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John the Baptist’s preaching attracted the 
attention of tax collectors and soldiers, 
both groups essential to the maintaining of 
Roman rule. 

It was more likely for this reason that John 
was eventually imprisoned and executed.

The teachings of the Gospel are valid for 
each generation: we should read and apply 
them in the light of our own situation and 
experience.

LEARN

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All that you have done to us, O Lord,
you have done with true judgement,
for we have sinned against you
and not obeyed your commandments.
But give glory to your name
and deal with us according to the bounty of  
 your mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who manifest your almighty power
above all by pardoning and showing mercy,
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly  
 upon us
and make those hastening to attain your  
 promises
heirs to the treasures of heaven.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:25-28

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me 
as follows: “You object, ‘What the Lord does 
is unjust.’ Listen, you House of Israel: is 
what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that 
is unjust? When the upright man renounces 
his integrity to commit sin and dies because 
of this, he dies because of the evil that he 
himself has committed. When the sinner 
renounces sin to become law-abiding and 
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen 
to renounce all his previous sins; he shall 
certainly live; he shall not die.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 24

Response:
Remember your mercy, Lord.

1.  Lord, make me know your ways.
  Lord, teach me your paths.
  Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
  for you are God my saviour. (R.)

2.  Remember your mercy, Lord,
  and the love you have shown from of old.
  Do not remember the sins of my youth.
  In your love remember me,
  because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3.  The Lord is good and upright.
  He shows the path to those who stray,
  he guides the humble in the right path,
  he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING  Philippians 2:1-11

(For shorter form, read between > <)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians.

>If our life in Christ means anything to you, 
if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that 
we have in common, or any tenderness and 
sympathy, then be united in your convictions 
and united in your love, with a common 
purpose and a common mind. That is the 
one thing which would make me completely 
happy. There must be no competition among 
you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-
effacing. Always consider the other person 
to be better than yourself, so that nobody 
thinks of his own interests first but everybody 
thinks of other people’s interests instead. In 
your minds you must be the same as Christ 
Jesus:<

His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling 
to his equality with God
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the  
  underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

>The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 21:28-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 
of the people, “What is your opinion? A man 
had two sons. He went and said to the first, 
‘My boy, you go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not go’, but 
afterwards thought better of it and went. The 
man then went and said the same thing to 
the second who answered, ‘Certainly, sir’, but 
did not go. Which of the two did the father’s 
will?” “The first” they said. Jesus said to 
them, “I tell you solemnly, tax collectors 
and prostitutes are making their way into 

the kingdom of God before you. For John 
came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, 
but you did not believe him, and yet the tax 
collectors and prostitutes did. Even after 
seeing that, you refused to think better of it 
and believe in him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant us, O merciful God,
that this our offering may find acceptance  
 with you
and that through it the wellspring of all  
 blessing
may be laid open before us.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Remember your word to your servant,  
 O Lord,
by which you have given me hope.
This is my comfort when I am brought low.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,
restore us in mind and body,
that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ,
to whose suffering we are united
whenever we proclaim his Death.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen.
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Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem with his disciples. He has caused a scene 
by driving out the merchants from the precincts of the Temple, and the 
chief priests and elders of the people have questioned his authority to act 
in this way. 
Jesus does not answer their demand, but challenges them about the origin of the teaching 
of John the Baptist, whether it was human or divine. They cannot admit that John is a 
prophet, as they are allied with the Romans and with Herod Antipas, who regard the Baptist 
as a possible focal point for a popular rebellion: if they declare that his teaching is simply 
human doctrine, then they risk antagonising the people, who hold John in high esteem.

