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28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 11 OCTOBER 2020 

THE WORD Year A • Psalter Week 4

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
But with you is found forgiveness,
O God of Israel.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
	 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
	 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
May your grace, O Lord, we pray,
at all times go before us and follow after
and make us always determined
to carry out good works.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
	 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING	 Isaiah 25:6-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

On this mountain,  
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people 
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine  
	 wines,
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people’s shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us; 
for the hand of the Lord 
rests on this mountain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM	 Psalm 22

Response:
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.

1. 	The Lord is my shepherd;
		  there is nothing I shall want.
		  Fresh and green are the pastures
		  where he gives me repose.

		  Near restful waters he leads me,
		  to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2. 	He guides me along the right path;

		  he is true to his name.
		  If I should walk in the valley of darkness
		  no evil would I fear.
		  You are there with your crook and your  
			   staff;
		  with these you give me comfort. (R.)
3. 	You have prepared a banquet for me

		  in the sight of my foes.
		  My head you have anointed with oil;
		  my cup is overflowing. (R.)
4. 	Surely goodness and kindness shall 	

			   follow me
		  all the days of my life.
		  In the Lord¹s own house shall I dwell
		  for ever and ever. (R.)
	
SECOND READING 	Philippians 4:12-14.19-20

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians.

I know how to be poor and I know how to be 
rich too. I have been through my initiation 
and now I am ready for anything anywhere: 
full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or 
plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with 
the help of the One who gives me strength. 
All the same, it was good of you to share 
with me in my hardships. In return my God 
will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as 
lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our 
Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word was made flesh and lived among  
	 us;
to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL 	 Matthew 22:1-14

(For shorter form, read between > <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

>Jesus said to the chief priests and elders 
of the people: “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a feast for 
his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to 
call those who had been invited, but they 
would not come. Next he sent some more 
servants. ‘Tell those who have been invited’ 
he said ‘that I have my banquet all prepared, 
my oxen and fattened cattle have been 
slaughtered, everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding.’ But they were not interested: one 
went off to his farm, another to his business, 
and the rest seized his servants, maltreated 
them and killed them. The king was furious. 
He despatched his troops, destroyed those 
murderers and burnt their town. Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready; 
but as those who were invited proved to be 
unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town 
and invite everyone you can find to the 
wedding.’ So these servants went out on to 
the roads and collected together everyone 
they could find, bad and good alike; and 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. < 
When the king came in to look at the guests 
he noticed one man who was not wearing a 
wedding garment, and said to him, ‘How did 
you get in here, my friend, without a wedding 

garment?’ And the man was silent. Then the 
king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot and throw him out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding 
of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”

>The Gospel of the Lord. <
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
	 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
	 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
	 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
	 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
	 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
	 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
	 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
	 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,
that, through these acts of devotedness,
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The rich suffer want and go hungry,
but those who seek the Lord lack no  
	 blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We entreat your majesty most humbly,  
	 O Lord,
that, as you feed us with the nourishment
which comes from the most holy Body and 	
	 Blood of your Son,
so you may make us sharers of his divine  
	 nature.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

Year A • Psalter Week 4

Roman soldiers are shown carrying 
off the menorah, the seven-branched 
candlestick, from the Temple, in a carving 
on the triumphant Arch of Titus: this 
monument stands in the Forum in Rome.

The Synoptic Gospels are the 
accounts of Mark, Matthew and Luke.

The word “synoptic” originally means 
“seeing all together”: the three accounts 
can be arranged in parallel columns and so 
easily compared.

LEARN

Jesus’ audience is once again the chief priests and elders, so we 
are aware that this is a hostile encounter. The wedding banquet is a 
common symbol in the Bible for the kingdom of God.
Matthew’s parable traces the offer of a place at the wedding feast, and the way in which 
those who were first invited treat the invitation with contempt and actively reject it. 
The king then sends his servants on an arduous search to find people who will fill the 
banqueting hall. The destruction of the city represents Matthew’s later reflection on the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70. The idea of a Gentile nation being 
the instrument of God’s punishing the people of Israel would be familiar to Matthew’s 
community of Jewish Christians, from their knowledge of the Hebrewscriptures. The guest 
who turns up without the proper garment is more difficult to understand, especially if we 
imagine him being rounded up unexpectedly to come to the feast. Perhaps it is a warning 
that it is not enough simply to turn up: the person must be prepared to enter fully into the 
kingdom and take part in its life.

