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THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

THE WORD

Year A • Psalter Week 4

SAY

MARY’S
RADICAL
YES
(LUKE 1:39-56)

“Lord, thank you for giving
me Mary as my mother. Help
me to follow her example so
that I may share in her son’s
resurrection. Amen.”

PRAY
God, thank you for the life of Mary, the
mother of Jesus.
Thank you for her goodness.
Thank you for her openness.
Thank you for her generosity
Thank you for her faith.
Thank you for her example.
Thank you for her perseverance.
Thank you for her faithfulness.
Thank you for her resurrection joy.
Thank you for taking her up to heaven.
Thank you for her prayers for us.
Thank you for reminding us, through her,
that we are made for heaven.
Thank you for Mary, the mother of Jesus
and thank you, God, for all your good gifts.

Statue of Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Grace

DO

In today’s Gospel we hear Mary’s Magnificat. It is a joyful hymn of
praise to God who has not forgotten his lowly handmaid and has
done such great things for her.

Rejoice in good news.

But it is also a subversive hymn, and it shows Mary to be a radical woman who hungers
for justice for the poor and the little ones. Mary presents an image of God as one who
pulls the mighty from their thrones and raises up the lowly, as one who fills the hungry
with good things and sends the rich away empty. She voices God’s opposition to
oppression, injustice and inequality of whatever kind.

Ponder the joy and peace of the saints in
heaven.

Mary’s Magnificat hymn shows that she is no gentle, passive, silent woman. She is, rather,
a voice of the voiceless, and mother of all who are oppressed and overlooked and weak.
Mary’s preferences and her hopes for our world are our preferences and our hopes too. n

REFLECT

W

e Catholics have traditionally held Mary in the highest esteem. We rank her as
first among the saints, and we honour her with feasts and titles because, in the
words of Vatican II, she is “the Church’s outstanding model in faith and love”.
Mary is our model because she shows us better than anyone ever did, or ever will, what
it means to be a disciple. Her whole life was a constant “yes” to God.

Pray for those who receive bad news.

LEARN
Today we celebrate the feast of the
Assumption of Mary. We celebrate our belief
that Mary was taken up, body and soul, into
heaven, where she enjoys eternal life in the
company of her son. It is a joyful feast for
us Christians because it points to what we
believe will be our destiny. We believe that
what God has done for Mary, God will do
for us also; that at the end of time God will
raise our mortal bodies and bring us into the
fullness of God’s life for ever.

When the angel Gabriel told her at the annunciation of God’s astonishing plan for her,
she was surprised and afraid, but she did not allow her fear to overwhelm her. She
answered, “Be it done unto me according to your word.” Her “yes” to God changed the
course of history. It allowed God’s Spirit to take hold of her so that the Son of God could
take flesh in our midst. No one has ever listened more willingly or responded more
generously to God.
In his public ministry, Jesus described the true disciple as one who hears the word of
God and keeps it. That sums up Mary in a nutshell. She shows us what it means to listen
to and keep God’s word. She shows us the true meaning of faith and trust in God. n

The statue of the Virgin Mary is escorted
during the annual Assumption procession in
the Le Panier district of Marseille, France.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Let us all rejoice in the Lord,
as we celebrate the feast day in honour of
the Virgin Mary,
at whose Assumption the Angels rejoice
and praise the Son of God.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
who assumed the Immaculate Virgin Mary,
the Mother of your Son,
body and soul into heavenly glory,
grant, we pray,
that, always attentive to the things that are
above,
we may merit to be sharers of her glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING Apocalypse 11:19; 12:1-6. 10

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse.
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened,
and the ark of the covenant could be seen
inside it.
Now a great sign appeared in heaven; a
woman, adorned with the sun, standing
on the moon, and with the twelve stars on
her head for a crown. She was pregnant,
and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of
childbirth. Then a second sign appeared
in the sky, a huge red dragon which had
seven heads and ten horns, and each of the
seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its
tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky
and dropped them to earth, and the dragon
stopped in front of the woman as she was
having the child, so that he could eat it as
soon as it was born from its mother. The
woman brought a male child into the world,
the son who was to rule all the nations with
an iron sceptre, and the child was taken
straight up to God and to his throne, while
the woman escaped into the desert where
God had made a place of safety ready. Then
I heard a voice shout from heaven, “Victory
and power and empire for ever have been
won by our God, and all authority for his
Christ.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 44