Sensing themselves caught out whatever answer they might give, they play the political 
card and avoid committing themselves. Jesus then refuses to reply to their question, but 
tells them the parable about the two sons and their reaction to the instruction of their father. 
By implication, the religious authorities are identified with the second son, who outwardly 
assents to his father’s desire – “Certainly, sir” – but fails to carry it out. In this way, they 
prove themselves less than members of the most despised groups in the land, tax collectors 
and prostitutes, both of whom, in different ways, collaborate with the Roman occupiers of 
the country. Not even the positive reception of John’s message on the part of these groups 
caused the authorities to listen to what he had to say and to amend their ways of thinking 
and living. n 

THE WORD Year A • Psalter Week 2

SAY

Lord, teach me your ways, 
Lord show me your paths.
(Psalm 25:4)

Listen to politicians avoiding answering 
questions directly. Reflect on what it would 
mean if they (and we) commited ourselves to 
a more honest approach in speaking.

DO

One of the ways in which we can fail 
to appreciate the meaning of the 
Gospels is to regard them simply 

as historical documents, relating the story 
of Jesus, and, among other things, his 
teaching and his conflict with the religious 
authorities of his day. This can, in a 
way, be quite comforting, as we can tell 
ourselves that, like the Hebrew prophets, 
we are looking at a past situation which 
has little to do with us. But even with 
the Gospel versions which have come 
down to us, it is not so simple. The 

arguments which we find in Matthew’s 
account, especially the passages where 
Jesus condemns in unambiguous, and 
untypical, language the scribes and the 
Pharisees, reflect more the situation of 
Matthew’s later community versus the 
synagogue and its contemporary leaders, 
than disputes which Jesus might have 
had with the authorities of his time, 
especially the chief priests and the elders. 

The Gospels are part of the word of God: 
in this way, they have a permanent and 

contemporary message for the disciples 
of Jesus in each generation. One danger 
that the prophets, including John the 
Baptist, saw was that organised religion 
can become a substitute for a true 
commitment to the covenant relationship 
between God and God’s people. It can 
encourage a complacent attitude, where 
the responsibility of living up to the 
calling to be the people of God can be 
forgotten: where positions of authority 
can become instruments of power. n

REFLECT

Christ driving the merchants from the Temple: stained glass window from Saint Germain 
l’Auxerrois church in Paris, France.

CERTAINLY, 
SIR!

(MATTHEW 21:28-32)



Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. 
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings, 
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are 
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by 
Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

John the Baptist’s preaching attracted the 
attention of tax collectors and soldiers, 
both groups essential to the maintaining of 
Roman rule. 

It was more likely for this reason that John 
was eventually imprisoned and executed.

The teachings of the Gospel are valid for 
each generation: we should read and apply 
them in the light of our own situation and 
experience.

LEARN

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All that you have done to us, O Lord,
you have done with true judgement,
for we have sinned against you
and not obeyed your commandments.
But give glory to your name
and deal with us according to the bounty of  
 your mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who manifest your almighty power
above all by pardoning and showing mercy,
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly  
 upon us
and make those hastening to attain your  
 promises
heirs to the treasures of heaven.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:25-28

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me 
as follows: “You object, ‘What the Lord does 
is unjust.’ Listen, you House of Israel: is 
what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that 
is unjust? When the upright man renounces 
his integrity to commit sin and dies because 
of this, he dies because of the evil that he 
himself has committed. When the sinner 
renounces sin to become law-abiding and 
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen 
to renounce all his previous sins; he shall 
certainly live; he shall not die.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 24

Response:
Remember your mercy, Lord.

1.  Lord, make me know your ways.
  Lord, teach me your paths.
  Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
  for you are God my saviour. (R.)

2.  Remember your mercy, Lord,
  and the love you have shown from of old.
  Do not remember the sins of my youth.
  In your love remember me,
  because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3.  The Lord is good and upright.
  He shows the path to those who stray,
  he guides the humble in the right path,
  he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING  Philippians 2:1-11

(For shorter form, read between > <)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians.

