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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your  
 commands.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
  the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13.16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

There is no god, other than you, who cares  
 for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you  
 never judged unjustly.
Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient  
 to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign  
 power is questioned
and you expose the insolence of those who  
 know it;
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild  
 in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is  
 there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to  
 your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his  
 fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope
that after sin you will grant repentance.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 85 

Response:
O Lord, you are good and forgiving.
1.  O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

  full of love to all who call.
  Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
  and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)
2.  All the nations shall come to adore you

  and glorify your name, O Lord:
  for you are great and do marvellous  
   deeds,
  you who alone are God. (R.)

3.  But you, God of mercy and compassion,
  slow to anger, O Lord,
  abounding in love and truth,
  turn and take pity on me. (R.)

SECOND READING  Romans 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea 
in a way that could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our hearts knows 
perfectly well what he means, and that the 
pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are 
according to the mind of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see what hope his call holds  
 for us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:24-43

(For Shorter Form Mt 13:24-30, read between 
> <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

>Jesus put a parable before the crowds, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, ‘Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does 
the darnel come from?’ ‘Some enemy has done 
this,’ he answered. And the servants said, ‘Do 
you want us to go and weed it out?’ But he said, 
‘No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie 
it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat 
into my barn.’”< 
 He put another parable before them, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in 
its branches.” 
 He told them another parable, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 
leavened all through.”
 In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in 
parables; indeed, he would never speak to 
them except in parables. This was to fulfil the 
prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the 
foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; 
and his disciples came to him and said, “Explain 
the parable about the darnel in the field to us.” 
He said in reply, “The sower of the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the 
good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the 
darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy 
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the world; the reapers are the angels. 
Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and 
burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. 
The Son of Man will send his angels and they 
will gather out of his kingdom all things that 

provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will 
be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the 
virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!”

>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  

the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of the  
 law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your  
 faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of  
 Abel,
so that what each has offered to the honour  
 of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we  
 pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with  
 heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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Their future doesn’t look very promising. After all, Jesus and his 
followers are just a small group of people in a little corner of Palestine, 
with few friends among the religious leaders or those in authority, and 
with a message that doesn’t seem to be reaching very far. 
Jesus wants his disciples to imagine what the kingdom of God will look like. He uses 
images, little stories or parables, to paint a picture of the kingdom of God and its future 
growth.

He talks about the mustard seed. His listeners know that the mustard seed is tiny, yet 
Jesus tells them that from the smallest of seeds comes a tree large enough for birds to 
build their nests in it. The kingdom of God is like that mustard seed, he says.

A second image hammers home his point. The kingdom of God is like the yeast a woman 
mixes in with flour. A small amount of yeast has a huge effect – it has the power to 
produce bread for a lot of people. The kingdom of God is like yeast, Jesus tells them.

Jesus’s message is clear: the kingdom of God may have small, unimpressive beginnings, 
but like the mustard seed and the yeast, it will grow into something big and wonderful, 
and have an effect out of proportion to its humble birth. n

These are challenging times for 
the Church in Europe and in 
the West. Secularism is on the 

rise, fallout from the abuse scandals 
continues, many have given up the 
practice of the faith, while others 
who remain feel angry, confused and 
demoralised.

It can seem like the mustard seed 
is desiccating; that the yeast has 
lost its power. It can seem that the 
promise Jesus made to his disciples 
is turning to ashes, and that, far from 
expanding, the kingdom of God is 
contracting and even dying.

That is why it’s important to hold 
fast to the promise Jesus made to 
his disciples and to us. Jesus tells us 
that the kingdom of God will flourish 
because it is God’s will that it will 
flourish. And we are called to trust 
Jesus. We trust him by putting our 
faith in small things and in God’s 
grace. 

Lots of things are happening that are 
helping the kingdom to grow. Pope 
Francis talks of a Church that is on 
the streets, open, compassionate, 
inclusive. He is showing the way. 
Many Catholics are looking seriously 
at what it means to be the Church. 
They are realising that it isn’t made up 
just of clergy and religious but of all 
the baptised. They are thinking about 
what needs to be changed in the 
Church and how they can be a seed 
or a leaven bringing new life to their 
parish. Just as the kingdom of God 
grew out of small things, they know 
that the little things we do can grow 
into something wonderful.

