SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

Sunday «lgfr«-Message

HE WORD

MEN

(MATTHEW 16:13-19)

A sculpture in St Peter’s Basilica, Rome, of Christ enthroned with St Paul, St Peter and
Pope Pius Vil

Jesus has been going around curing sick people and performing miracles,
with the result that he has become quite a celebrity. But he has also become a
target, and those in authority are out to get him. They are trying to turn public
opinion against him, and things are hotting up.

Jesus asks his disciples to be honest with him. He wants to know what people are saying
about him. His friends are nervous and embarrassed. They fudge the issue and tell him
only the good things.

Well, they begin, some say you are John the Baptist. Others say you are Elijah, while
others think you're Jeremiah or one of the other great prophets.

But Jesus doesn’t want flattery. He stops them in their tracks: “What about you?” he says,
“Who do you say that | am?”

While the others stop to think about what they’re going to say, Peter, impetuous as
always, rushes forth with the winning answer. For him, Jesus is no mere prophet or
returned figure from the past. He is the Messiah, God’s own Son, the one whose coming
the scriptures had foretold.

For the first time, it seems the disciples are beginning to recognise who Jesus really
is. Then events take an unexpected turn, which no doubt leaves Peter dumbstruck and
confused.

Jesus blesses Peter for his answer, and gives him authority in the community. Peter will
be the unshakeable rock upon which Christ will build his Church, and will hold the keys of
the kingdom of heaven.

Peter, and later Paul, knew that Jesus was their Lord and Saviour. They spent their lives
after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus preaching that Good News, building up
the early Church. Both shared a martyr’s death. Both were instrumental in laying the
foundations for the Church we have today.

That is why we honour them with today’s feast. Like Peter and Paul, we know who Jesus is
and we too are called to make him known as best we can. &

PRAY

Year A ¢ Psalter Week 1

REFLECT

ecause we are human, we make
B mistakes, we screw up, we

disappoint ourselves and others.
Whether it's on the sports field, or in
the workplace, or in a relationship, we

can let others down. We don’t always
show our potential.

And so we know how important it is
to be given a second chance, another
opportunity, to be able to start all over
again. To be offered the possibility of
redemption.

Peter and Paul both knew and
experienced that. Both were weak
characters, who made big mistakes.
Peter denied Jesus three times; Paul
actively persecuted members of the
early Christian community. Both were
most unlikely candidates to lead the
Church, yet God chose both of them.
God overlooked their weakness and
past failures because God saw the
extraordinary potential in the two of
them.

In God’s eyes, there are no lost causes,
no hopeless cases. God sees the
potential in everyone. God sees the
potential in each one of us also, and as
God did with Peter and Paul, invites us
be our best selves. B

SAY

“Lord, I know that you are
the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

LEARN

Though leaders of the Church, Peter and
Paul were both very conscious of their faults
and failings. They knew they were far from
perfect. Think about your life. What are

your failings? What do you need to do to be
closer to God?

Ask the Lord to help you always to know
who he is and to witness to him to the best
of your ability, following the example of
Peter and Paul.

God sees the potential in everyone.

Each of us is called to build up the
community of faith.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

These are the ones who, living in the flesh,
planted the Church with their blood;

they drank the chalice of the Lord

and became the friends of God.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles
Peter and Paul

give us the noble and holy joy of this day,

grant, we pray, that your Church

may in all things follow the teaching

of those through whom she received

the beginnings of right religion.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 12:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

King Herod started persecuting certain
members of the Church. He beheaded James
the brother of John, and when he saw that
this pleased the Jews, he decided to arrest
Peter as well. This was during the days
of Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in
prison, assigning four squads of four soldiers
each to guard him in turns. Herod meant to
try Peter in public after the end of Passover
week. All the time Peter was under guard the
Church prayed to God for him unremittingly.
On the night before Herod was to try him,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
fastened with double chains, while guards

kept watch at the main entrance to the prison.

Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood
there, and the cell was filled with light. He
tapped Peter on the side and woke him. “Get
up!” he said “Hurry!” — and the chains fell
from his hands. The angel then said, “Put on
your belt and sandals.” After he had done
this, the angel next said, “Wrap your cloak
around you and follow me.” Peter followed
him, but had no idea that what the angel did
was happening in reality; he thought he was
seeing a vision. They passed through two
guard posts one after the other, and reached
the iron gate leading to the city. This opened
of its own accord; they went through it and
had walked the whole length of one street
when suddenly the angel left him. It was only
then that Peter came to himself. “Now | know
itis all true,” he said. “The Lord really did
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send his angel and has saved me from Herod
and from all that the Jewish people were so
certain would happen to me. “

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 33

Response:

From all my terrors the Lord set me free.
or

The angel of the Lord rescues those who
revere him.

o | will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)

€ Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
| sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

e Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. (R.)

0 The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who revere him, to rescue
them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
He is happy who seeks refuge in him. (R.)

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 17-18

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to
Timothy.

My life is already being poured away as a
libation, and the time has come for me to
be gone. | have fought the good fight to the
end; | have run the race to the finish; | have
kept the faith; all there is to come now is the
crown of righteousness reserved for me,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give
to me on that Day; and not only to me but all
those who have longed for his Appearing.
The Lord stood by me and gave power, so
that through me the whole message might
be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and,
so | was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The
Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts
on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLANATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are Peter and on this rock | will build my
Church.

And the gates of the underworld can never
hold out against it.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 16: 13-19

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea
Philippi he put this question to his disciples,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” And
they said, “Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” “But you,” he said, “who do
you say | am?” Then Simon Peter spoke up,
“You are the Christ,” he said, “the Son of the
living God.” Jesus replied, “Simon son of
Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was
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not flesh and blood that revealed this to you
but my Father in heaven. So | now say to you:
You are Peter and on this rock | will build my
Church. And the gates of the underworld can
never hold out against it. | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you
bind on earth shall be considered bound in
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be
considered loosed in heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

May the prayer of the Apostles, O Lord,

accompany the sacrificial gift

that we present to your name for consecration,

and may their intercession make us devoted
to you

in celebration of the sacrifice.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONIMUNION ANTIPHON

Peter said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

And Jesus replied: You are Peter,
and upon this rock | will build my Church.

PRAYER AFTER COMIMUNION
Grant us, O Lord,

who have been renewed by this Sacrament,
so to live in the Church,

that, persevering in the breaking of the Bread
and in the teaching of the Apostles,

we may be one heart and one soul,

and made steadfast in your love.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are

copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by
Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).



NEWSLETTER\Y

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ

Sunday 28th June: Sts Peter & Paul
Mt 16:13-19
11.00am: Agnes Nattress RIP
(1st Anniversary) (Helen Nattress)

Live streaming of Mass at 9:30:

Go to the parish website to watch it
John Nolan RIP (Sue Nolan & Family)

Monday 29th June: Feria
12 noon: Tom & Janette Fallon RIP
(Gilly Bartram)

Tuesday 30th June:
1st Martyrs of Holy Roman Church
Mt 8:23-27
12 noon: Welfare of Sebastian Purbrick
(Sue Purbrick)

Wednesday 1st July: St Oliver Plunket

Mt 8:28-34
12 noon: Pamela Dodds RIP (Carol & Kevin)
Thursday 2nd July: Feria Mt 9: 1-8
12 noon: Margary Gill (Kathleen Byrne)

Friday 3rd July: St Thomas, Apostle
Jn 20: 24-29
12 noon: Welfare of Mary Reynolds

Saturday 4th July:

St Elizabeth of Portugal

12 noon: Benjamin, Mathilde & Camille
Pellet (Marilyn Rey)

Mt 9: 14-17

Sunday 5th July:
14th Sunday in Ordinary Times (A)

Mt 11:25-30
9.30am: The Family of Rebecca Judge
(D. Carney)
11.00am: UCM Members and Families

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their
Mass donations, weekly collections and other very gener-
ous payments to the parish funds. The Masses will get said
- we are though limited to one a day (2 on Sunday) at the
moment so it may take a little longer. Thank you too for all
the generous donations to our SVP and to CAFOD. Please
be assured they are being passed to the right people.

