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THE LORD’S
VINEYARD
(MATTHEW 21:33-43)

Once again, we come across the symbol of the vineyard. In the Hebrew
Bible, this image is often used in relation to Israel, and we found it in the
parable of the generous owner who paid all his workers at the same rate.
Jesus tells this parable we hear today to the chief priests and elders, who have a position
of authority among the people, and therefore one of responsibility for their wellbeing
and care. The thrust of the parable concerns the Jewish leaders’ plot to have Jesus killed:
Matthew thus presents their treatment of Jesus as being in line with previous leaders’
conduct towards the earlier prophets (although there is no evidence of any biblical
prophets being murdered). We might remember that Matthew’s community has a good
proportion of Jewish members, so the rejection he speaks of is of the Jewish leaders, and
not Israel as a whole. It is the tenants who are replaced, not the vineyard itself. Perhaps
the better understanding of the expression that the kingdom of God will be “given to a
people who will produce its fruit” is that it applies to the leaders of the Jewish-Christian
community of which Matthew is a member. n

REFLECT

A

worrying phenomenon in recent times has been the rise of prejudice against
all sorts of people. Suspicion of “foreigners”, immigrants, people seeking
asylum and refuge has become commonplace throughout the northern
hemisphere. The return of antisemitism especially has been noticeable in many
quarters. In the past, this has been fuelled especially by texts from the Gospels
according to Matthew and John, which have been interpreted as laying the blame
for the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus squarely at the feet of the Jewish people
as a whole. The Christian Church was portrayed as the true Israel, replacing God’s
covenant with Israel.
Critical scholarship of the New Testament has called into question this blanket
blaming of the entire Jewish people: the leaders, chiefly concerned with the political
implications of Jesus’ teaching being a threat to their social position, were the ones
who brought about Jesus’ death, and had him executed, not as the Son of God,
but on the political charge of claiming to be “the King of the Jews”. Given the fact
that the early Church existed in the Roman Empire, it was diplomatic to shift the
responsibility for the crucifixion away from the Roman authorities and onto the
Jewish leaders.
We might remember that one of the ingredients which went into the writing of the
Gospels was the situation of the community in which the evangelist, in this case,
Matthew, was at work. So the hostility between Jesus and the leaders of his time
reflects the later difficulties between the Church and the synagogue. Jesus was a
Jew, and many of his teachings are in harmony with those of rabbis whose sayings
have come down to us through the writings of their disciples. Pope Francis has
shown by his actions the importance of respect for people of other faiths, especially
Jews and Muslims, out of which genuine friendship can grow. n

SAY

Jesus is the true vine:
we are his branches.
(see John 15:5)

LEARN
The vineyard is a symbol frequently used in
the Bible to represent Israel.
The chief priests and elders were essentially
political figures: their power base was the
Jerusalem Temple.
Jesus was put to death on a political charge,
which was published on the inscription on
the cross: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Jews”.

DO
Find out if there is an ecumenical or
interfaith group in your local area:
consider going to a meeting to discover
what members of other denominations or
religions actually are like, and what they
really believe.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Within your will, O Lord, all things are
established,
and there is none that can resist your will.
For you have made all things, the heaven and
the earth,
and all that is held within the circle of
heaven;
you are the Lord of all.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
who in the abundance of your kindness
surpass the merits and the desires of those
who entreat you,
pour out your mercy upon us
to pardon what conscience dreads
and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Isaiah 5:1-7

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Let me sing to my friend
the song of his love for his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.
In the middle he built a tower,
he dug a press there too.
He expected it to yield grapes,
but sour grapes were all that it gave.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
I ask you to judge
between my vineyard and me.
What could I have done for my vineyard
that I have not done?
I expected it to yield grapes.
Why did it yield sour grapes instead?
Very well, I will tell you
what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on,
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on.
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;
overgrown by the briar and the thorn.
I will command the clouds
to rain no rain on it.
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the House of Israel,
and the men of Judah that chosen plant.
He expected justice, but found bloodshed,
integrity, but only a cry of distress.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 79

Response:
The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt;
		 to plant it you drove out the nations.
		 It stretched out its branches to the sea,
		 to the Great River it stretched out its
		shoots. (R.)
2. Then why have you broken down its
			walls?
		 It is plucked by all who pass by.
		 It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
		 devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.)
3.
		
