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Year A • Psalter Week 4

SAFETY IN
NUMBERS?
(JOHN 10:1-10)

During these Sundays of Easter, the first reading, from the Acts of
the Apostles, describes the life and mission of the early Christian
community. The extracts from the Gospel of John concentrate on the
relationship of the individual disciple to Jesus.
In the image of the sheepfold, we can imagine more than one flock of sheep together.
The animals do not have distinct markings, but this does not matter, as the way in which
the particular shepherd gathers his own is to call them by name: the individual sheep
recognises the voice of its own shepherd and comes obediently to him. The shepherd then
walks off and the sheep follow trustfully: no need for dogs or whistles.
Jesus also describes himself as the gate of the sheepfold. Sometimes there was no gate
or door to keep the sheep safe, so the shepherd would lie down across the opening and
the shepherd’s body would then become the barrier to protect the flock from predators.
But Jesus is more than that. He is offering ultimate safety, which we call salvation, pasture
which the prophets declared the messianic shepherd would provide, and finally abundant
life. Jesus is also making a contrast between himself and the leaders of the people who
have failed in their responsibilities to care properly for those entrusted to them. n

REFLECT

T

his passage is leading up to Jesus’ describing himself as the good shepherd,
the model for all those who are given a position of authority in the community.
He will act out dramatically what this entails when he washes the feet of his
disciples to teach them that authority manifests itself in humble service. The ultimate
expression of this dedication to others is to lay down one’s life for them: we can see
this most clearly in the likes of Archbishop Oscar Romero who followed the example
of Jesus in caring for his people to the extent of literally giving his life for them.
We might think today about our relationship with the risen Jesus. We consider in this
Easter season that he entered into glory by way of the cross, so the gratitude which
we feel is an important part of our attitude towards Jesus. It is, in some ways, easier
and less demanding to think of ourselves as one of the flock, one of the crowd, and
that Jesus gave his life for a vast and anonymous group. But John the evangelist
does not let us off so lightly. In the Gospel today, Jesus is presented as calling his
own sheep out of the amalgamated flocks one by one. He knows and can recognise
each member of his own flock. Each one must respond: each one must follow. To
cultivate a personal relationship with Jesus rather than simply be a member of the
congregation is a challenge which some of us might rather not face; but the proper
relationship of the disciple with Jesus, according to the Fourth Gospel is love: no one
else can do that for us. n

LEARN
A sheepfold would be formed of a circular
stone wall with an opening: it would
have thorny branches on the top to deter
predatory animals.
Shepherds in the area would bring their
flocks to a common sheepfold for safety at
night and put them in together.
Smaller, more remote sheepfolds would
have no gate or attendant: the shepherd
would lie down across the opening to keep
the sheep in and predators out.

DO
Look at the congregation at Mass: do you
find it easier to imagine yourself as just one
of the crowd or as a guest invited personally
to a celebration? Remember that Jesus, the
good shepherd, knows your name.

SAY
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall
want (Psalm 22:1)
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;
by the word of the Lord the heavens were
made, alleluia.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,
so that the humble flock may reach
where the brave Shepherd has gone before.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Acts 2:14,36-41

FIRST READING

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with
the Eleven and addressed the crowd with a
loud voice: “The whole House of Israel can be
certain that God has made this Jesus whom
you crucified both Lord and Christ.”
Hearing this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the apostles, “What
must we do, brothers?” “You must repent,”
Peter answered “and every one of you must
be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that
was made is for you and your children, and
for all those who are far away, for all those
whom the Lord our God will call to himself.”
He spoke to them for a long time using
many arguments, and he urged them, “Save
yourselves from this perverse generation.”
They were convinced by his arguments,
and they accepted what he said and were
baptised. That very day about three thousand
were added to their number.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 22

PSALM

Response:
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
or
Alleluia!
1. The Lord is my shepherd;
		 there is nothing I shall want.

		 Fresh and green are the pastures
		 where he gives me repose.
		 Near restful waters he leads me,
		 to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2. He guides me along the right path;
		 he is true to his name.
		 If I should walk in the valley of darkness
		 no evil would I fear.
		 You are there with your crook and your
			staff;
		 with these you give comfort. (R.)
3. You have prepared a banquet for me
		 in the sight of my foes.
		 My head you have anointed with oil;
		 my cup is overflowing. (R.)
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall
			follow me
		 all the days of my life.
		 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
		 for ever and ever. (R.)
SECOND READING

1 Peter 2:20-25

A reading from the first letter of St Peter.
The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing
punishment patiently when you are punished
after doing your duty.
This, in fact, is what you are called to do,
because Christ suffered for you and left an
example for you to follow the way he took.
He had not done anything wrong, and there
had been no perjury in his mouth. He was
insulted and did not retaliate with insults;
when he was tortured he made no threats
but he put his trust in the righteous judge. He
was bearing our faults in his own body on
the cross, so that we might die to our faults
and live for holiness; through his wounds you
have been healed. You had gone astray like
sheep but now you have come back to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

