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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

5 JULY 2020
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Your merciful love, O God,
we have received in the midst of your temple.
Your praise, O God, like your name,
reaches the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with saving justice.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
O God, who in the abasement of your Son
have raised up a fallen world,
fill your faithful with holy joy,
for on those you have rescued from slavery
to sin
you bestow eternal gladness.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Zechariah 9:9-10

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Zechariah.
The Lord says this:
“Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion!
Shout with gladness, daughter of
Jerusalem!
See now, your king comes to you;
he is victorious, he is triumphant,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will banish chariots from Ephraim
and horses from Jerusalem;
the bow of war will be banished.
He will proclaim peace for the nations.
His empire shall stretch from sea to sea,
from the River to the ends of the earth.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 144

PSALM

Response:
I will bless your name for ever,
O God my King.
1.
		
		
		

I will give you glory, O God my King,
I will bless your name for ever.
I will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever. (R.)

2.
		
		
		

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

3. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
		 and your friends shall repeat their
			blessing.
		 They shall speak of the glory of your reign
		 and declare your might, O God. (R.)
4.
		
		
		

The Lord is faithful in all his words
and loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall
and raises all who are bowed down. (R.)

SECOND READING

Romans 8:9.11-13

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.
Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but
in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has
made his home in you. In fact, unless you
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not
belong to him, and if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you,
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will
give life to your own mortal bodies through
his Spirit living in you.
So then, my brothers, there is no necessity
for us to obey our unspiritual selves or to live
unspiritual lives. If you do live in that way,
you are doomed to die; but if by the Spirit
you put an end to the misdeeds of the body
you will live.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth,
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to
mere children.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Matthew 11:25-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
Jesus exclaimed, “I bless you, Father, Lord of
heaven and of earth, for hiding these things
from the learned and the clever and revealing
them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that
is what it pleased you to do. Everything has
been entrusted to me by my Father; and no
one knows the Son except the Father, just as
no one knows the Father except the Son and
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.
“Come to me, all you who labour and
are overburdened, and I will give you rest.
Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy
and my burden light.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
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(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

TOO CLEVER
BY HALF
(MATTHEW 11:25-30)

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Come to me, all who labour and are
burdened,
and I will refresh you, says the Lord.

LEARN

Stained glass in the Chapel of Notre-Dame-des-ﬂots in Sainte Adresse, Le Havre, France,
depicting Christ in the Temple of Jerusalem among the doctors (1857)

Jesus has been preaching throughout his home region of Galilee. He
must have had high hopes that the Pharisees and the religious leaders
would accept his message and recognise that it came from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant, we pray, O Lord,
that, having been replenished by such great
gifts,
we may gain the prize of salvation
and never cease to praise you.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

After all, these are “the learned and the clever”, the experts on the Law who know it inside
out. They, above all others, should be able to recognise God’s Son when he speaks to them.

“Unless we look at a person and see the
beauty that is in them, we can contribute
nothing to them. One does not help a person
by discerning what is wrong, what is ugly,
what is distorted. Christ looked at everyone
he met, at the prostitute, at the thief, and
saw the beauty hidden there. Perhaps it
was distorted, perhaps damaged, but it was
beauty none the less, and what he did was to
call out this beauty.”

And he realises too that his preaching has not been in vain. The ordinary people, those he
describes as “mere children”, have grasped his message. The simple and ignorant, who
have no education or training in the Law, recognise who he is – people like his disciples,
and those who are sick, and sinners.

But Jesus’ efforts haven’t succeeded. In fact, he faces mounting opposition. The Pharisees
and the religious leaders reject him and his message. They see no evidence that he is the
Son of God.
Jesus must have been terribly disappointed at his failure to win over “the learned and the
clever” but he doesn’t lose heart. He knows that he is doing the Father’s will, and that’s all
that counts.

Jesus realises that this was God’s plan all along. He thanks God his Father for choosing to
reveal his truth to the little ones, while hiding it from the self-important.
The lesson for us is that we must be open to God’s plan for us, as Jesus was, and actively
trust that our heavenly Father knows best. n

Metropolitan Anthony Bloom

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

T

here are times when we all
experience life as difficult
and painful. We can feel
overburdened with problems or
worries of one kind or another. The
death of a loved one may have left our
heart broken. A person close to us may
be sick. Our bank balance may be deep
in the red. Our business may be going
under. We may have lost our job. There
may be problems in the home or with
an addiction. We may find ourselves
stuck in a crucifying depression we
can’t shake off.
Bring all of that to Jesus today. Lay
your worries and anxieties on him, for
he is gentle of heart. Ask him for the
rest and peace that you seek. n

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this oblation dedicated to your name
purify us, O Lord,
and day by day bring our conduct
closer to the life of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

REFLECT

SAY

“I thank you, Lord, for being so close to me.
Strengthen my faith. Amen.”

A yoke was a bar laid across the shoulders
of a slave for carrying a heavy burden. Many
rabbis referred to the Law as a yoke placed
on the shoulders of the people of Israel.
By contrast, the yoke that Jesus invites his
followers to take on is not a burden but
something that is gentle and life-giving.
The Good News is for everyone.

PRAY
There is so much trouble and anxiety in
our world today, so many people caught up
in civil conflict and violent unrest. Ask the
Prince of Peace to ease people’s suffering
and grant them the rest for their souls that
he alone can give.

