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24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME13 SEPTEMBER 2020 

THE WORD Year A • Psalter Week 4

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for  
 you,
that your prophets be found true.
Hear the prayers of your servant,
and of your people Israel.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Look upon us, O God,
Creator and ruler of all things,
and, that we may feel the working of your  
 mercy,
grant that we may serve you with all our 
 heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience the  
 vengeance of the Lord, 
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be   
 forgiven.
If a man nurses anger against another,
can he then demand compassion from the  
 Lord?
Showing no pity for a man like himself,
can he then plead for his own sins?
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes   
 resentment;
who will forgive him his sins?
Remember the last things, and stop hating,
remember dissolution and death, and live by  
 the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not  
 bear your neighbour ill-will;
remember the covenant of the Most High,  
 and overlook the offence.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 102 

Response:
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

1.  My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
  all my being, bless his holy name.
  My soul, give thanks to the Lord
  and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

2.  It is he who forgives all your guilt,
  who heals every one of your ills,
  who redeems your life from the grave,
  who crowns you with love and  
   compassion. (R.)

3.  His wrath will come to an end;
  he will not be angry for ever.
  He does not treat us according to our sins
  nor repay us according to our faults. (R.)

4.  For as the heavens are high above the  
   earth
  so strong is his love for those who fear  
   him.
  As far as the east is from the west
  so far does he remove our sins. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Romans 14:7-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.

The life and death of each of us has its 
influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so 
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This 
explains why Christ both died and came to 
life, it was so that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 18:21-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord, 
how often must I forgive my brother if he 
wrongs me? As often as seven times?” Jesus 
answered, “Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-
seven times.
 “And so the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who decided to settle 
his accounts with his servants. When the 
reckoning began, they brought him a man 
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had 
no means of paying, so his master gave 
orders that he should be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, 
to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw 
himself down at the master’s feet. ‘Give me 
time,’ he said, ‘and I will pay the whole sum.’ 
And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him 
that he let him go and cancelled the debt. 
Now as this servant went out, he happened 
to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 
hundred denarii; and he seized him by the 
throat and began to throttle him. ‘Pay what 
you owe me,’ he said. His fellow servant fell 
at his feet and implored him, saying, ‘Give 
me time and I will pay you.’ But the other 
would not agree; on the contrary, he had him 
thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. 
His fellow servants were deeply distressed 
when they saw what had happened, and they 
went to their master and reported the whole 
affair to him. Then the master sent for him. 
‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all 
that debt of yours when you appealed to me. 

Were you not bound, then, to have pity on 
your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?’ 
And in his anger the master handed him 
over to the torturers till he should pay all his 
debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will 
deal with you unless you each forgive your 
brother from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look with favour on our supplications, O Lord,
and in your kindness accept these, your  
 servants’ offerings, 
that what each has offered to the honour of  
 your name
may serve the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
How precious is your mercy, O God!
The children of men seek shelter in the  
 shadow of your wings.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May the working of this heavenly gift, O Lord,  
 we pray,
take possession of our minds and bodies,
so that its effects, and not our own desires,
may always prevail in us.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Look into your own heart. Is there someone 
there whom you will not forgive? What 
might you do about this?

DO

During this discourse, the fourth of five in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
continues to show how society’s standards are not those of his disciples. 
Peter presents a question about forgiving other people, and his initial proposal of doing 
so on seven occasions might appear to veer on the generous side. But Jesus replies in 
terms which suggest an incalculable number, and one which calls into question a system 
of pardon founded strictly on justice. Jesus illustrates God’s attitude by the parable of the 
debtor who refused to cancel a trifling amount in spite of his own creditor wiping out an 
enormous bill which he had no hope of ever settling.

Peter wants to know the limits of forgiveness. He is told that there is no limit to God’s 
forgiveness, and the parable makes it clear that the disciple of Jesus is expected to reflect 
this when dealing with other people. The master’s understanding and kindness is further 
emphasised when he cancels what he now refers to in the original text as a loan, rather 
than a debt. The ghastly punishment mentioned at the end of the story is not given in light 
of the debt owed but because of the person’s refusal to forgive someone else. Also, this 
forgiveness must be genuine, “from the heart”, and not just a superficial action which 
conceals the person’s true feelings and attitude. n 

LEARN

The law of retaliation (lex talionis) was a statute restricting retribution to the extent of the 
injury caused. It was intended to stop the developing of a vendetta which would have no 
ending.