Think about those who have been 
a seed, a leaven in your life, those 
family members or others who 
shaped and inspired you in the faith. 
How can you be a seed, a leaven, in 
the lives of others? n

REFLECT

Many feel excluded from or hurt by the 
Church. How can you be a grain of yeast in 
their lives that comforts, heals and builds 
up? The little things we do can make an 
enormous difference for God. 

DO

Even though there is a lot of evil in the 
world, God will have the last word. 

 

Every good deed builds up the kingdom of 
God. 

LEARN

SAY
“Lord, help me to hasten 
the flowering of God’s 
kingdom of justice, 
peace and love by being 
a seed, a leaven, in the 
life of my church and my 
community. Amen.” 

IT’S THE LITTLE 
THINGS 
(MATTHEW 13:24-43)

Pray for yourself and for people everywhere 
that they will nurture the good that is in 
themselves and in others.

PRAY
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your  
 commands.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
  the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13.16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

There is no god, other than you, who cares  
 for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you  
 never judged unjustly.
Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient  
 to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign  
 power is questioned
and you expose the insolence of those who  
 know it;
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild  
 in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is  
 there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to  
 your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his  
 fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope
that after sin you will grant repentance.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 85 

Response:
O Lord, you are good and forgiving.
1.  O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

  full of love to all who call.
  Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
  and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)
2.  All the nations shall come to adore you

  and glorify your name, O Lord:
  for you are great and do marvellous  
   deeds,
  you who alone are God. (R.)

3.  But you, God of mercy and compassion,
  slow to anger, O Lord,
  abounding in love and truth,
  turn and take pity on me. (R.)

SECOND READING  Romans 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea 
in a way that could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our hearts knows 
perfectly well what he means, and that the 
pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are 
according to the mind of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see what hope his call holds  
 for us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:24-43

(For Shorter Form Mt 13:24-30, read between 
> <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

>Jesus put a parable before the crowds, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, ‘Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does 
the darnel come from?’ ‘Some enemy has done 
this,’ he answered. And the servants said, ‘Do 
you want us to go and weed it out?’ But he said, 
‘No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie 
it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat 
into my barn.’”< 
 He put another parable before them, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in 
its branches.” 
 He told them another parable, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 
leavened all through.”
 In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in 
parables; indeed, he would never speak to 
them except in parables. This was to fulfil the 
prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the 
foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; 
and his disciples came to him and said, “Explain 
the parable about the darnel in the field to us.” 
He said in reply, “The sower of the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the 
good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the 
darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy 
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the world; the reapers are the angels. 
Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and 
burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. 
The Son of Man will send his angels and they 
will gather out of his kingdom all things that 

provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will 
be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the 
virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!”

>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  

the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of the  
 law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your  
 faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of  
 Abel,
so that what each has offered to the honour  
 of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we  
 pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with  
 heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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Their future doesn’t look very promising. After all, Jesus and his 
followers are just a small group of people in a little corner of Palestine, 
with few friends among the religious leaders or those in authority, and 
with a message that doesn’t seem to be reaching very far. 
Jesus wants his disciples to imagine what the kingdom of God will look like. He uses 
images, little stories or parables, to paint a picture of the kingdom of God and its future 
growth.

He talks about the mustard seed. His listeners know that the mustard seed is tiny, yet 
Jesus tells them that from the smallest of seeds comes a tree large enough for birds to 
build their nests in it. The kingdom of God is like that mustard seed, he says.

A second image hammers home his point. The kingdom of God is like the yeast a woman 
mixes in with flour. A small amount of yeast has a huge effect – it has the power to 
produce bread for a lot of people. The kingdom of God is like yeast, Jesus tells them.