John 10:1-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.
Jesus said: “I tell you most solemnly, anyone
who does not enter the sheepfold through
the gate, but gets in some other way is a
thief and a brigand. The one who enters
through the gate is the shepherd of the flock;
the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear
his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep
and leads them out. When he has brought
out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow because they know his voice.
They never follow a stranger but run away
from him: they do not recognise the voice of
strangers.”
Jesus told them this parable but they failed
to understand what he meant by telling it to
them.
So Jesus spoke to them again:
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I am the gate.
Anyone who enters through
me will be safe:
he will go freely in and out
and be sure of ﬁnding pasture.
The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy.
I have come
so that they may have life
and have it to the full.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant, we pray, O Lord,
that we may always find delight in these
paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Good Shepherd has risen,
who laid down his life for his sheep
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd,
and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures
the sheep you have redeemed
by the Precious Blood of your Son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

“I tell you most solemnly,
I am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come
are thieves and brigands;
but the sheep took no notice of them.
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Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are
copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK
by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).

NEWSLETTER
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
Office closed during the Convid59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
19 pandemic. You can still phone
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
or email
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi CSSp Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

Sunday 3rd May Fourth Sunday of Easter
Jn 10:1-10
Live streaming of Mass at 9:30:
Go to the parish website to watch it
UCM members and families
11am: Kathleen Fitzgibbon (Josie Carr)
Monday 4th May: The English Martyrs
Mt 10:17-22
12 noon: Benjamin, Mathilde and Camille Pillet (Rey)
Tuesday 5th May: Feria
Jn 10: 22-30
12 noon: Carol Kirby RIP (Sister of Sue Purbrick)
Wednesday 6th May: Feria
Jn 12: 44-50
12 noon: Pamela Dodds RIP (Rooke)
Thursday 7th May: Feria
12 noon: George Murphy RIP

Jn 13: 16-20

Friday 8th May: Feria
Jn 14: 1-6
12 noon: Wellbeing of the Emslie Family (Tessa)
Saturday 9th May: Feria
Jn 14: 7-14
12 noon: Nell Linehan RIP (Maria Thomas)
Sunday 10th May: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Jn 14:1-12
9:30am (Livestreaming)
Welfare of the Metcalfe Family (Tessa)
11am: Margot Crawley RIP
Today (3rd May), on this Good Shepherd Sunday,
the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. As you know it is when the
Church encourages us to pray for an increase of
priestly and religious vocations.
In Southwark, the day also gives the opportunity to
contribute to the Priests Training Fund, traditionally
known as the Ecclesiastical Education Fund. Due
to the current circumstances this second collection
won’t go ahead as planned. The Archbishop’s
Council will be considering the next steps for all
second collections.

PARISH MATTERS
THE TABLET Catholic Magazine online yearly subscriptions now available at a considerable saving OR download THE TABLET digitally online at https://
www.thetablet.co.uk/subscribe or telephone: 01858
438736 or email help at: thetablet@subscription.co.uk.
THE MAGNIFICAT - the May edition is available to buy
from the Presbytery - please telephone Fr Anthony
(01227 462896) if interested.
Together we are all experiencing such unique times so if
you need a little help from time to time such as shopping,
collecting prescriptions or even if you just want a friendly
chat - why not get in touch with us? We have so many
kind Parishioners raring to help, so if you need some assistance contact the Church office via email canterbury@rcaos.org.uk.or call 07902855622
Teachers needed
Canterbury Welcomes Refugees is looking for teachers,
in particular English teachers and those able to teach
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), but
we would welcome offers from any teachers who might
be willing and able to support the children of refugee
families to continue with their learning. We are looking
for support for primary and secondary school children.
Volunteers need to complete an application form for
Canterbury Welcomes Refugees. You do not have to
commit to a certain number of hours, whatever you are
able to offer will be very much appreciated. In many cases we will be able to use current DBS checks, which our
Designated Safeguarding Lead can check. If you think
you might be able to help, please contact Svenja Powell
via canterburywelcomesrefugees@outlook.com
Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet,
Louisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland,
Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, Mary Dittrich, Kathleen
Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds,
Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin,
Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Fr Paul Perry, Anne
Queenan and Bernie Fisher.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
Ray Scott, Margaret Stevenson, Daniella Rosher,
Archbishop Emeritus Peter Smith, Maria Bryant, Pamela
Dodds Roberto de Paco, John Todd and Carol Mary
Kirby (sister of Sue Purbrick )
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are
this month: Beryl Sammut, Norah Pitt and James
Chamerette