A talent was a financial unit, representing a great sum of money. Ten thousand of these 
would be an astronomical amount which a servant would have no hope of ever repaying.

To end up in slavery as a result of debt was common in the ancient world. Under Jewish law, 
a wife could not be sold in this way.

SAY
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
(F.W. Faber)

There is, in fact, a limit to God’s 
forgiveness, and that is the limit 
which we ourselves impose. We 

are warned elsewhere in the Gospel 
that the amount we measure out will 
be the measure which we receive. 
But, more importantly, we ourselves 
remind God of this, and ask God to 
treat us as we treat others each time 
we say the Lord’s Prayer. One of the 
effects of using archaic language is that 
sometimes we do not really understand 
what we are saying: the line “Forgive 
us our trespasses…” really means 
“And forgive us our debts, as we have 
forgiven our debtors”, and Jesus goes 
on to spell out clearly that this is the 
standard of forgiveness that we will be 
subject to, one that we ourselves have 
laid down.

Peter’s posing of the question recalls 
an early story in Genesis about 
Lamech (Gen 4:23-24). This episode 
illustrates the increase in violence 
among human beings, where Lamech 
boasts about exacting seventyfold 
vengeance for injuries he received. 
The law of retribution (“eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth”) was intended to 
restrict revenge to the proportion of the 
offence, so it meant only an eye for an 
eye, only a tooth for a tooth… But later 
biblical teaching is about reconciling 
the parties. It may well be that Matthew 
is linking the debt owed to the master 
in the parable to sin, hence the master 
represents the heavenly Father. It is 
the clear, and uncomfortable, message 
that if we hope that God will forgive us, 
then we should be careful where we set 
the limits of God’s mercy. It is truly in 
our hands. n

REFLECT

FORGIVE  
ME AS I 
FORGIVE

(MATTHEW 18:21-35)
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for  
 you,
that your prophets be found true.
Hear the prayers of your servant,
and of your people Israel.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Look upon us, O God,
Creator and ruler of all things,
and, that we may feel the working of your  
 mercy,
grant that we may serve you with all our 
 heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience the  
 vengeance of the Lord, 
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be   
 forgiven.
If a man nurses anger against another,
can he then demand compassion from the  
 Lord?
Showing no pity for a man like himself,
can he then plead for his own sins?
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes   
 resentment;
who will forgive him his sins?
Remember the last things, and stop hating,
remember dissolution and death, and live by  
 the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not  
 bear your neighbour ill-will;
remember the covenant of the Most High,  
 and overlook the offence.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 102 

Response:
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

1.  My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
  all my being, bless his holy name.
  My soul, give thanks to the Lord
  and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

2.  It is he who forgives all your guilt,
  who heals every one of your ills,
  who redeems your life from the grave,
  who crowns you with love and  
   compassion. (R.)

3.  His wrath will come to an end;
  he will not be angry for ever.
  He does not treat us according to our sins
  nor repay us according to our faults. (R.)

4.  For as the heavens are high above the  
   earth
  so strong is his love for those who fear  
   him.
  As far as the east is from the west
  so far does he remove our sins. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Romans 14:7-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.

The life and death of each of us has its 
influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so 
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This 
explains why Christ both died and came to 
life, it was so that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 18:21-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord, 
how often must I forgive my brother if he 
wrongs me? As often as seven times?” Jesus 
answered, “Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-
seven times.
 “And so the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who decided to settle 
his accounts with his servants. When the 
reckoning began, they brought him a man 
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had 
no means of paying, so his master gave 
orders that he should be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, 
to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw 
himself down at the master’s feet. ‘Give me 
time,’ he said, ‘and I will pay the whole sum.’ 
And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him 
that he let him go and cancelled the debt. 
Now as this servant went out, he happened 
to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 
hundred denarii; and he seized him by the 
throat and began to throttle him. ‘Pay what 
you owe me,’ he said. His fellow servant fell 
at his feet and implored him, saying, ‘Give 
me time and I will pay you.’ But the other 
would not agree; on the contrary, he had him 
thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. 
His fellow servants were deeply distressed 
when they saw what had happened, and they 
went to their master and reported the whole 
affair to him. Then the master sent for him. 
‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all 
that debt of yours when you appealed to me. 

