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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

26 JULY 2020
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his
people.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation,
nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and
guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

1 Kings 3:5.7-12

A reading from the first book of the Kings.
The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said, “Ask what you would like me to
give you.” Solomon replied, “Lord, my
God, you have made your servant king in
succession to David my father. But I am a
very young man, unskilled in leadership.
Your servant finds himself in the midst of
this people of yours that you have chosen,
a people so many its numbers cannot be
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a
heart to understand how to discern between
good and evil, for who could govern this
people of yours that is so great?” It pleased
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for
this. “Since you have asked for this” the Lord
said, “and not asked for long life for yourself
or riches or the lives of your enemies, but
have asked for a discerning judgement for
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I
give you a heart wise and shrewd as none
before you has had and none will have after
you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 118

Response:
Lord, how I love your law!
1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
		 is to obey your word.
		 The law from your mouth means more to
			me
		 than silver and gold. (R.)
2.
		
		
		

Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and I shall live
for your law is my delight. (R.)

3.
		
		
		

That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold.
That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
I hate false ways. (R.)

4.
		
		
		

Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. (R.)

SECOND READING

Romans 8:28-30

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.
We know that by turning everything to their
good God cooperates with all those who
love him, with all those that he has called
according to his purpose. They are the ones
he chose specially long ago and intended to
become true images of his Son, so that his
Son might be the eldest of many brothers.
He called those he intended for this; those he
called he justified, and with those he justified
he shared his glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Matthew 13:44-52

(For shorter form Mt 13:44-46, read between
> <).
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
>Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which
someone has found; he hides it again, goes
off happy, sells everything he owns and buys
the field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he
finds one of great value he goes and sells
everything he owns and buys it. <
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen
haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect
the good ones in a basket and throw away
those that are no use. This is how it will be at
the end of time: the angels will appear and
separate the wicked from the just to throw
them into the blazing furnace where there
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They
said, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Well then,
every scribe who becomes a disciple of the
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kingdom of heaven is like a householder who
brings out from his storeroom things both
new and old.”
>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

THE WORD

Year A • Psalter Week 1

REFLECT

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

P

eople have always taken risks in
order to find treasure. Think of
the 200,000 who took part in the
great California Gold Rush of 1849. Or
those who spend all they have on “get
rich quick” schemes or other ventures
in the hope of striking it lucky. Think of
an investor who gambles early on the
success of a new company and who
makes millions when the company is
floated on the stock exchange.

(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings
which we bring from the abundance of your
gifts,
that through the powerful working of your
grace
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify
our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine
Sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of
your Son;
grant, we pray, that this gift,
which he himself gave us with love beyond
all telling,
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

Both the farm labourer and the
merchant in today’s Gospel know the
value of what they’ve discovered. They
are prepared to risk everything to have
it because they know it’s worth the risk.

TREASURE HUNTERS

(MATTHEW 13:44-52)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us to think about what we value
most. He uses two parables to get his message across. In the first, a farm
labourer discovers a treasure hidden in a field. He realises that it is a
valuable find, that it will make him a wealthy man. He buries it again, and
sells everything he owns in order to buy the field.
In the second, another man discovers a great treasure. But unlike the farm labourer, this
man does not discover the treasure by accident. He has been searching for it. He is a
merchant who deals in fine pearls. He knows exactly what he is looking for, and when he
finds the most valuable pearl he has ever set eyes on, he is in no doubt what to do – he
sells everything he owns so he can have that pearl. Pearls in the time of Jesus were the
most valuable of all goods. Now that the merchant has that pearl of great value, he doesn’t
need to search any more.
Both the farm labourer and the merchant appreciate the value of what they have
discovered. They are prepared to risk everything, to spend every penny they possess, in
order to have it. Both know it’s worth the risk, that it would be foolish to let the opportunity
pass them by.

Today’s Gospel isn’t about keeping
a sharp eye out for hidden treasure
or taking up a career as a venture
capitalist. It is about values, priorities,
knowing what’s important, what our
real treasure is. And for Christians the
answer is clear: our treasure is the
kingdom of God. Our treasure is Jesus.
If we follow him, imitate him, live his
way, then we will find what we are
looking for, the most valuable treasure
of all. The gift of salvation is a treasure
far more valuable than all the pearls in
the sea. n

DO
Think of the most valuable thing you own,
possibly your house. Now think of the words
of Jesus in today’s Gospel. Even your house,
even everything you own lumped together,
counts for nothing compared to God and
God’s kingdom.

In these parables Jesus is asking if we perceive the kingdom of heaven in the same way.
Do we see it as a treasure that is worth more than everything else we value in life? Are we
prepared to give up everything, to risk everything, in order to have it? Jesus did. He gave
up everything he valued – his family, his home – to do his Father’s will and to preach the
Good News. For Jesus, there was no treasure greater than doing his Father’s will. He was
even prepared to give up his life to hold onto it. As Christians, God and God’s kingdom
must be our greatest treasure. It must mean more to us than anyone or anything else. n

SAY
“Lord, give me the grace to
recognise the treasure in my
life and the strength not to
sacrifice it for things that
are worthless. Amen.”

