care of and love for Creation. In this third encyclical Pope Francis writes: 
“The words of Jesus compel us to recognise Christ himself in each one of our abandoned brothers 
and sisters... Christ shed his blood for each of us and that no one is beyond the scope of his univer-
sal love.”  

Loving God and neighbour is the core of our worship and practise.  So the question for you and me 
is: Do I love God?  How do I love God? Do I really believe that God loves me first of all, uncondition-
ally and completely? How do I love others?  

Lord, give me the gift of your love. May I have the grace to love you with my whole being. May I love 
you with my entire life and energy. May I love you with my whole mind. May I live completely fo-
cused on you. Lord I know I put limits on my love and and my compassion for others in need. I de-
sire that I love others as you love me. Fill me with this love.  
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From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our 
parish) and John O’Driscoll 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia 
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski and Chis Bateman 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:  
Maximillian Ty; Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon; Catherine Ferguson;  
Margaret Jones, Wim Van Vuuren and Theresa Hodges  

6.00pm (Vigil): Keith Purbrick - RIP (Sue Purbrick) 
 
Sunday 25th Oct: Thirtieth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 22: 34-40 
8.00am:  Hannah Purbrick - RIP (Sue Purbrick) 
9.30am:  Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Gemma Van Vuuren) 
11.00am: John Delaney - RIP 
12.15 am: Baptism of Abigail Semere 
4.30pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm:  People of the Parish 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 26th Oct:  Sts Chad & Cedd Lk13:10-17 
7.30 am: Sarah Hardy—health and wellbeing   
  (Frances Cocrayne) 
12 noon: For Evans Grandchildren (Grainne Evans)  
 
Tuesday 27th Oct:  Feria Lk 13:18-21 
12 noon: Cookson Family & Friends - RIP (Angela   
  Nichols) 
 
Wednesday 28th Oct:  Sts Simon & Jude  Lk 6:12-19 
7.30 am Maria Kutty - RIP (Francis Family) 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: Margaret & Michael Spencer-Wright’s inten-
tions and Eita & James Murphy-RIP 
 
Thursday 29th Oct: Feria Lk 13:31-35 
7.30 am: Eileen Cookson - welfare (Angela Nichols) 
12 noon: McGonagle Family (Angela Nichols) 
 
Friday 30th Oct:  Feria Lk 14:1-6 
12 noon: Funeral of Patricia Anne Collins - Mass for 
Family and invited guests only due to Covid restrictions 
7.30pm: June Everson -  RIP (Veronica & Alan) 
 
Saturday 31st Oct: Feria Lk 14:1, 7-11 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: John O’Driscoll - Health & welfare (Josie Carr) 
3pm - 4pm: National Rosary Crusade: Rosary prayer in  
     the church 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): N Sebastian - RIP (Francis Family) 
 
Sunday 1st Nov: ALL SAINTS (A)  Mt 5: 1-12 
2nd Collection for St Vincent de Paul 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  UCM Members and Families 
11.00am: Welfare of the Long-Castro Family 
6.00pm:  Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day  

during Church opening times 

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very 
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to 

CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you donate directly into the Par-
ish Bank account for a Mass Intention, PLEASE let Linda know 
via phone or email. It helps with finance records. Thanks! 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
We have contactless giving available in the Parish.  From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically.  Try it 
out to see if it works for you!  The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.  
Please pop in and see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. 

2nd COLLECTIONS:  Dear Parishioners, please support 
generously these forthcoming second collections: 
30 Oct/01 Nov  SVP 
7/8 November Priest Training Fund 
21/22 Nov Catholic Youth Service/Education Service 
29 November Holy Places 
6 Dec  SVP 
13 December Peters Pence 
20 December Apostleship of the Sea 

FUNERAL MASS—12 NOON FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER.  
Please note that this service is restricted to family and invited 
guests only, due to Covid Restrictions.  Our apologies to regular 
Friday 12 noon Mass attendees. 

Research has shown that it is important to wear a Facemask 
when wearing a Face Shield in order to protect others from air-
borne droplets. 

SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS 
Father Anthony will be available to sign school supple-
mentary forms for St Thomas’ Primary School and St An-
selm’s Secondary School at the Presbytery (59 Burgate) 
at the following times: 
Wednesday, October 2020 from 5.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday, October from 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
No booking required—please wear a face mask! 

OUR PARISH SHOP - is open every Sunday  from 
after the 9.30am Mass until 12 noon.  We have love-
ly Christmas cards in stock as well as many other 
items.  Please support us! 

THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE. Mauro Iannicelli will 
deliver, via live-streaming, The Bible Timeline Course, 
starting on Wednesday 4th Nov 2020 at 7.00pm, over 7 
weekly sessions.   
The Bible can be intimidating, due to its size and com-
plexity. Many Catholics long to read the Bible, but don’t 
know how. The Bible Timeline Study System, developed 
by Jeff Cavins, uses a phenomenal approach which actu-
ally works—dividing the whole Bible into 12 colour-coded 
Periods, easy to understand and memorise. In our 
course, Mauro will walk you through each of the 12 Peri-
ods showing the relationship between characters and 
events in one unified narrative, from Adam & Eve to Je-
sus Christ - seeing the Big Picture of the bible. 
Each live-streamed session has a time of discussion with 
Q&A. Bible Readings and Teaching Summary Notes will 
be available. 
More information and Registration details are available on 
our Parish Website: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com/ 

ST THOMAS SOCIAL COMMITTEE:   
We are having a Christmas shoe box appeal to help those 
in need.  Collection will be made during the month of No-
vember - more details to follow.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

100 CLUB:  OCTOBER WINNERS!  Congratulations to 
our £20 October winners, Mike Lilford (No.5) and Pauline 
Lilford (No. 23) 

NOVEMBER PRAYER LISTS FOR THE DEAD. Prayer 
lists are available in the Narthex and can be placed in the 
Box provided.  The lists will be placed on the Altar during 
Mass. 

http://www.comeandsee.org/


 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

I am sure that many of you have heard me speak have about the time after I was ordained a deacon 
when I was due to preach in a local parish near the seminary where I was training. Have a cup of 
tea in the kitchen before Mass the parish priest said encouragingly “I hope that you are not going to 
talk about this love stuff”.  I remained quiet. Love was precisely the theme of my homily that day.  
This weekend in the Gospel Jesus cuts through 613 precepts, 365 prohibitions, corresponding to 
the days of the year; and the 248 laws of direction on for every bone in the body, with his challeng-
ing answer to the Pharisees question, “Master, which is the greatest commandment of the law?”  
His reply was: “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. The second resembles it: you must love your neighbour as yourself.” These were not 
new precepts but were found in the the Old Testament. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18). 
What Jesus did to connect them together. You cannot have one without the other. “Love of God, 
whom we cannot see, is bogus if it is not expressed in love of the people whom we do see. And the 
love of people is incomplete unless it is infused by love of God.”  (Silvester O’Flynn O.F.M.)  

Some Catholic commentators feel uneasy about the Pope’s latest encyclical Fratelli Tutti (on frater-
nity and social friendship) which the Pope signed on the Feast of St Francis. They said it no longer 
put Christ at the centre and seems to be advocating a purely social and secular agenda for solving 
the world’s ills. This is the the third of three encyclicals written by Pope Francis. His first was “On the 
light of Faith” focusing on the love of God and how the light of Christ draws us to faith. The second 
was “Laudato Si on our care of and love for Creation. In this third encyclical Pope Francis writes: 
“The words of Jesus compel us to recognise Christ himself in each one of our abandoned brothers 
and sisters... Christ shed his blood for each of us and that no one is beyond the scope of his univer-
sal love.”  

Loving God and neighbour is the core of our worship and practise.  So the question for you and me 
is: Do I love God?  How do I love God? Do I really believe that God loves me first of all, uncondition-
ally and completely? How do I love others?  

Lord, give me the gift of your love. May I have the grace to love you with my whole being. May I love 
you with my entire life and energy. May I love you with my whole mind. May I live completely fo-
cused on you. Lord I know I put limits on my love and and my compassion for others in need. I de-
sire that I love others as you love me. Fill me with this love.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
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From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our 
parish) and John O’Driscoll 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland, Patricia 
Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski and Chis Bateman 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:  
Maximillian Ty; Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon; Catherine Ferguson;  
Margaret Jones, Wim Van Vuuren and Theresa Hodges  

6.00pm (Vigil): Keith Purbrick - RIP (Sue Purbrick) 
 
Sunday 25th Oct: Thirtieth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 22: 34-40 
8.00am:  Hannah Purbrick - RIP (Sue Purbrick) 
9.30am:  Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Gemma Van Vuuren) 
11.00am: John Delaney - RIP 
12.15 am: Baptism of Abigail Semere 
4.30pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm:  People of the Parish 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 26th Oct:  Sts Chad & Cedd Lk13:10-17 
7.30 am: Sarah Hardy—health and wellbeing   
  (Frances Cocrayne) 
12 noon: For Evans Grandchildren (Grainne Evans)  
 