Were you not bound, then, to have pity on 
your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?’ 
And in his anger the master handed him 
over to the torturers till he should pay all his 
debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will 
deal with you unless you each forgive your 
brother from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look with favour on our supplications, O Lord,
and in your kindness accept these, your  
 servants’ offerings, 
that what each has offered to the honour of  
 your name
may serve the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
How precious is your mercy, O God!
The children of men seek shelter in the  
 shadow of your wings.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May the working of this heavenly gift, O Lord,  
 we pray,
take possession of our minds and bodies,
so that its effects, and not our own desires,
may always prevail in us.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Look into your own heart. Is there someone 
there whom you will not forgive? What 
might you do about this?

DO

During this discourse, the fourth of five in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
continues to show how society’s standards are not those of his disciples. 
Peter presents a question about forgiving other people, and his initial proposal of doing 
so on seven occasions might appear to veer on the generous side. But Jesus replies in 
terms which suggest an incalculable number, and one which calls into question a system 
of pardon founded strictly on justice. Jesus illustrates God’s attitude by the parable of the 
debtor who refused to cancel a trifling amount in spite of his own creditor wiping out an 
enormous bill which he had no hope of ever settling.

Peter wants to know the limits of forgiveness. He is told that there is no limit to God’s 
forgiveness, and the parable makes it clear that the disciple of Jesus is expected to reflect 
this when dealing with other people. The master’s understanding and kindness is further 
emphasised when he cancels what he now refers to in the original text as a loan, rather 
than a debt. The ghastly punishment mentioned at the end of the story is not given in light 
of the debt owed but because of the person’s refusal to forgive someone else. Also, this 
forgiveness must be genuine, “from the heart”, and not just a superficial action which 
conceals the person’s true feelings and attitude. n 

LEARN

The law of retaliation (lex talionis) was a statute restricting retribution to the extent of the 
injury caused. It was intended to stop the developing of a vendetta which would have no 
ending.

A talent was a financial unit, representing a great sum of money. Ten thousand of these 
would be an astronomical amount which a servant would have no hope of ever repaying.

To end up in slavery as a result of debt was common in the ancient world. Under Jewish law, 
a wife could not be sold in this way.

SAY
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
(F.W. Faber)

There is, in fact, a limit to God’s 
forgiveness, and that is the limit 
which we ourselves impose. We 

are warned elsewhere in the Gospel 
that the amount we measure out will 
be the measure which we receive. 
But, more importantly, we ourselves 
remind God of this, and ask God to 
treat us as we treat others each time 
we say the Lord’s Prayer. One of the 
effects of using archaic language is that 
sometimes we do not really understand 
what we are saying: the line “Forgive 
us our trespasses…” really means 
“And forgive us our debts, as we have 
forgiven our debtors”, and Jesus goes 
on to spell out clearly that this is the 
standard of forgiveness that we will be 
subject to, one that we ourselves have 
laid down.

Peter’s posing of the question recalls 
an early story in Genesis about 
Lamech (Gen 4:23-24). This episode 
illustrates the increase in violence 
among human beings, where Lamech 
boasts about exacting seventyfold 
vengeance for injuries he received. 
The law of retribution (“eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth”) was intended to 
restrict revenge to the proportion of the 
offence, so it meant only an eye for an 
eye, only a tooth for a tooth… But later 
biblical teaching is about reconciling 
the parties. It may well be that Matthew 
is linking the debt owed to the master 
in the parable to sin, hence the master 
represents the heavenly Father. It is 
the clear, and uncomfortable, message 
that if we hope that God will forgive us, 
then we should be careful where we set 
the limits of God’s mercy. It is truly in 
our hands. n

REFLECT

FORGIVE  
ME AS I 
FORGIVE

(MATTHEW 18:21-35)



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Now the significant number in the news this past week  is 6. We have the Rule of 6. Jesus, in this 
weekends Gospel, gives us a different set of numbers. 70 x 7 meaning endlessly or always. There 
can be no end to forgiveness. We are always to forgive.  There should be no limit. Yet humanly 
speaking this is such a challenge that some of us can’t forgive.  As a young priest I clearly remem-
ber the occasion when I was confronted in the street by a woman who told me that she could not 
say the Our Father because she was unable to pray the sentence: “Forgive us our sins as we for-
give those who sin against us”. Someone had hurt her so deeply that she was wanted me to help 
her. I can’t remember what I said but I am sure that it was inadequate. We often hear the quote “To 
err is human, and to forgive is divine.” We don’t need any help making mistakes, getting things 
wrong, and hurting others through our own selfishness. Yet is not so easy to admit mistakes and 
sins and to ask forgiveness.  We can so easily hold on to hurts that others have done to us. It is 
never easy to hold out a hand of friendship, healing, forgiveness and reconciliation. On several oc-
casions in my life as a priest I have been at funerals where families are present yet are not speaking 
to one another because hurtful things that have been said or done.  