The emphasis in the parable is on the idea of invitation. Some reject, some accept. 
The leaders, who should have known better, rejected the invitation presented through 
the prophets and especially Jesus, whom they killed. It is they, according to Matthew’s 
reading of history, who are thus really responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the loss of the Temple. It is the despised people, tax collectors and the like, who accept the 
invitation and crowd into the banquet. n

When you next wash your clothes, think 
of the unfortunate wedding guest. Make a 
resolution not to take your relationship with 
Jesus for granted.

DO

COME TO THE 
WEDDING! 
(MATTHEW 22:1-14)

SAY
For how could he deny me heaven, who here on 
earth himself has given?
(St Alphonsus Liguori)

We find that the image of 
the wedding feast as 
representing the kingdom 

of God is frequently used in both 
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. 
In the Synoptic Gospel narratives, 
the feeding of the five thousand 
anticipates the Last Supper and the 
institution of the Eucharist, which 
in turn foresees the banquet in the 
kingdom of God. One of the aspects 
of our celebration of the Eucharist, the 
Mass, is that it is the pledge of future 
glory, when God’s people will be finally 
gathered into the divine presence in 
the heavenly kingdom.

As we saw with the person who 
turned up not properly dressed for 
the occasion, getting inside is no 
guarantee of being allowed to remain. 
We are expected to take a full part in 
the proceedings. One feature of the 
preaching of the biblical prophets is 
that they stress the idea of election, of 
Israel being the “chosen people”. This 
may well be an undeserved privilege, 
but it also brings responsibilities with 
it. Other nations should be able to 
look at Israel and see the God they 
believe in reflected in the way in 
which the people of the Lord conduct 
themselves, the values by which 
they live. The same goes for those 
who claim to be disciples of Jesus. 
If we accept the invitation, then we 
should wear our wedding garment – 
figuratively speaking! n

REFLECT
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
But with you is found forgiveness,
O God of Israel.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
	 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
	 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
	 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
May your grace, O Lord, we pray,
at all times go before us and follow after
and make us always determined
to carry out good works.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
	 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING	 Isaiah 25:6-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

On this mountain,  
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people 
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine  
	 wines,
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people’s shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us; 
for the hand of the Lord 
rests on this mountain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM	 Psalm 22

Response:
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.

1. 	The Lord is my shepherd;
		  there is nothing I shall want.
		  Fresh and green are the pastures
		  where he gives me repose.

		  Near restful waters he leads me,
		  to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2. 	He guides me along the right path;

		  he is true to his name.
		  If I should walk in the valley of darkness
		  no evil would I fear.
		  You are there with your crook and your  
			   staff;
		  with these you give me comfort. (R.)
3. 	You have prepared a banquet for me

		  in the sight of my foes.
		  My head you have anointed with oil;
		  my cup is overflowing. (R.)
4. 	Surely goodness and kindness shall 	

			   follow me
		  all the days of my life.
		  In the Lord¹s own house shall I dwell
		  for ever and ever. (R.)
	
SECOND READING 	Philippians 4:12-14.19-20

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians.

I know how to be poor and I know how to be 
rich too. I have been through my initiation 
and now I am ready for anything anywhere: 
full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or 
plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with 
the help of the One who gives me strength. 
All the same, it was good of you to share 
with me in my hardships. In return my God 
will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as 
lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our 
Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word was made flesh and lived among  
	 us;
to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL 	 Matthew 22:1-14

(For shorter form, read between > <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

>Jesus said to the chief priests and elders 
of the people: “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a feast for 
his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to 
call those who had been invited, but they 
would not come. Next he sent some more 
servants. ‘Tell those who have been invited’ 
he said ‘that I have my banquet all prepared, 
my oxen and fattened cattle have been 
slaughtered, everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding.’ But they were not interested: one 
went off to his farm, another to his business, 
and the rest seized his servants, maltreated 
them and killed them. The king was furious. 
He despatched his troops, destroyed those 
murderers and burnt their town. Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready; 
but as those who were invited proved to be 
unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town 
and invite everyone you can find to the 
wedding.’ So these servants went out on to 
the roads and collected together everyone 
they could find, bad and good alike; and 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. < 
When the king came in to look at the guests 
he noticed one man who was not wearing a 
wedding garment, and said to him, ‘How did 
you get in here, my friend, without a wedding 

garment?’ And the man was silent. Then the 
king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot and throw him out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding 
of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”

>The Gospel of the Lord. <
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
	 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
	 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
	 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
	 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
	 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
	 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
	 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
	 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,
that, through these acts of devotedness,
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The rich suffer want and go hungry,
but those who seek the Lord lack no  
	 blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We entreat your majesty most humbly,  
	 O Lord,
that, as you feed us with the nourishment
which comes from the most holy Body and 	
	 Blood of your Son,
so you may make us sharers of his divine  
	 nature.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Roman soldiers are shown carrying 
off the menorah, the seven-branched 
candlestick, from the Temple, in a carving 
on the triumphant Arch of Titus: this 
monument stands in the Forum in Rome.