>If our life in Christ means anything to you, 
if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that 
we have in common, or any tenderness and 
sympathy, then be united in your convictions 
and united in your love, with a common 
purpose and a common mind. That is the 
one thing which would make me completely 
happy. There must be no competition among 
you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-
effacing. Always consider the other person 
to be better than yourself, so that nobody 
thinks of his own interests first but everybody 
thinks of other people’s interests instead. In 
your minds you must be the same as Christ 
Jesus:<

His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling 
to his equality with God
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the  
  underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

>The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 21:28-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 
of the people, “What is your opinion? A man 
had two sons. He went and said to the first, 
‘My boy, you go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not go’, but 
afterwards thought better of it and went. The 
man then went and said the same thing to 
the second who answered, ‘Certainly, sir’, but 
did not go. Which of the two did the father’s 
will?” “The first” they said. Jesus said to 
them, “I tell you solemnly, tax collectors 
and prostitutes are making their way into 

the kingdom of God before you. For John 
came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, 
but you did not believe him, and yet the tax 
collectors and prostitutes did. Even after 
seeing that, you refused to think better of it 
and believe in him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant us, O merciful God,
that this our offering may find acceptance  
 with you
and that through it the wellspring of all  
 blessing
may be laid open before us.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Remember your word to your servant,  
 O Lord,
by which you have given me hope.
This is my comfort when I am brought low.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,
restore us in mind and body,
that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ,
to whose suffering we are united
whenever we proclaim his Death.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen.
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Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem with his disciples. He has caused a scene 
by driving out the merchants from the precincts of the Temple, and the 
chief priests and elders of the people have questioned his authority to act 
in this way. 
Jesus does not answer their demand, but challenges them about the origin of the teaching 
of John the Baptist, whether it was human or divine. They cannot admit that John is a 
prophet, as they are allied with the Romans and with Herod Antipas, who regard the Baptist 
as a possible focal point for a popular rebellion: if they declare that his teaching is simply 
human doctrine, then they risk antagonising the people, who hold John in high esteem.

Sensing themselves caught out whatever answer they might give, they play the political 
card and avoid committing themselves. Jesus then refuses to reply to their question, but 
tells them the parable about the two sons and their reaction to the instruction of their father. 
By implication, the religious authorities are identified with the second son, who outwardly 
assents to his father’s desire – “Certainly, sir” – but fails to carry it out. In this way, they 
prove themselves less than members of the most despised groups in the land, tax collectors 
and prostitutes, both of whom, in different ways, collaborate with the Roman occupiers of 
the country. Not even the positive reception of John’s message on the part of these groups 
caused the authorities to listen to what he had to say and to amend their ways of thinking 
and living. n 

THE WORD Year A • Psalter Week 2

SAY

Lord, teach me your ways, 
Lord show me your paths.
(Psalm 25:4)

Listen to politicians avoiding answering 
questions directly. Reflect on what it would 
mean if they (and we) commited ourselves to 
a more honest approach in speaking.

DO

One of the ways in which we can fail 
to appreciate the meaning of the 
Gospels is to regard them simply 

as historical documents, relating the story 
of Jesus, and, among other things, his 
teaching and his conflict with the religious 
authorities of his day. This can, in a 
way, be quite comforting, as we can tell 
ourselves that, like the Hebrew prophets, 
we are looking at a past situation which 
has little to do with us. But even with 
the Gospel versions which have come 
down to us, it is not so simple. The 

arguments which we find in Matthew’s 
account, especially the passages where 
Jesus condemns in unambiguous, and 
untypical, language the scribes and the 
Pharisees, reflect more the situation of 
Matthew’s later community versus the 
synagogue and its contemporary leaders, 
than disputes which Jesus might have 
had with the authorities of his time, 
especially the chief priests and the elders. 

The Gospels are part of the word of God: 
in this way, they have a permanent and 

contemporary message for the disciples 
of Jesus in each generation. One danger 
that the prophets, including John the 
Baptist, saw was that organised religion 
can become a substitute for a true 
commitment to the covenant relationship 
between God and God’s people. It can 
encourage a complacent attitude, where 
the responsibility of living up to the 
calling to be the people of God can be 
forgotten: where positions of authority 
can become instruments of power. n

REFLECT

Christ driving the merchants from the Temple: stained glass window from Saint Germain 
l’Auxerrois church in Paris, France.