		
		

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

4. And we shall never forsake you again:
		 give us life that we may call upon your
			name.
		 God of hosts, bring us back;
		 let your face shine on us and we shall be
			saved. (R.)
SECOND READING

Philippians 4:6-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians.
There is no need to worry; but if there is
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for
it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace
of God, which is so much greater than we can
understand, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers,
fill your minds with everything that is true,
everything that is noble, everything that is good
and pure, everything that we love and honour,
and everything that can be thought virtuous or
worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that
you learnt from me and have been taught by
me and have heard or seen that I do. Then the
God of peace will be with you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Matthew 21:33-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders
of the people, “Listen to another parable.
There was a man, a landowner, who planted a
vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress in
it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants
and went abroad. When vintage time drew near
he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his servants,
thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third.
Next he sent some more servants, this time
a larger number, and they dealt with them in
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them.
‘They will respect my son,’ he said. But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to each other,
‘This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and
take over his inheritance.’ So they seized him
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him. Now when the owner of the vineyard
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comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They
answered, “He will bring those wretches to a
wretched end and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will deliver the produce to him
when the season arrives.” Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read in the scriptures:
It was the stone rejected by the builders
that became the keystone.
This was the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful to see?
“I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will
be taken from you and given to a people who
will produce its fruit.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray,
the sacrifices instituted by your commands
and, through the sacred mysteries,
which we celebrate with dutiful service,
graciously complete the sanctifying work
by which you are pleased to redeem us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord is good to those who hope in him,
to the soul that seeks him.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant us, almighty God,
that we may be refreshed and nourished
by the Sacrament which we have received,
so as to be transformed into what we consume.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

NEWSLETTER

The Parish Office is open on a part time basis on:
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
09h30 to 13h00 & 13h30 to15h30
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com
St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): TEMPORARILY CLOSED

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

6.00pm (Vigil): Todd Family’s intentions (Jenny)
Sunday 4th October: Twenty-Seventh Sunday (A)
Rosary Sunday
Mt 21: 28-32
8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am: UCM members and families
11.00am: Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Gemma)
12.15 am: Baptism of Colby, Ty & Kacey Harman
6.00pm: Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
Monday 5th Oct: Feria
12 noon: Thanksgiving (Carr Family)

Lk10:25-37

Tuesday 6th Oct: St Bruno, Priest

Lk 10:38-42
7.30 am: In Thanksgiving
12 noon: Winifride & David Browning– RIP (Eileen)
Wednesday 7th Oct: Our Lady of the Rosary
Lk 11: 1-4
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession)
12 noon: Welfare of Pamela & Peter Salvatori
(Pauline Ryan)
Thursday 8th Oct: Votive Mass: In Time of Famine
Lk 11:5-13
7.30 am: Intentions of Joan on her birthday
12 noon: Special Intentions (Noreen Egan)
Friday 9th Oct: St John Henry Newman, Priest
Family Fast Day
Jn 15:9-17
12 noon: Special Intentions (Joan Blows)
7.30pm: Maximillian Ty - RIP (Dory Ignacio)
Saturday 10th Oct: St Paulinus of York Lk 11:27-28
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession)
12 noon: Becky Judge - RIP (Lucy Purbrick)
2.00 pm: Baptism of Noah Waclawski
6.00pm (Vigil): Roberto di Paco - RIP (Burniston Fam)
Sunday 11th Oct: Twenty-Eighth Sunday (A)
Mt 22: 1-4
8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am: Maurice Crosland - RIP (SVP)
11.00am: William, Mary & Tony Ashman - RIP
(Catherine Ashman)
12.15 am: Baptism of Lizelle Dendiro Sullivan
6.00pm: Welfare of Castro-Long Family

PARISH MATTERS
Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam and Sr Anne Bross (formerly of
our parish)
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny,
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts and Maurice Crosland
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
Maximillian Ty; Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon; Catherine Ferguson;
Margaret Jones and Theresa Hodges
OCTOBER ROSARY - Archbishop John Wilson has asked us
to pray a decade of the Rosary every day for the persecuted
Church. He said “the persecution of Christians is so frequent
that we are now used to it. It has become acceptable for Christians to be persecuted for their faith. It is not acceptable. It is
not acceptable that people should be brought before the court,
brought before the militia for what they believe. Freedom to
believe is essential and if we do not speak up nobody else will.
Solidarity with persecuted Christians is in our hearts. We should
never be complacent about this.”
During the month of October we are hoping to say the Rosary at
11.30 each weekday (just before 12 noon Mass). Please join us
in praying the Rosary each weekday. Thank you to all those
who offered to lead us in praying the Rosary.
PRISONS WEEK 11– 17 October 2020. Sunday, October 11
marks the start of Prisons’ Week. Bishop Richard Moth, Liaison
Bishop for Prisons, asks that we pray for all those affected by
the criminal justice and system and consider volunteering time
to help those affected by imprisonment. Information is available
on PACT’s website www.prisonadvice.org.uk

OUR SHOP/ REPOSITORY
The Risk assessment to open our shop has been completed
and we are now asking for volunteers to come forward to
help staff the shop. Please would all those interested in volunteering contact Linda in the office to let her know your contact details and possible availability for planning purposes.