PRAY
We live in a materialistic world, which
defines happiness in terms of the size of
one’s bank account and the extent of one’s
possessions. Pray for yourself and others
that you will have the wisdom to know what
is truly important.

LEARN
For Christians the only treasure that matters
is the kingdom of God.
Wisdom is a gift of God.
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He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
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I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
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and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Both the farm labourer and the
merchant in today’s Gospel know the
value of what they’ve discovered. They
are prepared to risk everything to have
it because they know it’s worth the risk.

TREASURE HUNTERS

(MATTHEW 13:44-52)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us to think about what we value
most. He uses two parables to get his message across. In the first, a farm
labourer discovers a treasure hidden in a field. He realises that it is a
valuable find, that it will make him a wealthy man. He buries it again, and
sells everything he owns in order to buy the field.
In the second, another man discovers a great treasure. But unlike the farm labourer, this
man does not discover the treasure by accident. He has been searching for it. He is a
merchant who deals in fine pearls. He knows exactly what he is looking for, and when he
finds the most valuable pearl he has ever set eyes on, he is in no doubt what to do – he
sells everything he owns so he can have that pearl. Pearls in the time of Jesus were the
most valuable of all goods. Now that the merchant has that pearl of great value, he doesn’t
need to search any more.
Both the farm labourer and the merchant appreciate the value of what they have
discovered. They are prepared to risk everything, to spend every penny they possess, in
order to have it. Both know it’s worth the risk, that it would be foolish to let the opportunity
pass them by.

Today’s Gospel isn’t about keeping
a sharp eye out for hidden treasure
or taking up a career as a venture
capitalist. It is about values, priorities,
knowing what’s important, what our
real treasure is. And for Christians the
answer is clear: our treasure is the
kingdom of God. Our treasure is Jesus.
If we follow him, imitate him, live his
way, then we will find what we are
looking for, the most valuable treasure
of all. The gift of salvation is a treasure
far more valuable than all the pearls in
the sea. n

DO
Think of the most valuable thing you own,
possibly your house. Now think of the words
of Jesus in today’s Gospel. Even your house,
even everything you own lumped together,
counts for nothing compared to God and
God’s kingdom.

In these parables Jesus is asking if we perceive the kingdom of heaven in the same way.
Do we see it as a treasure that is worth more than everything else we value in life? Are we
prepared to give up everything, to risk everything, in order to have it? Jesus did. He gave
up everything he valued – his family, his home – to do his Father’s will and to preach the
Good News. For Jesus, there was no treasure greater than doing his Father’s will. He was
even prepared to give up his life to hold onto it. As Christians, God and God’s kingdom
must be our greatest treasure. It must mean more to us than anyone or anything else. n

SAY
“Lord, give me the grace to
recognise the treasure in my
life and the strength not to
sacrifice it for things that
are worthless. Amen.”

PRAY
We live in a materialistic world, which
defines happiness in terms of the size of
one’s bank account and the extent of one’s
possessions. Pray for yourself and others
that you will have the wisdom to know what
is truly important.

LEARN
For Christians the only treasure that matters
is the kingdom of God.
Wisdom is a gift of God.

NEWSLETTER
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
The Parish Office will re-open on
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
3rd August 2020.
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi CSSp Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
6.30pm (Vigil): People of the Parish

PARISH MATTERS

Sunday 26th July:
17th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A)

FR SYLVESTER

Mt 13:44-52
8.00am: Welfare of Andy Connors
9.30am: Maureen & Syd Pepper RIP
(Debra & Denise Pepper)
11.00am: Thanksgiving for the Resumption of Mass (
12.15: Baptism of Niamh Joyce
6.00pm: Welfare of Geoff Smart
Monday 27th July: Feria
Mt 13:31-35
11.20:am Funeral of Maria Immaculate Daniels (Barham)
12 noon: Elizabeth Simpson RIP (C&L Smith)
Tuesday 28th July: Feria
12 noon: Anne Hill RIP (Verity Hill)

Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday 29th July: St Martha
Jn 11:19-27 (Lk 10:38-42)
12 noon: Joan Eades RIP (Chris & Lesley Smith)
Thursday 30th July:
St Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & doctor of the churchMt
13:47-53
12 noon: Keith Murphy RIP (A. Nichols)
2.40pm: Funeral of Maria Victoria Prado (Barham)
Friday 31st July: St Ignatius of Loyola
12 noon: Mrs Donnelly RIP (Mr & Mrs Dolan)

Mt 13:54-58

Saturday 1st Aug:
St Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & doctor of the church
Mt 14: 1-12
10.30am—11.30am: Reconciliation (Confession)
12 noon: Colin Manlove RIP (Chris & Lesley Smith)
6.30pm (Vigil): Hannalore Hall RIP (SVP)
Sunday 2nd August:
18th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A)