What is unique about the message of Jesus is the call to forgive and to be forgiven. The life and 
teaching of Jesus was a challenge to accepted ways of thinking. Remember the powerful encounter 
with those who wanted to stone the woman caught in the very act of adultery. Jesus said, “Neither 
do I condemn you. Go and sin no more.” Hear again those extraordinary words that Jesus spoke 
from the cross. “Father forgive them…”  

It is the loving Father who gives us his grace that enables us to forgive and ask forgiveness. It is be-
cause the death and resurrection of Jesus that the tight grip of sin and death is broken and true 
healing takes place. Fr Paul Grogan in his booklet “Spiritual works of Mercy” offers some practical 
things to do. 

a. Pray for the grace to forgive a particular wrong. Be patient with yourself if you find this difficult 
to do immediately. At least pray for those who have offended you, asking( if such is not the 
case) that they may recognise the need for repentance. 

b. Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation: the experience of being forgiven by God in this moment 
will sensitise you to the need to extent his mercy to others. 

c. Seek to do good to someone who has wronged you: in this way you will be paying back “with a 
blessing”and “inherit a blessed yourself” (1 Peter 3:9). 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open on a part time basis.  
Linda is in the office Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-

days, Fridays from 09h30 to 13h00 & 13h30 to15h30 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Mary 
Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill 
Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Josie Carr and Simon Lam 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts and Maurice Crossland 
 
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this 
month:   
Bernadette LEE 
Rachelle CASTRO 
Charles RYAN 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Thanksgiving (Scott Family) 
 
Sunday 13th Sept: Twenty-Fourth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 18: 21-35 
8.00am:  Pat & Molly Connellan - RIP (Connellan) 
9.30am:  People of the Parish 
11.00am: Thanksgiving (Tessa) 
12.15 Baptism of Isaac Daniel Michael Archer 
6.00pm:  Becky Judge’s Family (Pauline Ventress) 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 14th Sept: Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
  Jn 3:13-17 
12 noon: Anthony Repaden (Aunnam John) 
 
Tuesday 15th Sept:  Our Lady of Sorrows 
  Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
12 noon: Foundation Mass: Lucy Richards– RIP 
 
Wednesday 16th Sept: Sts Cornelius & Cyprian 
  Lk 7: 31-35 
Consecration of St Thomas’ Church, Canterbury 
12 noon: For the People of the Parish 
 
Thursday 17th Sept:  St Robert Belarmine 
  Lk 7:36-50 
12 noon: Elizabeth Simpson– RIP (Connellan Fam.) 
 
Friday 18th Sept:  St Edith of Kemsing 
  Lk 8: 1-3 
10.00am: Graveside funeral of Maurice Crossland 
12 noon: Mathuw Azechenzden (Aunnam John) 
7.30pm: For all the First Holy Communicants 
Saturday 19 Sept:  St Theodore of Canterbury 
  Lk 8: 4-15 
10.30am—11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon:  Rose Priyyapilly (Aunnam John) 
 
3.00pm: Celebration of First Holy Communion 
 
6.00pm (Vigil):  Rob McGillie—RIP (Mary) 
 
Sunday 20th Sept: Twenty-Fifth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 18: 21-35 
8.00am:  Miriam Mather (Aunnam John) 
9.30am:  Mary and Chidi - wedding anniversary 
11.00am: Phyllis Stirton - RIP (Connellan Family) 
12.15 Baptism of Owen Michael Maughan 
6.00pm:  People of the Parish 

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other 
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and 

to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly 
into the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked 
for can you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email 
will do) that you have done this. It helps with the finance 
records. Thank you! 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
Church opening times for private prayer are: 
Monday to Saturday: 10.30 to end of 12 noon Mass 
Monday to Saturday: 14h30 to 16h30 
Friday evening: 18h00 to 20h00 (with First Friday Mass only) 
Sunday: 16h30 to end of 18h00 Mass 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 
Please pray for our new communicants who celebrated this 
weekend and for those celebrating over the next two week-
ends. 