The Synoptic Gospels are the 
accounts of Mark, Matthew and Luke.

The word “synoptic” originally means 
“seeing all together”: the three accounts 
can be arranged in parallel columns and so 
easily compared.

LEARN

Jesus’ audience is once again the chief priests and elders, so we 
are aware that this is a hostile encounter. The wedding banquet is a 
common symbol in the Bible for the kingdom of God.
Matthew’s parable traces the offer of a place at the wedding feast, and the way in which 
those who were first invited treat the invitation with contempt and actively reject it. 
The king then sends his servants on an arduous search to find people who will fill the 
banqueting hall. The destruction of the city represents Matthew’s later reflection on the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70. The idea of a Gentile nation being 
the instrument of God’s punishing the people of Israel would be familiar to Matthew’s 
community of Jewish Christians, from their knowledge of the Hebrewscriptures. The guest 
who turns up without the proper garment is more difficult to understand, especially if we 
imagine him being rounded up unexpectedly to come to the feast. Perhaps it is a warning 
that it is not enough simply to turn up: the person must be prepared to enter fully into the 
kingdom and take part in its life.

The emphasis in the parable is on the idea of invitation. Some reject, some accept. 
The leaders, who should have known better, rejected the invitation presented through 
the prophets and especially Jesus, whom they killed. It is they, according to Matthew’s 
reading of history, who are thus really responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the loss of the Temple. It is the despised people, tax collectors and the like, who accept the 
invitation and crowd into the banquet. n

When you next wash your clothes, think 
of the unfortunate wedding guest. Make a 
resolution not to take your relationship with 
Jesus for granted.

DO

COME TO THE 
WEDDING! 
(MATTHEW 22:1-14)

SAY
For how could he deny me heaven, who here on 
earth himself has given?
(St Alphonsus Liguori)

We find that the image of 
the wedding feast as 
representing the kingdom 

of God is frequently used in both 
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. 
In the Synoptic Gospel narratives, 
the feeding of the five thousand 
anticipates the Last Supper and the 
institution of the Eucharist, which 
in turn foresees the banquet in the 
kingdom of God. One of the aspects 
of our celebration of the Eucharist, the 
Mass, is that it is the pledge of future 
glory, when God’s people will be finally 
gathered into the divine presence in 
the heavenly kingdom.

As we saw with the person who 
turned up not properly dressed for 
the occasion, getting inside is no 
guarantee of being allowed to remain. 
We are expected to take a full part in 
the proceedings. One feature of the 
preaching of the biblical prophets is 
that they stress the idea of election, of 
Israel being the “chosen people”. This 
may well be an undeserved privilege, 
but it also brings responsibilities with 
it. Other nations should be able to 
look at Israel and see the God they 
believe in reflected in the way in 
which the people of the Lord conduct 
themselves, the values by which 
they live. The same goes for those 
who claim to be disciples of Jesus. 
If we accept the invitation, then we 
should wear our wedding garment – 
figuratively speaking! n

