12 July 2020

Year A • Psalter Week 3

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

12 JULY 2020
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
As for me, in justice I shall behold your face;
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
O God, who show the light of your truth
to those who go astray,
so that they may return to the right path,
give all who for the faith they profess
are accounted Christians
the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the
name of Christ
and to strive after all that does it honour.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Isaiah 55:10-11

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Thus says the Lord: “As the rain and the snow
come down from the heavens and do not
return without watering the earth, making it
yield and giving growth to provide seed for
the sower and bread for the eating, so the
word that goes from my mouth does not
return to me empty, without carrying out my
will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 64

PSALM

Response:
Some seed fell into rich soil,
and produced its crop.
1.
		
		
		

You care for the earth, give it water,
you fill it with riches.
Your river in heaven brims over
to provide its grain. (R.)

2.
		
		
		

And thus you provide for the earth;
you drench its furrows,
you level it, soften it with showers,
you bless its growth. (R.)

3. You crown the year with your goodness.
		 Abundance flows in your steps,
		 in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.
			(R.)

4.
		
		
		

The hills are girded with joy,
the meadows covered with flocks,
the valleys are decked with wheat.
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.)

SECOND READING

Romans 8:18-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.
I think that what we suffer in this life can
never be compared to the glory, as yet
unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The
whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to
reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on
the part of creation that it was made unable
to attain its purpose, it was made so by God;
but creation still retains the hope of being
freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence,
to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the
children of God. From the beginning till now
the entire creation, as we know, has been
groaning in one great act of giving birth; and
not only creation, but all of us who possess
the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan
inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set
free.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening;
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Matthew 13:1-9
(longer form Matthew 13:1-23)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.
Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside,
but such crowds gathered round him that he
got into a boat and sat there. The people all
stood on the beach, and he told them many
things in parables.
He said, “Imagine a sower going out to
sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the
edge of the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. Others fell on patches of rock where
they found little soil and sprang up straight
away, because there was no depth of earth;
but as soon as the sun came up they were
scorched and, not having any roots, they
withered away. Others fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them. Others
fell on rich soil and produced their crop,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Listen, anyone who has ears!”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

THE WORD

Year A • Psalter Week 3

DO

WHAT KIND OF
SOIL ARE YOU?

Think about it. What seeds are you sowing?
What values, attitudes and qualities are you
planting in your children, in your family,
your friends and workmates? What kind of
harvest are you producing?

(MATTHEW 13:1-23)

SAY

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look upon the offerings of the Church, O Lord,
as she makes her prayer to you,
and grant that, when consumed by those
who believe,
they may bring ever greater holiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for her young:
by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and
my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having consumed these gifts, we pray, O Lord,
that, by our participation in this mystery,
its saving effects upon us may grow.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

“Truly a faithful friend is the medicine of life.
Truly a faithful friend is a strong defence.
For what will not a genuine friend perform?
What pleasure will he not afford? What
benefit? What security? Though you should
name infinite treasures, none of them is
comparable to a genuine friend.”

“Lord, help me to
receive your word with
an open heart and let
it bear fruit in my life.
Amen.”

PRAY

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the sower and seed.
He uses images that would have been familiar to people living in
the fishing and agricultural economy of Galilee.
A sower goes out to sow seed. He scatters it generously. Some falls on the edge of the
path and is eaten up immediately by birds. Other seeds fall on a rocky patch, where they
spring up straight away, but quickly wither because there isn’t enough soil for the roots to
take hold. Some fall among thorns, which grow up and choke them. Others fall among rich
soil and produce an abundant crop.
Jesus explains that the seed is the word of God, which he scatters generously. It is
available for everyone to respond to. But whether God’s word will take root and bear fruit
depends on the condition of the ground. It depends on how open people are to receive it.
Jesus describes four types of hearers. The first are those who hear the word of God but
they do not really understand it and are easily led astray by evil influences. The second are
initially very enthusiastic but fall away as soon as trials and difficulties arise because God’s
word has never taken root in them. Third are those who hear the word but are distracted
by the worries and cares and riches of this life. The final type are those who listen to God’s
word and take it to heart, and respond by applying it to themselves in an effort to lead a
life like that of Jesus. They will yield a rich harvest.