CERTAINLY, 
SIR!

(MATTHEW 21:28-32)



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

I often tell the story of when I was a student for the priesthood, a group of us seminarians would 
spend the Christmas holidays, helping a community of nuns in a convent in the West Country with 
decorating and painting. During the sister’s recreation time we would meet with them. On one such 
occasion a sister asked me “How do you pray?” This completely floored me and I don’t remember 
how I answered. If you were asked that question today how would you answer? How would you de-
scribe or talk about your prayer? It is a very different question from “What is prayer? That question 
would be easier to answer. I could go to the Catechism of the Catholic Church and summarise Part 
Four: “Christian Prayer” paragraphs 2558 -2856. On my bookshelves I have numerous books on dif-
ferent ways of praying. At the moment I am listening to an Audiobook of St Teresa of Avila’s “Way of 
Perfection” written by her for the Sisters in her convent. It is an easy read compared to some of her 
other works. It is straight forward and practical. She is writing from her experience. 

I thought I would just write something about my prayer. It is best for me to talk about my own experi-
ence of prayer rather than give you theory. This is only to encourage you because I am not about to 
tell you what a great person of prayer I am. Because I am not. The first thing to say is that I pray 
every day. I know that what is important are not the words I say but that I give myself the time to lis-
ten to God. I have realised that I need to set aside time to be still. As a priest I have an obligation to 
pray the Psalms five times a day. This is called “the Prayer of the Church”. There are times when I 
have treated this as chore. I have rushed through these psalms to get them done. Yet there have 
been times when, if I take my time, the words of these ancient prayers, said by Jesus, inspired by 
God, have touched my heart. Just take a verse from psalm 30 that I recited on Thursday evening. 
“O Lord, I cried to you for help and you, my God, have healed me. O Lord, you have raised my soul 
from the dead, restored me to life from those who sink into the grace”. Reading this I know that God 
listens to me, heals me, and restores me. I give thanks for this. These are words of comfort when I 
am worried or anxious about what is happening around me. The celebration of Mass is prayer. I 
come as one who listens and I open my heart to hear God speaking in the prayers and in Scripture. 
I am present to Jesus who is present to me. It is not just me and Jesus but I join with my brothers 
and sisters and we give praise together as well as listen. I am strengthened and nourished as part 
of the body of Christ. This Sunday we have St Paul in the second reading calling us to be united in 
my love, with a common purpose and a common mind. These are words that I will take way with me 
and read over during the week.  This coming Thursday, 1st October, is the feast of St Thérèse of 
Lisieux. There is a great quote from her at the beginning of the section on prayer in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. “For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward 
Heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.”  
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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open on a part time basis on: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 

09h30 to 13h00 & 13h30 to15h30 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam and Sr Anne Bross (formerly of 
our parish) 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts and Maurice Crosland 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:   
Bernadette LEE 
Rachelle CASTRO 
Charles RYAN 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Anastasia, John & Christine - RIP 
 
Sunday 27th Sept: Twenty-Sixth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 21: 28-32 
8.00am:  Carol Dempsey - RIP (Bridget) 
9.30am:  Welfare of Simon Lam  
11.00am: Welfare of Mary Dittrich (E. M. Murphy) 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm:  People of the Parish 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 28th Sept: St Wenceslaus Mt 9: 46-50 
12 noon: Mr & Mrs Abraham– RIP (Abraham Fam.) 
 