REFLECT



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

At a time when many people are postponing their wedding celebrations till a later date, hopefully 
when the pandemic is abated and there is a vaccine available, in this Sunday’s readings, we are 
given the image of a banquet, as God’s invitation to share in his very life.   The parable that Jesus 
presents to us is that of a king’s invitation to his son’s wedding feast and those invited rejecting the 
invitation. 
The first reading from Isaiah is the one I hope someone will chose for my own funeral. What a won-
derful image of eternal life, a joyous meal with plenty of food and wine expressing real deep love, 
happiness and friendship that God wants us to experience when we are with him forever. This invi-
tation is for everyone, no one is excluded. God has no favourites. As we read in the gospel parable; 
when everyone who has been originally invited finds excuses not to come, then the king tells his 
servants to go to the crossroads and invite everyone they can find. There is no distinction made.  
The good and the bad alike are called. It reminds me of the hymn we sometimes sing at Mass writ-
ten by Marty Hogan.  
“Let us build a house where love is found 
 in water, wine and wheat:  
a banquet hall on holy ground  
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus,  
is revealed in time and space;  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us.  
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place.” 
It is the final section of the parable that can pull us up short. There is one of the invited men who is 
not wearing his wedding garment. When challenged by the king as to why he is not wearing the gar-
ment provided, he is silent.  As a result, he is thrown out out into the darkness where there is weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth. Some suggest that the wedding garment represents our response to the 
life of grace. We are called to live up to the Christ-like life that is symbolised the white garment of 
the sacraments. St Paul writes “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old 
self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, …. As God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
(Colossians 3:9-12).   Our response to Gods invitation is to work with the grace that we have been 
given.  
Lord help me to always say yes to your invitation each day. May I be always alert and listening for 
your call. Thank you for the wedding garment of the grace of your sacraments.  
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From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of 
our parish) and John O’Driscoll 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary 
Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, 
Gertraude Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, 
Maria Prado, Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, 
Tony Kenny, Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice 
Crosland and Patricia Collins 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this 
month:  Maximillian Ty; Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon; Catherine 
Ferguson;  Margaret Jones, Wim Van Vuuren and Theresa 
Hodges  

6.00pm (Vigil): Roberto di Paco - RIP (Burniston Fam) 
 
Sunday 11th Oct: Twenty-Eighth Sunday (A) 
Prisons Sunday  Mt 22: 1-14 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  Maurice Crosland - RIP (SVP) 
11.00am: William, Mary & Tony Ashman - RIP   
  (Catherine Ashman) 
12.15 am: Baptism of Lizelle Dendiro Sullivan 
6.00pm:  Welfare of Castro-Long Family 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 12th Oct: St Wilfrid, Bishop Lk11:29-32 
12 noon: Roy Shersby - RIP 
 
Tuesday 13th Oct:  St Edward the Confessor 
  Lk 11:37-41 
12 noon: Chris Bateman - RIP (Cherry Stone) 
 
Wednesday 14th Oct:  St Callistus I, Pope & Martyr 
  Lk 11: 42-46 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: Annabelle Jacob special intentions(Biji John) 
 
Thursday 15th Oct: St Teresa of Avila 
  Lk 11:47-54 
12 noon: John McCorkell - RIP (M & H Brewster) 
 
Friday 16th Oct:  St Hedwig Jn 15:9-17 
12 noon: A Charles Ryan - RIP (Pauline Ryan) 
7.30pm: Charles DeLaubenque - RIP  
 
Saturday 17th Oct: St Ignatius of Antioch  
  Lk 11:27-28 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: In Thanksgiving (M Clark) 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Maurice Crosland -RIP (Dempsey Fam) 
 
Sunday 18th Oct: Twenty-Ninth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 22: 1-4 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  George Mills - RIP (Nina Kitt) 
11.00am: Catherine (Kath) Packer - RIP (Bernard & Fam) 
12.15 am: Baptism of Amelia Michalina Gruszka 
6.00pm:  Welfare of Karen Stanley (Sue Purbrick) 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day  

during Church opening times THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very 
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to 

CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly into 
the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked for can 
you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email will do) that 
you have done this. It helps with the finance records. Thanks! 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
As you face the altar on the left hand side of the church next to the notice board is our new, electronic contactless payment machine 
which accepts donations happily, effortlessly and safely to the legal maximum (£45).   Receipts can be sent to you electronically.  Try 
it out to see if it works for you!  The office now offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.  
Please pop in and see Linda if this is your preferred payment method. 

Retrouvaille 
A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages  
Retrouvaille is for couples with marriages that are struggling, 
who may not be communicating well, and for those who are 
considering marriage separation or divorce. It is also for those 
who have already separated or divorced who want marriage 
help. 
Retrouvaille are aware that many couples are in serious difficul-
ties because of Covid-19 and the additional pressures it has 
brought. They are holding a Virtual Weekend: 12-15 Nov 2020. 
Couples who wish to find out more about Retrouvaille or register 
for the Virtual Weekend please call or text 0788 7296983 or 
0797 3380443, or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com. 
Retrouvaille also welcomes priests to experience the pro-
gramme as part of their ministry.  Visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
for more details  

Christians Together in Canterbury Request 
The Salvation Army is in need of more volunteers to help its 
work supporting families.  Mandy Sands writes:  We deliver 
emergency food and essential parcels twice a week on Tues-
days and Fridays.  Drivers would need to come to our centre on 
Whitehorse Lane between 11.15 and 11.45 am when delivering. 
Masks must be worn in the building. 
Volunteers will help to load the cars with bags 
Drivers will be given delivery details on a sheet (which later 
needs to be returned as a record is kept) 
Deliveries are mainly in Canterbury but there are some families 
who live further afield. 
If anyone has some spare time and is willing to help (even on a 
relief basis), please contact Jackie Bullivant, Community Pro-
gramme Co-Ordinator on 01227 472781 

"Research has shown that it is important to wear a Facemask 
when wearing a Face Shield in order to protect others from air-
borne droplets."  