Pray for all Christians that they might draw
others to God by the kind of lives they lead.

LEARN
The Christian is nourished by the breaking
of bread and the breaking of the word.
The one who hears the word of God and
lives it will produce good fruit.

By their fruits you shall know them.

God’s word is still scattered generously today. The question is, how well do we respond to
it? How firmly does it take root in us? Are we people like the fourth group of hearers, who
listen to the word of God, take it to heart, make it their own and have it bear much fruit? n

St John Chrysostom

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

REFLECT

W

e all would like to think that,
when our time comes, we will
have left a mark, a legacy, a sign
that our lives were not in vain, that our
impact on this earth was for the better.
Some people have carved their names
in history through the works of art or
the inventions they created. Others have
made their mark in the world of sports or
politics or religion, or as great thinkers
or explorers or leaders. Every generation

has produced individuals of renown, who
used the talents they were given to yield
a rich harvest. Think of the impact the
seventeen-year-old Swedish campaigner
Greta Thunberg is making in the area of
climate activism.
All of us have been gifted and talented
in one way or another. Hopefully, we are
using those talents to the best of our
ability, even if our names will never be

in the history books. As Christians, we
have been tasked with something even
more important – to cultivate the seed
of faith that has been planted in us so
that it bears wonderful fruit. We do that
by letting God’s word ground us and
shape us. We do it by the example of
our lives – the values we hold, the words
we speak, the actions we take. We do
it by witnessing to the Gospel, in every
moment of every day. n
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PARISH MATTERS

Sunday 12th July: 15th Sunday in
Ordinary Time (Year A) Mt 13:1-23

Live streaming of Mass at 9:30:

Go to the parish website to watch it
Good Health of Gemma Macey
(Mary Alexander)
11.00am: Welfare of Kerry & Louise
(A. Nichols)
Monday 13th July: St Mildred, Abbess Mt 10:34
& 11:1
12 noon: Becky Judge RIP (EM Murphy)
Tuesday 14th July: St Camillus de Lellis
Mt 11:20-24
12 noon: Margaret Carr RIP (Josie Carr)
Wednesday 15th July: St Bonaventure
Mt 11:25-27
12 noon: Welfare of Angela Harrison
(A. Nichols)
Thursday 16th July: Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Mt 11: 28-30
12 noon: Niall & Hilary McKernan
60th Wedding Anniversary
Friday 17th July: Feria Mt 12 1-8
12 noon: Tsige Buta RIP (1st Anniversary)
(Tsige Sherington)
Saturday 18th July: Feria
Mt 12: 14-21
10.30—11.30: Reconciliation
12 noon: Becky Judge RIP (Linda Scott)
THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their
Sunday
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SundaytointheOrdinary
Times
(A) will get said
ous payments
parish funds.
The Masses
Mt 13 24-43
- we are though limited to one a day (2 on Sunday)
at the
9.30am:
Thomas
Bradley
RIP (Rose-Marie)
moment so
it may take
a little longer.
Thank you too for all
11.00am:
Health
of Stefanie
Hambrook
the generous
donations
to our SVP
and to CAFOD. Please
(Brigid
be assured
Rowe)they are being passed to the right people.