Tuesday 29th Sept:  St Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, Archangels 
  Jn 1: 47-51 
12 noon: Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
 
Wednesday 30th Sept:  St Jerome Lk 9: 57-62 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: Justine Bludgus - RIP (James Pullicino) 
 
Thursday 1st October:  St Therese of Lisieux 
  Lk 10:1-12 
12 noon: Chris Silcock on his birthday (Cherry) 
 
Friday 2nd October:  The Holy Guardian Angels 
  Mt 18: 1-5, 10 
12 noon: Tony Kenny - RIP (Sue Nolan & Family) 
7.30pm: Eileen Geoghegan - RIP (Anne Mannion & 
    Family) 
 
Saturday 3rd October:  Feria Lk 10: 17-24 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon:  70th Wedding Anniversary (Tessa Metcalfe) 

 
 
6.00pm (Vigil):  Todd Family’s intentions (Jenny) 
 
Sunday 4th October: Twenty-Seventh Sunday (A) 
   Mt 21: 28-32 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  UCM members and families 
11.00am: Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Gemma) 
12.15 am: Baptism of Colby, Ty & Kacey Harman 
6.00pm:  Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other 

very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and 
to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly 
into the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked 
for can you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email 
will do) that you have done this. It helps with the finance 
records. Thank you! 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 
Please pray for our new communicants who celebrated 
this weekend 

Harvest Festival, Sunday, 27th September 
We shall be celebrating the Harvest with a display in our 
church from the 18th, we would appreciate donations of 
food items( in date) which will be donated to Catching 
lives ( local homeless charity). Please add your donations 
to our display (do not drop off at the Presbytery). List of 
items needed can be found on our Parish Facebook 
page .Thank you, Sherene 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
As you face the altar on the left hand side of the church 
next to the notice board is our new, electronic contactless 
payment machine which accepts donations happily, effort-
lessly and safely to the legal maximum (£45).   Receipts 
can be sent to you electronically.  Try it out to see if it 
works for you!  
The office now offers contactless or electronic payments 
for Mass intentions and other transactions.  Please pop in 
and see Linda if this is your preferred payment method. 

RECONCILIATION   
We will be reopening our Reconciliation Times starting on 

Wednesday 30 September 2020 as follows: 
Wednesdays mornings 10h30 to 11h30 
Saturday mornings 10h30 to 11h30 

OUR SHOP/ REPOSITORY 
The Risk assessment to open our shop has been completed 
and we are now asking for volunteers to come forward to 
help staff the shop.  Please would all those interested in vol-
unteering contact Linda in the office to let her know your con-
tact details and possible availability for planning purposes. 

HARVEST FAST DAY- Friday, 9th October 2020  The CAFOD 
family fast day this year is Friday, 9th October.  Donations can be 
made using the envelopes at the back of the church (return to 
church on the weekend of 10th/11th October); via the CAFOD 
website cafod.org.uk/give; or via text:  Please text CAFOD to 
70085 to donate £10. (Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message 
and you’ll be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising via 
telephone and SMS.  If you’d like to give £10 but do not wish to receive 
marketing communications, text CAFODNOINFO to 70085 OCTOBER ROSARY -  Archbishop John Wilson has asked us to 

pray a decade  of the Rosary every day for the persecuted 
Church.   He said “the persecution of Christians is so frequent 
that we are now used to it.  It has become acceptable for Chris-
tians to be persecuted for their faith.  It is not acceptable.  It is not 
acceptable that people should be brought before the court, 
brought before the militia for what they believe.  Freedom to be-
lieve is essential and if we do not speak up nobody else will. Soli-
darity with persecuted Christians is in our hearts.  We should 
never be complacent about this.” 
During the month of October we are hoping to say the Rosary at 
11.30 each weekday (just before 12 noon Mass).  We are asking 
for volunteers to lead the Rosary each day.  If you can help, 
please put your name on the list in the Narthex.  Thank you 

PRISONS WEEK  11– 17 October 2020.  Sunday, October 11 
marks the start of Prisons’ Week.  Bishop Richard Moth, Liaison 
Bishop for Prisons, asks that we pray for all those affected by 
the criminal justice and system and consider volunteering time 
to help those affected by imprisonment.  Information is available 
on PACT’s website www.prisonadvice.org.uk 