Harvest Festival, Sunday, 27th September 
We are having a display in the church and items collected 
will be donated to Catching Lives (please do not drop 
these into the presbytery) more details to follow. 
Best wishes, Sherene 

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY APPEAL 
Revd Phil Greig at All Saints Church is in desperate need of 
helping a single mum in his parish with 4 young children, who 
has been served an eviction order for the first week of Octo-
ber, due to rent arrears of £1200. Although help is being 
sought from various agencies to try and put the order on hold, 
whilst a budgeting plan is put in place with the young mum, it 
would be wonderful if Christians could donate any amount to 
help this family in crisis.  If you can help, please donate by 
bank transfer to 'Together Kent', bank details: CAF Bank ac-
count; Sort Code 40 52 40; Account no 00029014;   
or by cheque, made payable to Together Kent, and sent to me. 
Thank you, David Hartwell; 07999900659(for texting) 
Connecting Canterbury, 7 Lichfield Avenue, CT1 3YA. 

SVP THANK YOU: we’ve supplied food vouchers for 
young families during August.  Also for three individuals 
facing the choice between rent and eating.  We know that 
a helping hand in a moment of crisis puts people back on 
their feet. Thank you for making that possible.  This 
month we will plan our response to a number of requests 
for white goods. 

COVID 19 NEW RESTRICTIONS:   
On 9th Sept, the government issued updated guidance 
on meeting with others safely.  The full document is 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-
others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-
meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing 
 
For Masses, the important message is that we are 
able to attend services with more people, provided we 
remain in our small groups (six or fewer) , adhere to 
the distancing guidelines, the use of facemasks, hand 
cleaning, one way entry and exit points, and completing 
the test and trace forms.   There is no access to the 
toilets, Sacristies or Martyr’s Chapel. Please follow 
the stewards’ guidance at Holy Communion. 
 
Our trained volunteers will ensure cleanliness of the 
church to keep it safe for our use.  If you would like 
to volunteer to help with this, please contact Linda in 
the Parish Office.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
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PARISH MATTERS 

Now the significant number in the news this past week  is 6. We have the Rule of 6. Jesus, in this 
weekends Gospel, gives us a different set of numbers. 70 x 7 meaning endlessly or always. There 
can be no end to forgiveness. We are always to forgive.  There should be no limit. Yet humanly 
speaking this is such a challenge that some of us can’t forgive.  As a young priest I clearly remem-
ber the occasion when I was confronted in the street by a woman who told me that she could not 
say the Our Father because she was unable to pray the sentence: “Forgive us our sins as we for-
give those who sin against us”. Someone had hurt her so deeply that she was wanted me to help 
her. I can’t remember what I said but I am sure that it was inadequate. We often hear the quote “To 
err is human, and to forgive is divine.” We don’t need any help making mistakes, getting things 
wrong, and hurting others through our own selfishness. Yet is not so easy to admit mistakes and 
sins and to ask forgiveness.  We can so easily hold on to hurts that others have done to us. It is 
never easy to hold out a hand of friendship, healing, forgiveness and reconciliation. On several oc-
casions in my life as a priest I have been at funerals where families are present yet are not speaking 
to one another because hurtful things that have been said or done.  

What is unique about the message of Jesus is the call to forgive and to be forgiven. The life and 
teaching of Jesus was a challenge to accepted ways of thinking. Remember the powerful encounter 
with those who wanted to stone the woman caught in the very act of adultery. Jesus said, “Neither 
do I condemn you. Go and sin no more.” Hear again those extraordinary words that Jesus spoke 
from the cross. “Father forgive them…”  

It is the loving Father who gives us his grace that enables us to forgive and ask forgiveness. It is be-
cause the death and resurrection of Jesus that the tight grip of sin and death is broken and true 
healing takes place. Fr Paul Grogan in his booklet “Spiritual works of Mercy” offers some practical 
things to do. 

a. Pray for the grace to forgive a particular wrong. Be patient with yourself if you find this difficult 
to do immediately. At least pray for those who have offended you, asking( if such is not the 
case) that they may recognise the need for repentance. 

b. Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation: the experience of being forgiven by God in this moment 
will sensitise you to the need to extent his mercy to others. 

c. Seek to do good to someone who has wronged you: in this way you will be paying back “with a 
blessing”and “inherit a blessed yourself” (1 Peter 3:9). 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com          St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open on a part time basis.  
Linda is in the office Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-

days, Fridays from 09h30 to 13h00 & 13h30 to15h30 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Mary 
Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill 
Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Josie Carr and Simon Lam 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, 
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, Gertraude 
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado, 
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony Kenny, 
Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts and Maurice Crossland 
 
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this 
month:   
Bernadette LEE 
Rachelle CASTRO 
Charles RYAN 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Thanksgiving (Scott Family) 
 