Response:
On your right stands the queen,
in garments of gold.
1. The daughters of kings are among your
			loved ones.
		 On your right stands the queen in gold of
			Ophir.
		 Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:
		 forget your own people and your father’s
			house. (R.)
2. So will the king desire your beauty:
		 he is your Lord, pay homage to him.
		 They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
		 they pass within the palace of the king (R.)
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:20-26

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians.
Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep.
Death came through one man and in the
same way the resurrection of the dead has
come through one man. Just as all men die
in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in
Christ; but all of them in their proper order:
Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the
coming of Christ, those who belong to him.
After that will come the end, when he hands
over the kingdom to God the Father, having
done away with every sovereignty, authority
and power. For he must be king until he has
put all his enemies under his feet and the last
of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for
everything is to be put under his feet.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Mary has been taken up into heaven;
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Luke 1:39-56

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.
Mary set out and went as quickly as she
could to a town in the hill country of Judah.
She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted
Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb
and Elizabeth was filled with Holy Spirit. She
gave a loud cry and said, “Of all women you
are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb. Why should I be honoured
with a visit from the mother of my Lord?
For the moment your greeting reached my
ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes,
blessed is she who believed that the promise
made her by Lord would be fulfilled.”
And Mary said:
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the
Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly
handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations
will call me blessed,
for the Almighty has done great things for
me.
Holy is his name,
and his mercy reaches from age to age for
those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm,
he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their
thrones and exalted the lowly.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The hungry he has filled with good things,
the rich sent empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his 		
servant, mindful of his mercy
– according to the promise he made to our
ancestors –
of his mercy to Abraham and to his 		
descendants for ever.”
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three
months and then went back home.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this oblation, our tribute of homage,
rise up to you, O Lord,
and, through the intercession of the most
Blessed Virgin Mary,
whom you assumed into heaven,
may our hearts, aflame with the fire of love,
constantly long for you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
All generations will call me blessed,
for he who is mighty has done great things
for me.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having received the Sacrament of salvation,
we ask you to grant, O Lord,
that, through the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary,
whom you assumed into heaven,
we may be brought to the glory of the
resurrection.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by
Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).
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6.00pm (Vigil): Anne Silcock on her birthday (C Stone)
Sunday 16th August:
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Lk 1: 39-56
8.00am: Welfare of Barry McCorkell
9.30am: Intentions of Richard Caraccio
11.00am: Catherine (Kath) Packer - RIP
12 noon: Baptism of Ana Sofia Bolivar Vicent
6.00pm: Joe McKee—RIP (Levey Family)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
Monday 17th August: Feria
12 noon: Intentions of Sean Clancy

Mt 19: 16-22

Tuesday 18th Aug: Feria
Mt19:23-30
12 noon: Hannalore Hall - RIP (Elizabeth Murphy)
Wednesday 19th August: St John Eudes, Priest
Mt 20: 1-16
12 noon: John Benari –RIP (Phyllis Steele)
Thursday 20th August: St Bernard
12 noon: Maureen Richardson – RIP

Mt 22:1-14

Friday 21st August: St Pius X, Pope Mt 22:33-40
12 noon: Winifred Cobb – RIP (Mary Reynolds)
Saturday 22nd Aug: Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Mt 23: 1-12
10.30am—11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession)
12 noon: Deceased brothers & sisters of Nora King
6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish
Reception of RCIA Candidates,
First Holy Communion & Confirmation
Sunday 23rd August: Twenty-First Sunday (A)
Mt 16: 13-20
8.00am: Tony Kenny –RIP (Noreen Egan)
9.30am: Elizabeth Weekly –RIP
11.00am: James Egan - RIP (Noreen Egan)
12 noon: Baptism of Ace Leonel Fernandes
4.00 pm: Polish Community Mass
6.00pm: Welfare of John McCorkell

PARISH MATTERS
FR SYLVESTER’S FARM
Fr Sylvester is leaving us at the end of August to go to
Thornton Heath Parish near Croydon. To show our appreciation of the 2 years he has spent with us, we are organising a collection which Fr Sylvester would like to go towards his Farm project in Nigeria. If you wish to donate
and write a cheque please make it payable to Fr Ibitoye
Sylvester Adeniyi. Any donations made directly to our
parish bank account should clearly be marked “Fr Sylvester’s Farm” please. There will be a special red bucket
collection for Fr Sylvester after all Masses this weekend
for cash collections.
A bit about the farm...
In 2015, a sizeable portion of land was given to Father
Sylvester by the community of the Irawo people, in appreciation of the successful completion of other projects,
most notable of which was the building of a bridge across
a large river to ensure accessibility, even during the long
months of monsoon rains, thus removing the many difficult and sometimes dangerous complications caused by
living in a very isolated area. The Spiritans Springs site is
rich agricultural and forested land, boasting not only a
river but also beautiful lakes that are well-stocked with
fish and approximately 2km from Oke-n-la. Such diverse
habitats require careful stewardship: this is both a responsibility and a joy. Spiritans Springs is a community
whose mission it is to provide for the welfare of every
person we can reach. They do this through the creation of
an enabling environment to support the spiritual, physical
and practical needs of all. Their holistic approach in addressing the well-being of others allows them to nurture
the healthy growth of each person. They know we have
received the Divine Mercy as a gift. Jesus is that gift: the
son of God who died on the cross that we might have everlasting life. In His name, we welcome all to share the gift
of Divine Mercy by caring for His children and creation.
To find out more, Fr Sylvester has a website on the project which can be seen here: www.spiritans-springs.com.
Thank you.
Fr Anthony.