PRISONS WEEK  11– 17 October 2020.  Sunday, October 11 
marks the start of Prisons’ Week.  Bishop Richard Moth, Liaison 
Bishop for Prisons, asks that we pray for all those affected by 
the criminal justice and system and consider volunteering time 
to help those affected by imprisonment.  Information is available 
on PACT’s website www.prisonadvice.org.uk 

SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS 
Father Anthony will be available to sign school supple-
mentary forms for St Thomas’ Primary School and St An-
selm’s Secondary School at the Presbytery (59 Burgate) 
at the following times: 
Wednesday, 14 October 2020 from 5.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday, 16th October from 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
No booking required—please wear a face mask! 

TRACE AND TEST VOLUNTEERS 
We are in need of volunteers to assist with Trace and 
Test before Mass on Sundays (8am, 9.30am, 11am and 
6pm) and to help sanitise the church after Mass.  If you 
can help, please email your name and preferred Mass to 
Linda in the office or phone the office on 01227 462896. 

mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=2619b77e0e&e=fb3884c3b7


 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

At a time when many people are postponing their wedding celebrations till a later date, hopefully 
when the pandemic is abated and there is a vaccine available, in this Sunday’s readings, we are 
given the image of a banquet, as God’s invitation to share in his very life.   The parable that Jesus 
presents to us is that of a king’s invitation to his son’s wedding feast and those invited rejecting the 
invitation. 
The first reading from Isaiah is the one I hope someone will chose for my own funeral. What a won-
derful image of eternal life, a joyous meal with plenty of food and wine expressing real deep love, 
happiness and friendship that God wants us to experience when we are with him forever. This invi-
tation is for everyone, no one is excluded. God has no favourites. As we read in the gospel parable; 
when everyone who has been originally invited finds excuses not to come, then the king tells his 
servants to go to the crossroads and invite everyone they can find. There is no distinction made.  
The good and the bad alike are called. It reminds me of the hymn we sometimes sing at Mass writ-
ten by Marty Hogan.  
“Let us build a house where love is found 
 in water, wine and wheat:  
a banquet hall on holy ground  
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus,  
is revealed in time and space;  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us.  
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place.” 
It is the final section of the parable that can pull us up short. There is one of the invited men who is 
not wearing his wedding garment. When challenged by the king as to why he is not wearing the gar-
ment provided, he is silent.  As a result, he is thrown out out into the darkness where there is weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth. Some suggest that the wedding garment represents our response to the 
life of grace. We are called to live up to the Christ-like life that is symbolised the white garment of 
the sacraments. St Paul writes “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old 
self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, …. As God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
(Colossians 3:9-12).   Our response to Gods invitation is to work with the grace that we have been 
given.  
Lord help me to always say yes to your invitation each day. May I be always alert and listening for 
your call. Thank you for the wedding garment of the grace of your sacraments.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open on a part time basis on: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 

09h30 to 13h00 & 13h30 to15h30 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of 
our parish) and John O’Driscoll 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary 
Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, 
Gertraude Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, 
Maria Prado, Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, 
Tony Kenny, Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice 
Crosland and Patricia Collins 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this 
month:  Maximillian Ty; Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon; Catherine 
Ferguson;  Margaret Jones, Wim Van Vuuren and Theresa 
Hodges  

6.00pm (Vigil): Roberto di Paco - RIP (Burniston Fam) 
 
Sunday 11th Oct: Twenty-Eighth Sunday (A) 
Prisons Sunday  Mt 22: 1-14 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  Maurice Crosland - RIP (SVP) 
11.00am: William, Mary & Tony Ashman - RIP   
  (Catherine Ashman) 
12.15 am: Baptism of Lizelle Dendiro Sullivan 
6.00pm:  Welfare of Castro-Long Family 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 12th Oct: St Wilfrid, Bishop Lk11:29-32 
12 noon: Roy Shersby - RIP 
 