Sunday 13th Sept: Twenty-Fourth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 18: 21-35 
8.00am:  Pat & Molly Connellan - RIP (Connellan) 
9.30am:  People of the Parish 
11.00am: Thanksgiving (Tessa) 
12.15 Baptism of Isaac Daniel Michael Archer 
6.00pm:  Becky Judge’s Family (Pauline Ventress) 
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

Monday 14th Sept: Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
  Jn 3:13-17 
12 noon: Anthony Repaden (Aunnam John) 
 
Tuesday 15th Sept:  Our Lady of Sorrows 
  Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
12 noon: Foundation Mass: Lucy Richards– RIP 
 
Wednesday 16th Sept: Sts Cornelius & Cyprian 
  Lk 7: 31-35 
Consecration of St Thomas’ Church, Canterbury 
12 noon: For the People of the Parish 
 
Thursday 17th Sept:  St Robert Belarmine 
  Lk 7:36-50 
12 noon: Elizabeth Simpson– RIP (Connellan Fam.) 
 
Friday 18th Sept:  St Edith of Kemsing 
  Lk 8: 1-3 
10.00am: Graveside funeral of Maurice Crossland 
12 noon: Mathuw Azechenzden (Aunnam John) 
7.30pm: For all the First Holy Communicants 
Saturday 19 Sept:  St Theodore of Canterbury 
  Lk 8: 4-15 
10.30am—11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession) 
12 noon:  Rose Priyyapilly (Aunnam John) 
 
3.00pm: Celebration of First Holy Communion 
 
6.00pm (Vigil):  Rob McGillie—RIP (Mary) 
 
Sunday 20th Sept: Twenty-Fifth Sunday (A) 
   Mt 18: 21-35 
8.00am:  Miriam Mather (Aunnam John) 
9.30am:  Mary and Chidi - wedding anniversary 
11.00am: Phyllis Stirton - RIP (Connellan Family) 
12.15 Baptism of Owen Michael Maughan 
6.00pm:  People of the Parish 

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other 
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and 

to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating directly 
into the Parish Bank account for a Mass you have asked 
for can you PLEASE let the Parish Office know (an email 
will do) that you have done this. It helps with the finance 
records. Thank you! 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
Church opening times for private prayer are: 
Monday to Saturday: 10.30 to end of 12 noon Mass 
Monday to Saturday: 14h30 to 16h30 
Friday evening: 18h00 to 20h00 (with First Friday Mass only) 
Sunday: 16h30 to end of 18h00 Mass 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 
Please pray for our new communicants who celebrated this 
weekend and for those celebrating over the next two week-
ends. 

Harvest Festival, Sunday, 27th September 
We are having a display in the church and items collected 
will be donated to Catching Lives (please do not drop 
these into the presbytery) more details to follow. 
Best wishes, Sherene 

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY APPEAL 
Revd Phil Greig at All Saints Church is in desperate need of 
helping a single mum in his parish with 4 young children, who 
has been served an eviction order for the first week of Octo-
ber, due to rent arrears of £1200. Although help is being 
sought from various agencies to try and put the order on hold, 
whilst a budgeting plan is put in place with the young mum, it 
would be wonderful if Christians could donate any amount to 
help this family in crisis.  If you can help, please donate by 
bank transfer to 'Together Kent', bank details: CAF Bank ac-
count; Sort Code 40 52 40; Account no 00029014;   
or by cheque, made payable to Together Kent, and sent to me. 
Thank you, David Hartwell; 07999900659(for texting) 
Connecting Canterbury, 7 Lichfield Avenue, CT1 3YA. 

SVP THANK YOU: we’ve supplied food vouchers for 
young families during August.  Also for three individuals 
facing the choice between rent and eating.  We know that 
a helping hand in a moment of crisis puts people back on 
their feet. Thank you for making that possible.  This 
month we will plan our response to a number of requests 
for white goods. 

COVID 19 NEW RESTRICTIONS:   
On 9th Sept, the government issued updated guidance 
on meeting with others safely.  The full document is 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-
others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-
meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing 
 
For Masses, the important message is that we are 
able to attend services with more people, provided we 
remain in our small groups (six or fewer) , adhere to 
the distancing guidelines, the use of facemasks, hand 
cleaning, one way entry and exit points, and completing 
the test and trace forms.   There is no access to the 
toilets, Sacristies or Martyr’s Chapel. Please follow 
the stewards’ guidance at Holy Communion. 
 
Our trained volunteers will ensure cleanliness of the 
church to keep it safe for our use.  If you would like 
to volunteer to help with this, please contact Linda in 
the Parish Office.  
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