From Fr Anthony ...
Twelve days before I was born, Pope Pius XII issued an apostolic constitution entitled Munficentissimus
Deus defining the Dogma of the Assumption. “We pronounce, declare and define it to be a revealed
dogma that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-virgin Mary, having completed the course of her
earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” Although this was only 70 years ago, as
early as the fifth century the Christians of the East were already celebrating a feast called “The Memorial of Mary.” This came to be known as the koimesis (Greek) or dormition (Latin) that is, the falling
asleep of the Virgin Mary. This expressed the deep faith of the early Christians of the Resurrection of
the Body which falls asleep at death. Last year Archbishop José Horacio Gómez of Los Angeles said in
his homily for the feast “We celebrate the great hope that each one of us has in Jesus Christ. We celebrate the feast of Mary assumed into heaven. This is the goal of our lives. Heaven is our destiny. God
made us to go to heaven. So, in a sense we are reflecting today on the meaning of our life. Where the
Blessed Virgin Mary has gone, we can follow. Our Blessed Lady was the first to be received into heaven, but she was not the last.”
The Assumption points to what God will do for us. As it says in the Catechism of the Catholic Church “In
death, the separation of the soul from the body, the human body decays and the soul goes to meet
God, while awaiting its reunion with its glorified body. God, in his almighty power, will definitively grant
incorruptible life to our bodies by reuniting them with our souls, through the power of Jesus’ Resurrection. All the dead will rise, “those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil, to the resurrection of judgment.” So we believe that our whole person, body and soul, will
rise be raised again to a new existence. Faith in the bodily assumption of Mary into heaven can make
our faith in our resurrection both stronger and more active.
The way we prepare for heaven is by living a life in the spirit of Mary’s prayer of the Magnificat. Father
Denis McBride in his reflection on this Sunday’s gospel of Mary’s visitation says “that her song gives
every Christian hope in the growing struggle of everyday life. She is a woman of the people whose song
delights in God’s choice of her., whose spirit soars because God has not overlooked this lowly handmaid. But she is also a dangerous woman because she is the one who voices the subversive hope of
the poor and the little ones”
CHURCH OPENING VOLUNTEERS
We need more volunteers to open the church for private
prayer. If you can help, please contact Linda in the office
on 01227 462896 or via email Canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Church opening times for private prayer are:
Monday to Saturday: 10.30 to end of 12 noon Mass
Monday to Saturday: 14h30 to 16h30
Friday evening: 18h00 to 20h00 (with First Friday Mass only)
Sunday: 16h30 to end of 18h00 Mass
MASS IN POLISH
The Polish Community Masses will begin again in St
Thomas’ Church next weekend. Please note Mass times:
23 August 2020 at 4.00 pm then in the Upper Room
27 September 2020 at 4.00 pm then in the Upper Room
25 October 2020 at 4.30 pm then in the Upper Room
22 November 2020 at 4.00 pm then in the Upper Room
20 December 2020 at 4.00 pm then in the Upper Room

OFFERINGS FOR MASSES...if you are donating
directly into the Parish Bank account for a Mass you
have asked for can you PLEASE let the Parish Office
know (an email will do) that you have done this. It
helps with the finance records. Thank you!

FACE COVERINGS IN CHURCH:
From Saturday, 8th August, the use of face
coverings in public buildings became mandatory for everyone (unless exempt) . Parishioners will need to wear a face covering during Mass, including approaching the altar for
communion. Please remember communion can
only be received in the hand at this time and
to keep a safe following distance.
Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa
Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Mary
Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill
Parker, Lucy Purbrick and Josie Carr.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby,
Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Gertraude
Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria Prado,
Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee and Tony Kenny.
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this
month: Gillian Dyche

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and
to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