DO
Look at how children relate to their parents.
Observe them. Note how they trust their
parents completely and instinctively, how
they feel secure when they hold a parent’s
hand, how utterly receptive and open they
are to their parents. That is how we are
called to relate to our God.
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Sunday 5th July: 14th Sunday in
Ordinary Time (Year A) Mt 11:25-30
Live streaming of Mass at 9:30:

Go to the parish website to watch it
The Family of Rebecca Judge (D. Carney)

11.00am: UCM Members & their families
Monday 6th July: St Maria Goretti Mt 9:18-26
10.00am: Funeral Mass of Rebecca Judge RIP
(Live stream from Parish Website)
12 noon: Becky Judge RIP (Gilly Bartram)
Tuesday 7th July: The Translation of St
Thomas
Mt 9:32-38
12 noon: Ossie, Hermino & Philo Correa
(Noronha Family)
Wednesday 8th July: Feria
Mt 10:1-7
12 noon: Charles Jones-Hill RIP
Thursday 9th July: St Augustine Zhao Rong
& Comp. Mt 10: 7-15
12 noon: Rebecca Judge RIP (A. Nichols)
Friday 10th July: Feria
Mt 10:16-23
12 noon: Sheila Devoy RIP (Josie Carr)

Saturday 11th July:
St Benedict, abbot, patron of Europe
Mt 10: 24-33
12 noon: Fr Francis Hartley & FR Ed Hartley
RIP (EM Murphy)
THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their
Mass donations,
weekly collections and other very generSunday
12th July:
ous
payments
to
the
parish funds.Times
The Masses
15th Sunday in Ordinary
(A) will get said
- we are though limited to one a day (2 on Sunday)
at the
Mt 13:1-23
moment so it may take a little longer. Thank you too for all
9.30am: Good Health of Gemma Macey
the generous donations to our SVP and to CAFOD. Please
(Mary
Alexander)
be assured they are being passed to the right people.
11.00am: Welfare of Kerry & Louise
(A. Nichols)

PARISH MATTERS

REOPENING THE CHURCH
I am delighted we were able to open the
church for private prayer this week. Many
thanks to all the volunteers who have made
this possible. For the moment we are not
opening for Mass. We need to organise
stewards and a “Track & Trace” system to
meet with current obligations. Practically we
can only accommodate about 30% of our
usual Mass attendance for social distancing
compliance & organising is to be agreed.

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still
suspended and, when we do open, people
will be encouraged to attend Mass during
the weekday rather than Sunday to help
manage attendance numbers. Sunday Mass,
when we can offer it, will be shorter. We are
asked to keep the homily brief, no intercessions and no singing.
Be assured—Mass will be available soon!
CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER
Monday—Saturday:
9.30am—11.30am & 2.30pm—4.30pm
Friday: additional opening between 6pm—8pm
Sunday: 4pm—6pm

JUST GIVING
We will shortly be launching a Just Giving page on
our parish website as another route to enable donations to be made. Watch this space for further
news.

From Fr Anthony ...

In this hard-edged world an invitation to meekness and humbleness of heart is the opposite
of the qualities that people think they need to succeed. Surely we need a certain hardness
and a thick skin to get on and make a difference? But Jesus is inviting us to take on his yoke
and learn from him. What is important to remember is that Jesus didn’t say if your follow me
you have no problems in life. Jesus is not promising that, if you follow him, he will take all
your troubles away and your life will be sweet and you will not have a care in the world. I remember years ago, as a young priest, having an animated conversation with man who
thought that religion was a crutch that people used to help them to deal with the trials of
life. His contention was that people needed to rid themselves of this crutch and they would
experience a real freedom, that they would be much happier. Here in the Gospel today, Jesus
is asking us to take on a yoke that is easy and light. What is a yoke? It is a wooden collar that
joins two animals together, usually oxen, to enable them to pull together. The yoke enables
the pair to work well together. We are asked to yoke ourselves to Christ. If we do this then
we will not be overburdened and the work we do is not in our own strength and power so
we will not be exhausted or run ragged. I can think of religious people who believe that, unless they are working twenty-four hours a day in the Lord’s vineyard, they are slacking. It is
like a badge of honour. But they are not tied to Jesus and they are doing it under their own
steam. True humility is submitting ourselves to Jesus. This goes against our instinct to show
we are totally competent and we can do anything. Taking on Jesus’ yoke means doing the will
of the Father just as Jesus did. We need to learn how to fall willingly into Jesus’ rhythm,
steps, stride and way. Lord, give me the grace to grow in meekness and humbleness of heart.
PERMANENT WEBCAM IN THE CHURCH
The general feedback from people to our live
streaming of the Mass in recent weeks has
been very positive—many people have found it
a wonderful way of continuing to feel part of our
worshipping community. Thanks to generous
donations already made we are looking to
make the webcam a permanent feature of our
church. We will let you know more on this
shortly and in the meanwhile further donations
to the installation and running costs would be
gratefully received.

Our SVP say….in June we gave practical
support to several families. Food vouchers, replacing two fridge freezers and a gas cooker,
supplying Summer clothes for a teenager and
bed linen for a hospital bed at home. Thank
you for your continuing generosity.

Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet,
Louisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland,
Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker,
Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill
Parker, Bernie Fisher and Lucy Purbrick.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria
Bryant, Pamela Dodds Fr Gerry Flood, Roberto de
Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom
Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Fr Francis Hartley, Fr Edmund
Hartley, Gertraude Katherine Brock and Vera Fletcher.
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are
this month:
Elizabeth Simpson and Kazimierz Kyrnick

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and
to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