Tuesday 13th Oct:  St Edward the Confessor 
  Lk 11:37-41 
12 noon: Chris Bateman - RIP (Cherry Stone) 
 
Wednesday 14th Oct:  St Callistus I, Pope & Martyr 
  Lk 11: 42-46 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: Annabelle Jacob special intentions(Biji John) 
 
Thursday 15th Oct: St Teresa of Avila 
  Lk 11:47-54 
12 noon: John McCorkell - RIP (M & H Brewster) 
 
Friday 16th Oct:  St Hedwig Jn 15:9-17 
12 noon: A Charles Ryan - RIP (Pauline Ryan) 
7.30pm: Charles DeLaubenque - RIP  
 
Saturday 17th Oct: St Ignatius of Antioch  
  Lk 11:27-28 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: In Thanksgiving (M Clark) 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Maurice Crosland -RIP (Dempsey Fam) 
 
Sunday 18th Oct: Twenty-Ninth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 22: 1-4 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  George Mills - RIP (Nina Kitt) 
11.00am: Catherine (Kath) Packer - RIP (Bernard & Fam) 
12.15 am: Baptism of Amelia Michalina Gruszka 
6.00pm:  Welfare of Karen Stanley (Sue Purbrick) 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE SACRAMENT 
We have Exposition of the Sacrament every day  

during Church opening times THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very 
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to 

CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly into 
the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked for can 
you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email will do) that 
you have done this. It helps with the finance records. Thanks! 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
As you face the altar on the left hand side of the church next to the notice board is our new, electronic contactless payment machine 
which accepts donations happily, effortlessly and safely to the legal maximum (£45).   Receipts can be sent to you electronically.  Try 
it out to see if it works for you!  The office now offers contactless or electronic payments for Mass intentions and other transactions.  
Please pop in and see Linda if this is your preferred payment method. 

Retrouvaille 
A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages  
Retrouvaille is for couples with marriages that are struggling, 
who may not be communicating well, and for those who are 
considering marriage separation or divorce. It is also for those 
who have already separated or divorced who want marriage 
help. 
Retrouvaille are aware that many couples are in serious difficul-
ties because of Covid-19 and the additional pressures it has 
brought. They are holding a Virtual Weekend: 12-15 Nov 2020. 
Couples who wish to find out more about Retrouvaille or register 
for the Virtual Weekend please call or text 0788 7296983 or 
0797 3380443, or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com. 
Retrouvaille also welcomes priests to experience the pro-
gramme as part of their ministry.  Visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
for more details  

Christians Together in Canterbury Request 
The Salvation Army is in need of more volunteers to help its 
work supporting families.  Mandy Sands writes:  We deliver 
emergency food and essential parcels twice a week on Tues-
days and Fridays.  Drivers would need to come to our centre on 
Whitehorse Lane between 11.15 and 11.45 am when delivering. 
Masks must be worn in the building. 
Volunteers will help to load the cars with bags 
Drivers will be given delivery details on a sheet (which later 
needs to be returned as a record is kept) 
Deliveries are mainly in Canterbury but there are some families 
who live further afield. 
If anyone has some spare time and is willing to help (even on a 
relief basis), please contact Jackie Bullivant, Community Pro-
gramme Co-Ordinator on 01227 472781 

"Research has shown that it is important to wear a Facemask 
when wearing a Face Shield in order to protect others from air-
borne droplets."  

PRISONS WEEK  11– 17 October 2020.  Sunday, October 11 
marks the start of Prisons’ Week.  Bishop Richard Moth, Liaison 
Bishop for Prisons, asks that we pray for all those affected by 
the criminal justice and system and consider volunteering time 
to help those affected by imprisonment.  Information is available 
on PACT’s website www.prisonadvice.org.uk 

SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS 
Father Anthony will be available to sign school supple-
mentary forms for St Thomas’ Primary School and St An-
selm’s Secondary School at the Presbytery (59 Burgate) 
at the following times: 
Wednesday, 14 October 2020 from 5.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday, 16th October from 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
No booking required—please wear a face mask! 

TRACE AND TEST VOLUNTEERS 
We are in need of volunteers to assist with Trace and 
Test before Mass on Sundays (8am, 9.30am, 11am and 
6pm) and to help sanitise the church after Mass.  If you 
can help, please email your name and preferred Mass to 
Linda in the office or phone the office on 01227 462896. 

mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=2619b77e0e&e=fb3884c3b7