From Fr Anthony ...
Every fourth Sunday of Easter the gospel is about Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Whenever I come to celebrate this Sunday I will always think of dear Pam Dodds who died on Mother’s Day this year. Many of you
would have known her. She was quite a character in our parish community and we miss her presence at
9:30am Sunday Mass and early morning Masses on Wednesdays. Whenever we were together in a group
she would inevitably say quite spontaneously “I love the Good Shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd” Indeed she was quite right to remind us of this powerful image of God’s love and care. St Peter in the second
reading today talks about Jesus as the guardian and shepherd of our souls. Extending the metaphor of the
shepherd in today’s Gospel Jesus talks about himself as the gate. It reminded me of my walks on Dartmoor
where I came across old disused dry stone circular sheep pens. There was a gap in the circle. It was said
that the shepherd would sleep in the gap and so protect the flock. He would act as the gate. Sheep would
pass into the pen through his hands as he examined each one. So it is for us with Jesus as our shepherd
and gate. “The shepherd would apply healing olive oil to any scratches or bruises, and gives each one a
drink of cool water. Dry dusty eyes were soothed in a cup that is overflowing” (O’Flynn OFM). As the shepherd calls the sheep by name, the risen Lord calls me to share his divine life. He is the only way in (gate) to
the fullness of life. “I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.” What is this fullness of life
that he promises? There is much we can do to achieve physical well being, intellectual development and
emotional balance, but it is only Christ who can give us the fullness of life. We achieve fullness of life when
we welcome his life into our heart and we surrender ourselves to the Spirit.
Pope Francis said “Jesus, Good Shepherd and door of the sheep, is a leader whose authority is expressed
in service, a leader who, in order to command, gives his life and does not ask others to sacrifice theirs. One
can trust in a leader like this, as the sheep who heed their shepherd’s voice because they know that with
him one goes to good and abundant pastures. A signal, a call suffices, and they follow; they obey; they
begin to walk, guided by the voice of the One whom they feel as a friendly presence, strong and mild at
once, who calls, protects, consoles and soothes. This is how Christ is for us. There is a dimension of the
Christian experience, that perhaps we leave somewhat in the shadows: the spiritual and affective dimension. Feeling connected to the Lord by a special bond, as sheep to their shepherd.”
“O my soul, rest in the Lord. He is my shepherd who calls me on the road to the fullness of life. He is the only gate into the fullness of life. He is the protecting gate which offers us security and freedom.
Our dear Pam at the moment of her death has passed through the gate that is Jesus, the Good Shepherd.
In the Lord’s own house shall she dwell forever and ever.
Phones and tablets needed for refugee groups
…especially unaccompanied children to help them
contact home and to access online education such
as English lessons. They would normally use computers in community centres, libraries or schools,
but these are of course not available at present. If
you have a spare phone or tablet which you would
be willing to donate, please contact Svenja on:
canterburywelcomesrefugees@outlook.com
CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April. The effects of coronavirus on developing countries where CAFOD works are likely
to be devastating. Families without enough to eat
and without access to clean water and healthcare
are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. The poorest and most marginalised communities will be
pushed further into poverty. Your prayers and gifts
are needed now more than ever to help protect the
lives of those in poor communities. While we are
not able to hold physical collections in our church,
you can donate as individuals at cafod.org.uk/
coronavirusappeal.
More about the appeal can be found here: https://
cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Parish-fundraising
and https://cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Online-talks

VOCATION SUNDAY
The gospel picture of the Good Shepherd calling his flock
has inspired the church to focus attention this Sunday
each year on Vocations.
Firstly we pray that young men may hear and answer the
call to share in the priesthood of Christ through ordination. The flock of Christ will always need the leadership of
men who make commitment to Christ and his Gospel
their professed way of life. At present we have 12 men in
formation for the Archdiocese of Southwark. Please pray
especially for Matthew Donnelly and Frazier Bellfield,
students at St. John’s Seminary, who have had pastoral
placements in our parish. Let us also pray for vocations
to the religious life. This is a call for men and women to
commit themselves to the service of God and the Church
through prayer and service. All of us who are baptised
have a vocation, a calling, to serve the cause of the gospel. The call of Christ, the Good Shepherd, has not always been heeded. The question all of us need to ask is:
Am I following the voice of Christ the shepherd and the
values of the Gospel?
Please do pray for the future of the Church and that many
men and women will answer the call of Christ to lead the
Church forward.
Mass Collections:
Thank you to everyone who has made a special effort to
continue sending your contributions into the Parish. People are also setting up Standing Orders for easier transfer
and this form can be found on our Parish website. If you
can’t access forms this way contact the Presbytery and
we will send one to you.