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

I often tell the story of when I was a student for the priesthood, a group of us seminarians would 
spend the Christmas holidays, helping a community of nuns in a convent in the West Country with 
decorating and painting. During the sister’s recreation time we would meet with them. On one such 
occasion a sister asked me “How do you pray?” This completely floored me and I don’t remember 
how I answered. If you were asked that question today how would you answer? How would you de-
scribe or talk about your prayer? It is a very different question from “What is prayer? That question 
would be easier to answer. I could go to the Catechism of the Catholic Church and summarise Part 
Four: “Christian Prayer” paragraphs 2558 -2856. On my bookshelves I have numerous books on dif-
ferent ways of praying. At the moment I am listening to an Audiobook of St Teresa of Avila’s “Way of 
Perfection” written by her for the Sisters in her convent. It is an easy read compared to some of her 
other works. It is straight forward and practical. She is writing from her experience. 

I thought I would just write something about my prayer. It is best for me to talk about my own experi-
ence of prayer rather than give you theory. This is only to encourage you because I am not about to 
tell you what a great person of prayer I am. Because I am not. The first thing to say is that I pray 
every day. I know that what is important are not the words I say but that I give myself the time to lis-
ten to God. I have realised that I need to set aside time to be still. As a priest I have an obligation to 
pray the Psalms five times a day. This is called “the Prayer of the Church”. There are times when I 
have treated this as chore. I have rushed through these psalms to get them done. Yet there have 
been times when, if I take my time, the words of these ancient prayers, said by Jesus, inspired by 
God, have touched my heart. Just take a verse from psalm 30 that I recited on Thursday evening. 
“O Lord, I cried to you for help and you, my God, have healed me. O Lord, you have raised my soul 
from the dead, restored me to life from those who sink into the grace”. Reading this I know that God 
listens to me, heals me, and restores me. I give thanks for this. These are words of comfort when I 
am worried or anxious about what is happening around me. The celebration of Mass is prayer. I 
come as one who listens and I open my heart to hear God speaking in the prayers and in Scripture. 
I am present to Jesus who is present to me. It is not just me and Jesus but I join with my brothers 
and sisters and we give praise together as well as listen. I am strengthened and nourished as part 
of the body of Christ. This Sunday we have St Paul in the second reading calling us to be united in 
my love, with a common purpose and a common mind. These are words that I will take way with me 
and read over during the week.  This coming Thursday, 1st October, is the feast of St Thérèse of 
Lisieux. There is a great quote from her at the beginning of the section on prayer in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. “For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward 
Heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.”  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open on a part time basis on: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 

09h30 to 13h00 & 13h30 to15h30 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat 
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam and Sr Anne Bross (formerly of 
our parish) 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts and Maurice Crosland 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:   
Bernadette LEE 
Rachelle CASTRO 
Charles RYAN 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Anastasia, John & Christine - RIP 
 
Sunday 27th Sept: Twenty-Sixth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 21: 28-32 
8.00am:  Carol Dempsey - RIP (Bridget) 
9.30am:  Welfare of Simon Lam  
11.00am: Welfare of Mary Dittrich (E. M. Murphy) 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm:  People of the Parish 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 28th Sept: St Wenceslaus Mt 9: 46-50 
12 noon: Mr & Mrs Abraham– RIP (Abraham Fam.) 
 