Jesus’s message is clear: the kingdom of God may have small, unimpressive beginnings, 
but like the mustard seed and the yeast, it will grow into something big and wonderful, 
and have an effect out of proportion to its humble birth. n

These are challenging times for 
the Church in Europe and in 
the West. Secularism is on the 

rise, fallout from the abuse scandals 
continues, many have given up the 
practice of the faith, while others 
who remain feel angry, confused and 
demoralised.

It can seem like the mustard seed 
is desiccating; that the yeast has 
lost its power. It can seem that the 
promise Jesus made to his disciples 
is turning to ashes, and that, far from 
expanding, the kingdom of God is 
contracting and even dying.

That is why it’s important to hold 
fast to the promise Jesus made to 
his disciples and to us. Jesus tells us 
that the kingdom of God will flourish 
because it is God’s will that it will 
flourish. And we are called to trust 
Jesus. We trust him by putting our 
faith in small things and in God’s 
grace. 

Lots of things are happening that are 
helping the kingdom to grow. Pope 
Francis talks of a Church that is on 
the streets, open, compassionate, 
inclusive. He is showing the way. 
Many Catholics are looking seriously 
at what it means to be the Church. 
They are realising that it isn’t made up 
just of clergy and religious but of all 
the baptised. They are thinking about 
what needs to be changed in the 
Church and how they can be a seed 
or a leaven bringing new life to their 
parish. Just as the kingdom of God 
grew out of small things, they know 
that the little things we do can grow 
into something wonderful.

Think about those who have been 
a seed, a leaven in your life, those 
family members or others who 
shaped and inspired you in the faith. 
How can you be a seed, a leaven, in 
the lives of others? n

REFLECT

Many feel excluded from or hurt by the 
Church. How can you be a grain of yeast in 
their lives that comforts, heals and builds 
up? The little things we do can make an 
enormous difference for God. 

DO

Even though there is a lot of evil in the 
world, God will have the last word. 

 

Every good deed builds up the kingdom of 
God. 

LEARN

SAY
“Lord, help me to hasten 
the flowering of God’s 
kingdom of justice, 
peace and love by being 
a seed, a leaven, in the 
life of my church and my 
community. Amen.” 

IT’S THE LITTLE 
THINGS 
(MATTHEW 13:24-43)

Pray for yourself and for people everywhere 
that they will nurture the good that is in 
themselves and in others.

PRAY



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

It isn’t easy to keep the two aspects of God in balance, the God of Justice and the God of Mercy. Some felt 

uneasy about Pope Francis call for a Year of Mercy in 2016. It is all very well talking about a forgiving and 

merciful God but what about the God who calls us to justice? The God that demands that we do the right 

thing or suffer the consequences. In todays reading from the book of Wisdom we read “Secure in strength, 

you judge with mildness and govern us with great lenience.” It seems that some think that there is a danger 

in being lenient. If you are too lenient then it might mean that a person might think they can get away with 

things. Do you remember the old saying “spare the rod and spoil the child.” The wonderful picture we are 

given today is of a God who always gives us a chance to repent of sins and mistakes. If this is true of God it 

must also hold true to us as well. As one writer points out, God acts with leniency precisely because he is 

powerful. That’s why he gives us a chance to repent when we have sinned. In acting in this way, God also 

instructs us that those who are just must be kind. This leads us to today’s Gospel of the darnel and wheat. In 

the parable the farmer tells the servant to leave the two very similar plants to grow together until harvest 

time. It is as if one is allowing evil to continue. Why doesn’t God root it out and get rid of it at once? By al-

lowing the two to grow together God is showing his power. God doesn’t worry about whether the weeds 

will ruin the harvest, it is his harvest and he will see to it that it is good. In leaving the darnel to grow along-

side the wheat God is giving the wicked a chance to repent and to change. It isn’t because God finds it diffi-

cult to put things right, or that evil is more powerful than good ,but it’s because God is God, who shows his 

power by his leniency towards those who have done wrong. Here is a God who is generous to us his children 

even when we are misbehaving. What a great arm and heartfelt psalm we have today. Psalm 86 (Greek 85). 