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly
into the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked
for can you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email
will do) that you have done this. It helps with the finance
records. Thank you!

From Fr Anthony ...

In December 1961 I was presented with a copy of the New Testament “for best attendance during
the year as an altar server.” I still have it. The title page read The New Testament of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ newly translated from the vulgate Latin authorised by hierarchy of England and
Wales and the hierarchy of Scotland. Up till then the English translation of the Latin vulgate was the
Rheims Bible published in 1582. In 1936 Monsignor Ronald Knox was asked to render a new translation of the Latin Vulgate into accessible and timeless English. The translation of the books of the
bible from the Greek and Hebrew into Latin was largely the work of St Jerome. Last week, on 30th
September, we marked 1600 years since his death. St Jerome had been asked initially to translate
the Gospels into Latin so that the scripture should be more accessible to the ordinary people. He
was passionate about Scripture. He once said “Make knowledge of Scripture your love... live with
them, mediate on them, make them the sole object of your knowledge and enquiry.” He also said
“The scriptures are shallow enough for a babe to come and drink without fear of drowning and deep
enough for theologians to swim in without reaching the bottom.” His most well know quote is
“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”
This year and next, our bishops with The Bible Society are promoting and encouraging a deeper encounter God’s Word, called “The GOD WHO SPEAKS”. As they remind us, Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does. The word of God shapes our prayer and worship. The Bible
shows us how to understand the world, how we are called to live and relate to each other.
Do you remember Pope Francis suggesting, ‘Everyone should carry a small Bible or pocket edition
of the Gospels and should find at least a few minutes every day to read the word of God?’ I wonder
what is our relationship with Scripture? Do we read Scripture. It is a part of our daily life? Recently
the Catholic Truth Society published “Bible” Youth Bible of the Catholic Church. In the preface written by Pope Francis he tells the young people how he reads his Bible. It is old and battered. He
says “I love my old Bible which has been with me half my life. It witnessed my priestly jubilee and
has been sprinkled with my tears. It is my most precious treasure. My life depends on it. I would not
give it up for anything in the world. Often, I take it out and read a little in it, then I put it away and let
the Lord look at me. I do not look at the Lord, but HE looks at me. Sometimes he does not speak.
Then I feel nothing, only emptiness, emptiness, emptiness, but I remain there patiently, and so I
wait. I read and I pray. I pray seated because it hurts me to kneel down. Sometimes I even fall
asleep, while praying. But that makes no difference. I am like a son in his father’s house, and that is
the important thing. Do you want to make me happy? Read the Bible.”
CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY- Friday, 9th October 2020
The CAFOD family fast day this year is Friday, 9th October. Donations can be made using the envelopes at the
back of the church (return to church on the weekend of
10th/11th October); via the CAFOD website cafod.org.uk/
give; or via text: Please text CAFOD to 70085 to donate
£10. (Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message and
you’ll be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If you’d like to give £10
but do not wish to receive marketing communications, text
CAFODNOINFO to 70085
CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS
As you face the altar on the left hand side of the church next to
the notice board is our new, electronic contactless payment machine which accepts donations happily, effortlessly and safely to
the legal maximum (£45). Receipts can be sent to you electronically. Try it out to see if it works for you!
The office now offers contactless or electronic payments for
Mass intentions and other transactions. Please pop in and see
Linda if this is your preferred payment method.

Please pray for our First Holy Communicants:
Charlotte Mead; Oliver Mead; Anthony Burti, Elizabeth
Burti Louis Kennedy; Phoebe Tighe; Sylvester Knight,
Iona Lavan; Alice Delgado; Oliver Culver; Olivia Zajac;
Nicolle Machado; Marcel Szymczak; Alicja Musial; Mael
Staehler; Nicola Kuzniarowska; Declan Saunders;
Ana Beatriz Pacheco de Castro
TRACE AND TEST VOLUNTEERS
We are in need of volunteers to assist with Trace and
Test before Mass on Sundays (8am, 9.30am, 11am and
6pm) and to help sanitise the church after Mass. If you
can help, please email your name and preferred Mass to
Linda in the office or phone the office on 01227 462896.
SCHOOL ADMITTANCE SUPPLEMENTARY FORMS
Father Anthony will be available to sign school supplementary forms for St Thomas’ Primary School and St Anselm’s Secondary School at the Presbytery (59 Burgate)
at the following times:
Monday, 5th October 2020 from 4.00pm to 6.00pm
Wednesday, 7th October from 4.00pm to 6.00pm

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other very
generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and to
CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