Tuesday 27th Oct:  Feria Lk 13:18-21 
12 noon: Cookson Family & Friends - RIP (Angela   
  Nichols) 
 
Wednesday 28th Oct:  Sts Simon & Jude  Lk 6:12-19 
7.30 am Maria Kutty - RIP (Francis Family) 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: Margaret & Michael Spencer-Wright’s inten-
tions and Eita & James Murphy-RIP 
 
Thursday 29th Oct: Feria Lk 13:31-35 
7.30 am: Eileen Cookson - welfare (Angela Nichols) 
12 noon: McGonagle Family (Angela Nichols) 
 
Friday 30th Oct:  Feria Lk 14:1-6 
12 noon: Funeral of Patricia Anne Collins - Mass for 
Family and invited guests only due to Covid restrictions 
7.30pm: June Everson -  RIP (Veronica & Alan) 
 
Saturday 31st Oct: Feria Lk 14:1, 7-11 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: John O’Driscoll - Health & welfare (Josie Carr) 
3pm - 4pm: National Rosary Crusade: Rosary prayer in  
     the church 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): N Sebastian - RIP (Francis Family) 
 
Sunday 1st Nov: ALL SAINTS (A)  Mt 5: 1-12 
2nd Collection for St Vincent de Paul 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  UCM Members and Families 
11.00am: Welfare of the Long-Castro Family 
6.00pm:  Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day  

during Church opening times 

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very 
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to 

CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you donate directly into the Par-
ish Bank account for a Mass Intention, PLEASE let Linda know 
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CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
We have contactless giving available in the Parish.  From the device in the church, receipts can be sent to you electronically.  Try it 
out to see if it works for you!  The office also offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.  
Please pop in and see Linda if this is your preferred payment method of donation. 

2nd COLLECTIONS:  Dear Parishioners, please support 
generously these forthcoming second collections: 
30 Oct/01 Nov  SVP 
7/8 November Priest Training Fund 
21/22 Nov Catholic Youth Service/Education Service 
29 November Holy Places 
6 Dec  SVP 
13 December Peters Pence 
20 December Apostleship of the Sea 

FUNERAL MASS—12 NOON FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER.  
Please note that this service is restricted to family and invited 
guests only, due to Covid Restrictions.  Our apologies to regular 
Friday 12 noon Mass attendees. 

Research has shown that it is important to wear a Facemask 
when wearing a Face Shield in order to protect others from air-
borne droplets. 

SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS 
Father Anthony will be available to sign school supple-
mentary forms for St Thomas’ Primary School and St An-
selm’s Secondary School at the Presbytery (59 Burgate) 
at the following times: 
Wednesday, October 2020 from 5.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday, October from 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
No booking required—please wear a face mask! 

OUR PARISH SHOP - is open every Sunday  from 
after the 9.30am Mass until 12 noon.  We have love-
ly Christmas cards in stock as well as many other 
items.  Please support us! 

THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE. Mauro Iannicelli will 
deliver, via live-streaming, The Bible Timeline Course, 
starting on Wednesday 4th Nov 2020 at 7.00pm, over 7 
weekly sessions.   
The Bible can be intimidating, due to its size and com-
plexity. Many Catholics long to read the Bible, but don’t 
know how. The Bible Timeline Study System, developed 
by Jeff Cavins, uses a phenomenal approach which actu-
ally works—dividing the whole Bible into 12 colour-coded 
Periods, easy to understand and memorise. In our 
course, Mauro will walk you through each of the 12 Peri-
ods showing the relationship between characters and 
events in one unified narrative, from Adam & Eve to Je-
sus Christ - seeing the Big Picture of the bible. 
Each live-streamed session has a time of discussion with 
Q&A. Bible Readings and Teaching Summary Notes will 
be available. 
More information and Registration details are available on 
our Parish Website: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com/ 

ST THOMAS SOCIAL COMMITTEE:   
We are having a Christmas shoe box appeal to help those 
in need.  Collection will be made during the month of No-
vember - more details to follow.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

100 CLUB:  OCTOBER WINNERS!  Congratulations to 
our £20 October winners, Mike Lilford (No.5) and Pauline 
Lilford (No. 23) 

NOVEMBER PRAYER LISTS FOR THE DEAD. Prayer 
lists are available in the Narthex and can be placed in the 
Box provided.  The lists will be placed on the Altar during 
Mass. 

http://www.comeandsee.org/