“O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call upon you. You, O God, are compassionate 

and gracious, slow to anger, O Lord, abundant in mercy and fidelity; turn and take pity on me. O Lord give 

me comfort and help.”  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton  email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Sylvester Adeniyi  CSSp      Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door) 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

Office closed during the Covid-19 
pandemic. You can still phone or 

email 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 

Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, 

Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, 

Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth 

Gilhenny, Bill Parker and Lucy Purbrick.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant, 

Pamela Dodds  Roberto de Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary 

Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges,  Rebecca Judge, 

Gertraude Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Bernie Fisher, 

Maria Daniels, Maria Prado and Hannelore Hall 

Please pray for those whose  first anniversaries are this 

month:   

Elizabeth Simpson and Kazimierz Kyrnick  

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their 
Mass donations, weekly collections and other very gener-

ous payments to the parish funds. The Masses will get said 
- we are though limited to one a day (2 on Sunday) at the 

moment so it may take a little longer. Thank you too for all 
the generous donations to our SVP and to CAFOD. Please 

be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

Resumption of the Mass 

I am delighted to be able to say, after 4 months, we are now 

resuming the celebration of Mass at weekends and during the 

week, starting next Saturday night, the 25th July 2020. 

It does of course come with health warnings (literally), around 

the number we can admit and the way the Mass can be cele-

brated. We are going to trial this for 2 weeks, having all the 

usual 5 weekend Masses. We will have to have at least 4 

stewards to help at each Mass. There roles will include greet-

ing people, helping them to find suitable seats, making sure 

they have given information for “track and trace” and sanitis-

ing the church after Mass. It is vital we have these volunteers 

for every Mass so if you are able to volunteer please let the 

Parish Office or me know this week. 

A government requirement is that each of us has to give a 

name and contact number for “track & trace” purposes. 

Please fill in a form that can be downloaded from the website 

and bring the form with you when you come to Mass. There 

will be stewards at the door to assist you if you need a form. 

Please put your form in the box provided. 

Entrance will be via the main door but we can exit by both 

doors. I encourage you all to bring a face covering. If you are 

less than 2 metres from the next person and they are not part 

of one of your “bubble”, you have to wear the face covering. 

For communion, please wear your face covering as you ap-

proach the priest. As soon as Mass is ended, please leave im-

mediately so the church can be sanitised by the stewards. 

Fr Sylvester and I have been very heartened by those of you 

who have been able to make it possible to open the church in 

the last few weeks. 

I realise that not all of you will be able to come to Mass at the 

moment. Remember there is still no Sunday obligation and 

that you can see all our Masses live streamed on the website 

or through www.churchservices.tv and type in “Canterbury”. 

I very much look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 

in person soon. With love & prayers Fr Anthony.  

Our Priests 

It has just been announced that Fr John Howard was 

ordained priest on 18th July 2020 and he has been 

appointed as assistant to our parish here at St 

Thomas of Canterbury. More details to follow. 

Fr Sylvester will be with us until the end of August 

and I will write more about his next appointment 

and how we might want to wish him well and thank 

him for all he has done for us. 

JUST GIVING 
Many, many thanks to all those who have al-
ready used our JustGiving page on the parish 

website . Fantastic response. To donate: https://
justgiving.com/fundraising/stthomasofcanterbury  

Sunday 19th July:   
16th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A) 
   Mt 13:24-43 
11.00am: Health of Stefanie Hambrook (Brigid Rowe) 

12 noon: Baptism of Ekajng Ekaterina Ebam 
 
Monday 20th July:  
St Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr   
  Mt 12:38-42 
12 noon: Gay O’Sullivan RIP (Tony O’Sullivan) 
 
Tuesday 21st July:  
St Lawrence of Brindisi Mt 12:46-50 
12 noon:  David & Gladys Murphy RIP 
(EM Murphy) 
 
Wednesday 22nd July:  
St Mary Magdalene Jn 20:1-2; 11-18 
12 noon: Philo, Hermino & Ozzie Correa RIP 
(Noronaha Family) 
 