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk email
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi CSSp
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

Office closed during the Covid-19
pandemic. You can still phone or

Parish Administrator; Miss Linda Scott

PARISH MATTERS

WE ARE OPENING THE CHURCH!

| am delighted to say we are finally able to open
our church for private prayer from Wednesday
1st July 2020. You will, | know, understand there
are social distancing and health & safety rules
and guidelines we have to follow but thank God
we are open! Thanks to all who have volun-
teered to make this possible.

OPENING TIMES & GUIDANCE

The sessions will be Monday to Saturday
from 9.30 to 11.30 in the morning and 2.30
to 4.30 in the afternoon. We have an evening
session on Fridays at 6pm to 8pm. Sunday
session will be 4pm—6pm only as Mass is live
streamed at 9.30am.

While the church is open the Blessed Sacra-
ment will be exposed on the altar.

There are some special arrangements to ob-
serve when attending for private prayer. « Do
not come if you have symptoms of COVID19
(high temperature, persistent dry cough, loss of
taste and smell) or if you have ‘flu or a heavy
cold. « Entry is via the main door in Burgate,
exit is via the Canterbury Lane door « Physical
distancing is to be observed, many benches
are closed to help this « Face masks are highly
encouraged but not obligatory « Hand sanitisa-
tion is required as you enter and leave the
church (available at entrance) « Children under
16 must be accompanied by an adult « Young
children must be kept under control « Wheel-
chairs and scooters can be accommodated
Courtesy in the event of queueing and for circu-
lation in the church is requested ¢ Do not touch
statues « Hand sanitiser is flammable. Let it dry
before lighting a candle. * No toilet facilities are
open in the church at this time.
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From Fr Anthony ...

Anselm’s school. It is the one Sunday in the year when we cancel all the Masses
iat the Church that day so that we have the opportunity to be together as one
iparish family, centred on the Eucharist. The food afterwards helps us to form
icloser links with each other socially and expresses our unity in Christ. Today is al-
iso the feast Sts Peter and Paul. This is a solemnity in the Church when we cele-
ibrate the two pillars of the Church. They were so different. Peter was a humble
iordinary fisherman and Paul a highly educated Pharisee. Both were flawed fig-
iures. Peter denied Jesus three times; he seemed to be impetuous and tended to
ispeak before thinking. Paul fell out with his travel companions and knew his
iweaknesses. This is what he writes in his second letter to the Corinthians, “My
igrace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” | will all
ithe more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon
ime. For the sake of Christ then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hard-
iships, persecutions, and calamities; for when | am weak, then | am strong.” This
iis a great encouragement to me because | am so aware of my faults, limitations
iand sinfulness yet God calls me to share in the priesthood of Jesus. We don’t
ihave to be perfect before becoming an instrument of God’s love and healing. To-
iday we also mark the anniversary of the election of the Holy Father, Pope Fran-
icis. The actual anniversary is on 13th March but as the date is always during
iLent, by the decision of the Bishops Conference, the anniversary is marked to-
iday. As successor of Peter we thank God for the many ways Pope Francis has en-
icouraged us during this time of pandemic.

Catholic Voices survey 'Coronavirus,
Church & You’

Catholic Voices is collaborating with
researchers as part of a major survey
assessing responses to the Covid-19 crisis
among Catholics in the UK. This survey, which
will form part of a wider survey of UK Christian
responses to the present crisis, is intended to
capture Catholic experience and help us
understand it better. The survey takes the form
of an online questionnaire and has already
received 1,500 responses and will remain open
till early July. Any Catholic living in England,
Wales or Scotland can take part in the survey
here. Find out more about the survey on our
website: https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/

survey

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore
Hall, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds,
Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny,
Bill Parker, Bernie Fisher and Lucy Purbrick.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Maria Bryant,
Pamela Dodds Fr Gerry Flood, Roberto de Paco, John Todd,
Carol Mary Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge,
Fr Francis Hartley, Fr Edmund Hartley, Gertraude Katherine
Brock and Vera Fletcher.

Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this month:

Tsige Buta , Michael Hagger and Agnes Nattrass
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