Tuesday 29th Sept:  St Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, Archangels 
  Jn 1: 47-51 
12 noon: Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
 
Wednesday 30th Sept:  St Jerome Lk 9: 57-62 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon: Justine Bludgus - RIP (James Pullicino) 
 
Thursday 1st October:  St Therese of Lisieux 
  Lk 10:1-12 
12 noon: Chris Silcock on his birthday (Cherry) 
 
Friday 2nd October:  The Holy Guardian Angels 
  Mt 18: 1-5, 10 
12 noon: Tony Kenny - RIP (Sue Nolan & Family) 
7.30pm: Eileen Geoghegan - RIP (Anne Mannion & 
    Family) 
 
Saturday 3rd October:  Feria Lk 10: 17-24 
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon:  70th Wedding Anniversary (Tessa Metcalfe) 

 
 
6.00pm (Vigil):  Todd Family’s intentions (Jenny) 
 
Sunday 4th October: Twenty-Seventh Sunday (A) 
   Mt 21: 28-32 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 
9.30am:  UCM members and families 
11.00am: Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Gemma) 
12.15 am: Baptism of Colby, Ty & Kacey Harman 
6.00pm:  Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other 

very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and 
to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly 
into the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked 
for can you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email 
will do) that you have done this. It helps with the finance 
records. Thank you! 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 
Please pray for our new communicants who celebrated 
this weekend 

Harvest Festival, Sunday, 27th September 
We shall be celebrating the Harvest with a display in our 
church from the 18th, we would appreciate donations of 
food items( in date) which will be donated to Catching 
lives ( local homeless charity). Please add your donations 
to our display (do not drop off at the Presbytery). List of 
items needed can be found on our Parish Facebook 
page .Thank you, Sherene 

CONTACTLESS GIVING / ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
As you face the altar on the left hand side of the church 
next to the notice board is our new, electronic contactless 
payment machine which accepts donations happily, effort-
lessly and safely to the legal maximum (£45).   Receipts 
can be sent to you electronically.  Try it out to see if it 
works for you!  
The office now offers contactless or electronic payments 
for Mass intentions and other transactions.  Please pop in 
and see Linda if this is your preferred payment method. 

RECONCILIATION   
We will be reopening our Reconciliation Times starting on 

Wednesday 30 September 2020 as follows: 
Wednesdays mornings 10h30 to 11h30 
Saturday mornings 10h30 to 11h30 

OUR SHOP/ REPOSITORY 
The Risk assessment to open our shop has been completed 
and we are now asking for volunteers to come forward to 
help staff the shop.  Please would all those interested in vol-
unteering contact Linda in the office to let her know your con-
tact details and possible availability for planning purposes. 

HARVEST FAST DAY- Friday, 9th October 2020  The CAFOD 
family fast day this year is Friday, 9th October.  Donations can be 
made using the envelopes at the back of the church (return to 
church on the weekend of 10th/11th October); via the CAFOD 
website cafod.org.uk/give; or via text:  Please text CAFOD to 
70085 to donate £10. (Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message 
and you’ll be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising via 
telephone and SMS.  If you’d like to give £10 but do not wish to receive 
marketing communications, text CAFODNOINFO to 70085 OCTOBER ROSARY -  Archbishop John Wilson has asked us to 

pray a decade  of the Rosary every day for the persecuted 
Church.   He said “the persecution of Christians is so frequent 
that we are now used to it.  It has become acceptable for Chris-
tians to be persecuted for their faith.  It is not acceptable.  It is not 
acceptable that people should be brought before the court, 
brought before the militia for what they believe.  Freedom to be-
lieve is essential and if we do not speak up nobody else will. Soli-
darity with persecuted Christians is in our hearts.  We should 
never be complacent about this.” 
During the month of October we are hoping to say the Rosary at 
11.30 each weekday (just before 12 noon Mass).  We are asking 
for volunteers to lead the Rosary each day.  If you can help, 
please put your name on the list in the Narthex.  Thank you 

PRISONS WEEK  11– 17 October 2020.  Sunday, October 11 
marks the start of Prisons’ Week.  Bishop Richard Moth, Liaison 
Bishop for Prisons, asks that we pray for all those affected by 
the criminal justice and system and consider volunteering time 
to help those affected by imprisonment.  Information is available 
on PACT’s website www.prisonadvice.org.uk 