Thursday 23rd July:  
St Bridget, Patron of Europe  
  Jn 15:1-8 
12 noon: Linda’s birthday 
 
Friday 24th July: St Sharbel Makhluf 
  Mt 13:18-23 
12 noon: Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney RIP 
(Geraldine & Mary) 
 
Saturday 25th July: St James, Apostle 
  Mt 20: 20-28 
10.30—11.30: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
12 noon: John Delaney RIP 
6pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 26th July:   
17th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A) 
   Mt 13:44-52 
8.00am: Welfare of Andy Connors 
9.30am: Maureen & Syd Pepper RIP 
(Debra & Denise Pepper) 
11.00am: Thanksgiving for the Resumption of Mass 
(Tessa) 
12.15: Baptism of Niamh Kate Joyce 
6pm: Welfare of Geoff Smart (anon) 

Live streaming of Mass at 9:30: 

Go to the parish website to watch it 

Thomas Bradley RIP (Rose-Marie Bradley) 

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other 
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and 

to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

Available to let: Flat Share Canterbury.  
Private ensuite/shower. £650 per month. Lady only. 
Tel: 01227 456251 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
We are resuming the celebration of the Sacra-

ment of Baptism though under social distancing 
guidelines. If you want your child baptised 

please first complete the form which can be 
found on our website and email it to the Parish 

Office. Thank you. 

http://www.churchservices.tv
https://justgiving.com/fundraising/stthomasofcanterbury
https://justgiving.com/fundraising/stthomasofcanterbury


 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

It isn’t easy to keep the two aspects of God in balance, the God of Justice and the God of Mercy. Some felt 

uneasy about Pope Francis call for a Year of Mercy in 2016. It is all very well talking about a forgiving and 

merciful God but what about the God who calls us to justice? The God that demands that we do the right 

thing or suffer the consequences. In todays reading from the book of Wisdom we read “Secure in strength, 

you judge with mildness and govern us with great lenience.” It seems that some think that there is a danger 

in being lenient. If you are too lenient then it might mean that a person might think they can get away with 

things. Do you remember the old saying “spare the rod and spoil the child.” The wonderful picture we are 

given today is of a God who always gives us a chance to repent of sins and mistakes. If this is true of God it 

must also hold true to us as well. As one writer points out, God acts with leniency precisely because he is 

powerful. That’s why he gives us a chance to repent when we have sinned. In acting in this way, God also 

instructs us that those who are just must be kind. This leads us to today’s Gospel of the darnel and wheat. In 

the parable the farmer tells the servant to leave the two very similar plants to grow together until harvest 

time. It is as if one is allowing evil to continue. Why doesn’t God root it out and get rid of it at once? By al-

lowing the two to grow together God is showing his power. God doesn’t worry about whether the weeds 

will ruin the harvest, it is his harvest and he will see to it that it is good. In leaving the darnel to grow along-

side the wheat God is giving the wicked a chance to repent and to change. It isn’t because God finds it diffi-

cult to put things right, or that evil is more powerful than good ,but it’s because God is God, who shows his 

power by his leniency towards those who have done wrong. Here is a God who is generous to us his children 

even when we are misbehaving. What a great arm and heartfelt psalm we have today. Psalm 86 (Greek 85). 

“O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call upon you. You, O God, are compassionate 

and gracious, slow to anger, O Lord, abundant in mercy and fidelity; turn and take pity on me. O Lord give 

me comfort and help.”  

NEWSLETTER 
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pandemic. You can still phone or 

email 

From Fr Anthony ... 
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ous payments to the parish funds. The Masses will get said 
- we are though limited to one a day (2 on Sunday) at the 

moment so it may take a little longer. Thank you too for all 
the generous donations to our SVP and to CAFOD. Please 

be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

Resumption of the Mass 

I am delighted to be able to say, after 4 months, we are now 

resuming the celebration of Mass at weekends and during the 

week, starting next Saturday night, the 25th July 2020. 