12 noon: Baptism of Ekajng Ekaterina Ebam

We have successfully opened our church for private
prayer and we are now ready to take the next step to re
-establish Mass. A large measure of control is needed to
ensure we adhere to safety guidelines in physical distancing and hygiene. After long discussion with the PPC I
have decided that initially we will have all Sunday Masses as before, 12 o’clock Mass Monday—Saturday and an
evening Mass on Fridays at 7.30pm. We will begin on
Saturday 25th July. We also need more volunteers as
stewards for the Sunday Masses. We are also obliged by
law to collect ‘track & trace’ data for individuals and
household groups attending Mass. You will be able to
download a form from our website which you can fill in
before coming to church. There will be forms available
in the Narthex for those not connected to the internet.
These completed forms will be deposited in a box in the
Narthex, then placed in a sealed envelope and shredded
after three weeks. If there is a COVID19 case associated
with St Thomas’s Church we will be able to give the required data to the government authorities for them to
contact relevant individuals. By mid-August when we
see the pattern of Mass attendance we may be able to
do away with some of these cautious start-up rules.
Please work with us to make Mass of everyone a reality
again. If there is a Mass you habitually attend, consider
becoming a steward to help out at that Mass. I would
also remind you that The Sunday obligation does not
apply at present so you might want to choose another
Mass.
Fr Anthony

JUST GIVING
There is now a page on our website enabling easy
donations through JustGiving.
Thank you for all you are giving. The link is here:https://
justgiving.com/fundraising/stthomasofcanterbury

From Fr Anthony ...

Let’s just today listen to this story or parable that Jesus told to the people and imagine that he is telling it
to you personally. As one writer said “ A parable is a story that makes you do your own thinking.” I need to
ask myself the question “What kind of soil do I present to the seeds of the Kingdom?” Some seeds fell on
the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. The pathway is the harden earth. The seed just
bounced off. Apparently in Palestine in the agriculture of the time, the seed is scattered before the ground
is ploughed. By the time the farmer comes with the plough the birds have taken the seed. Perhaps the
routine of my life has hardened me to receiving the freshness of the word? Have I allowed mediocrity and
routine harden me to the Word? Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up
straight away, because there was no depth of earth. As soon as the sun came up they were scorched and,
not having any roots, they withered away. How often have I begun well, made resolutions and then slackened off? I need to be realistic and rely on God’s grace and God’s spirit to lead me and guide me. The rocks
in the soil might represent areas of unforgiveness in my life. Perhaps there are areas of my life that need
to be healed so that I become more receptive and open to God’s word. Others fell among thorns and the
thorns grew up and choked them. The suggestion is that these could represent the worries of the world
and lure of riches. To what extent is Jesus knocking at my door and I am too preoccupied to open it. Come
back later as I am too busy at the moment. I cannot let Jesus in because of having so much else to do.
Have I let my concerns about work, my family, my health, my future , my comfort, drown out the living
word? If the kingdom of God is not the central pursuit of my life then we are being choked. Father Denis
McBride in his reflection on today’s gospel writes; “But we must be patient with ourselves. Like all seed,
the Word of God takes time to grow. The sower knows that he has to wait for the weather, the secret
working of the soil, the slow thrust of life, before he can see the crops emerge. The sower cannot deny the
time the whole process takes. God who sows the seed knows what it means to plant his Word in different
people in different situations. It all takes time. But if we take time to nourish the Word, God will wait on
the gradual process. “

CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE
PRAYER
Monday—Saturday:
9.30am—11.30am & 2.30pm—4.30pm
Friday: additional opening between 6pm—8pm
Sunday: 4pm—6pm
New Ramp in the Church
You will notice the new ramp that is now at the
Canterbury Lane entrance of our church. It will be
carpeted next week. This will give easier access for
many people. The hall lift should be finally mended in the next couple of weeks. Many thanks to all
those who donated towards these costs.
100 Club Winners for July
Congratulations to:
Pauline Ryan (No: 38) and Pat Moore (no.77)

Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet,
Louisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland,
Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, Mary Dittrich, Pat
Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker,
Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill
Parker, Bernie Fisher and Lucy Purbrick.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria
Bryant, Pamela Dodds Fr Gerry Flood, Roberto de
Paco, John Todd, Carol Mary Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom
Hodges, Rebecca Judge, Fr Francis Hartley, Fr Edmund
Hartley, Gertraude Katherine Brock and Vera Fletcher.
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are
this month:
Elizabeth Simpson and Kazimierz Kyrnick

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their Mass donations, weekly collections and other
very generous payments to the parish funds. Thank you too for all the generous donations to our SVP and
to CAFOD. Please be assured they are being passed to the right people.