Mt 14:13-21
8.00am: Mamie & John 40th Wedding Anniversary
(Simon & Mary Brown)
9.30am: UCM Members & Families
11.00am: Ben Mutch RIP (birthday)
12.noon: Baptism of Louie Michael Bennett
6.00pm: Benedict Lim RIP (Martina)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
Note: Funeral of Hannalore Hall 3rd August 12 noon in
Church

Fr Sylvester is leaving us at the end of August
to go to Thornton Heath Parish near Croydon.
To show our appreciation of the 2 years he
has spent with us, we would like to organise a
collection.
The money would go towards his project in
Nigeria which is to establish a farm for the
support of the elderly. Fr Sylvester was deeply
involved in missionary work in Nigeria and this
project is dear to his heart. It’s aim is to look
after the needy and the poor by ensuring they
are housed and have medical attention. As a
springboard for this he wants to start with the
farm for the elderly. The farm would grow its
own food and hopefully in due course be able
to sell produce so it becomes self sufficient.
Special donations for this purpose can be
made through our online banking directly into
our Parish Bank Account and clearly marked
“Fr Sylvester Farm” please. If you prefer,
cheques or cash can be put in an envelope—
again marked “Fr Sylvester Farm” and put
through the Presbytery letterbox or, from next
week, there will be a special red bucket collection point after Masses.
Thank you.

Fr Anthony.

From Fr Anthony ...
With King David old and coming to the end of his life, he promises to confer his throne on Solomon, the son
he had with Bathsheba. Solomon is anointed king and his father David dies soon afterwards. In today’s reading from the Book of Kings the young king Solomon is praying and God appears to him in a dream and says
“Ask what I shall give you.” In reply Solomon says “Give your servant an understanding mind to govern your
people that I may discern between good and evil.” God is pleased with his request and gives him what he
asked for: an understanding and wise heart, a heart so wise and understanding that “none like you have been
before and none like you shall arise after you.” Solomon knows that the most important thing that he had to
do was to rule wisely and well. By the end of his reign, however, Solomon had begun to fail in his fidelity to
the covenant, and the collapse of the once-proud empire was the result, but that is another story.
Solomon’s priorities and God’s priorities were the same; the well-being of the people. We can link this reading
with the two parables in today’s Gospel. The parable of the treasure in the field and the parable of the merchant in search of fine pearls. Their priority meant they were prepared to sell everything in order to obtain
what was their sole focus. What do we lay aside in order to focus on the one thing necessary to us?
What are the priorities that we live by? Some have as their priorities, the acquisition of wealth, comfort or security. Some people’s lives are directed by the love of God and neighbour. All of us need to be aware what
takes up our time and effort. What priorities do we have? This does not just apply to our personal and family
life. It also is necessary to think about our priorities as the family of St Thomas of Canterbury. If wisdom
means having the right priorities and knowing how to apply those priorities to everyday life then we need to
ask ourselves and more importantly ask God what does he want us to make as our priorities as a parish family.
At the Parish Pastoral Council that met (via the internet) last Monday we were looking at parish priorities.
There are obviously ones of the care of the fabric of the church, repairs (roof and lift) and renovation
(Narthex, kneelers and ramp and the sign outside the Church). But more important, what about the living
stone? Where is God asking us to place our priorities regarding the care of his people? Two were discussed
on Monday. The first was Adult formation or Adult catechesis. The new Directory on Catechesis has just been
published by the Vatican says, “Adult catechesis, as emphasised in 1997, remains the chief form of catechesis. ‘Adult catechesis, since it deals with persons who are capable of an adherence that is fully responsible,
must be considered the chief form of catechesis. All the other forms, which are indeed always necessary, are
in some way oriented to it. This implies that the catechesis of other age groups should have it for a point of
reference.” We need to explore how we help one another grow in faith.
The second was what are we doing to attend to the needs of our young people?
Let us ask for the gift of wisdom so that we as a parish can discern our priorities.

CAFOD
Are part of the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) who have just launched a nationwide Coronavirus appeal. If you can help,
please see the ways you can do so

Please remember in your prayers:

NHS Blood Donation Session
Tuesday 11th August Westgate Hall
Canterbury 13.45—19.45
Please wear a mask. No children can be brought.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, Pamela
Dodds Fr Gerry Flood, Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary
Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Fr Francis
Hartley, Fr Edmund Hartley, Gertraude Katherine Brock and Vera
Fletcher.

Available to let: Flat Share Canterbury.
Private ensuite/shower. £650 per month. Lady only.
Tel: 01227 456251

Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this month:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore
Hall, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds,
Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny,
Bill Parker, Bernie Fisher and Lucy Purbrick.

Elizabeth Simpson and Kazimierz Kyrnicki

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and
to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