It does of course come with health warnings (literally), around 

the number we can admit and the way the Mass can be cele-

brated. We are going to trial this for 2 weeks, having all the 

usual 5 weekend Masses. We will have to have at least 4 

stewards to help at each Mass. There roles will include greet-

ing people, helping them to find suitable seats, making sure 

they have given information for “track and trace” and sanitis-

ing the church after Mass. It is vital we have these volunteers 

for every Mass so if you are able to volunteer please let the 

Parish Office or me know this week. 

A government requirement is that each of us has to give a 

name and contact number for “track & trace” purposes. 

Please fill in a form that can be downloaded from the website 

and bring the form with you when you come to Mass. There 

will be stewards at the door to assist you if you need a form. 

Please put your form in the box provided. 

Entrance will be via the main door but we can exit by both 

doors. I encourage you all to bring a face covering. If you are 

less than 2 metres from the next person and they are not part 

of one of your “bubble”, you have to wear the face covering. 

For communion, please wear your face covering as you ap-

proach the priest. As soon as Mass is ended, please leave im-

mediately so the church can be sanitised by the stewards. 

Fr Sylvester and I have been very heartened by those of you 

who have been able to make it possible to open the church in 

the last few weeks. 

I realise that not all of you will be able to come to Mass at the 

moment. Remember there is still no Sunday obligation and 

that you can see all our Masses live streamed on the website 

or through www.churchservices.tv and type in “Canterbury”. 

I very much look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 

in person soon. With love & prayers Fr Anthony.  

Our Priests 

It has just been announced that Fr John Howard was 

ordained priest on 18th July 2020 and he has been 

appointed as assistant to our parish here at St 

Thomas of Canterbury. More details to follow. 

Fr Sylvester will be with us until the end of August 

and I will write more about his next appointment 

and how we might want to wish him well and thank 

him for all he has done for us. 

JUST GIVING 
Many, many thanks to all those who have al-
ready used our JustGiving page on the parish 

website . Fantastic response. To donate: https://
justgiving.com/fundraising/stthomasofcanterbury  

Sunday 19th July:   
16th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A) 
   Mt 13:24-43 
11.00am: Health of Stefanie Hambrook (Brigid Rowe) 

12 noon: Baptism of Ekajng Ekaterina Ebam 
 
Monday 20th July:  
St Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr   
  Mt 12:38-42 
12 noon: Gay O’Sullivan RIP (Tony O’Sullivan) 
 
Tuesday 21st July:  
St Lawrence of Brindisi Mt 12:46-50 
12 noon:  David & Gladys Murphy RIP 
(EM Murphy) 
 
Wednesday 22nd July:  
St Mary Magdalene Jn 20:1-2; 11-18 
12 noon: Philo, Hermino & Ozzie Correa RIP 
(Noronaha Family) 
 
Thursday 23rd July:  
St Bridget, Patron of Europe  
  Jn 15:1-8 
12 noon: Linda’s birthday 
 
Friday 24th July: St Sharbel Makhluf 
  Mt 13:18-23 
12 noon: Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney RIP 
(Geraldine & Mary) 
 
Saturday 25th July: St James, Apostle 
  Mt 20: 20-28 
10.30—11.30: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
12 noon: John Delaney RIP 
6pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 26th July:   
17th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A) 
   Mt 13:44-52 
8.00am: Welfare of Andy Connors 
9.30am: Maureen & Syd Pepper RIP 
(Debra & Denise Pepper) 
11.00am: Thanksgiving for the Resumption of Mass 
(Tessa) 
12.15: Baptism of Niamh Kate Joyce 
6pm: Welfare of Geoff Smart (anon) 

Live streaming of Mass at 9:30: 

Go to the parish website to watch it 

Thomas Bradley RIP (Rose-Marie Bradley) 

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other 
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and 

to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people. 

Available to let: Flat Share Canterbury.  
Private ensuite/shower. £650 per month. Lady only. 
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The Sacrament of Baptism 
We are resuming the celebration of the Sacra-

ment of Baptism though under social distancing 
guidelines. If you want your child baptised 

please first complete the form which can be 
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Office. Thank you. 
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