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THE WORD

Year A ¢ Psalter Week 3

TN REFLECT

he last line in our Gospel extract
TH E \ I today says, “Then they told their
- story ... how they had recognised
BREAKING

him at the breaking of bread.” This is

0 F BREAD f not what the original text actually says:
/A o it reads how he had made himself
(LUKE 24:13-35) i L - known to them at the breaking of

bread. In the Bible, God or the risen
Jesus reveal themselves to people:

individuals do not discover or come
across God by accident.

Luke is answering a question common
to any generation which did not
experience the risen Jesus in the
direct way in which his first disciples
did: that is, those of us who have to
believe without seeing. His answer

is: in the Eucharist; this is the most
important way in which the Lord
makes himself present to his latter-day
disciples. Our present liturgy reflects
the Emmaus story as it presents the
two ways in which Christ nourishes

The Emmaus story is one of the best-crafted in the Gospel tradition. his followers, at the table of the word

. . and of the sacrament. The celebrant
Luke brings together many important themes: Jerusalem as the place is there representing Christ, not as
where God's plan will be accomplished; the disciples’ journey from the star of the show. The word is of
bewilderment to faith; the fulfilment of scripture; the el fth Squal mportance o the sacrament.

' pture; the e ements of the as it should deepen the disciples’
early preaching; the presence of Jesus today in the Eucharist. appreciation of Jesus and his place
in our lives. The presentation of the

The more important location in the story is Jerusalem: the Easter mystery is not yet liturgy is therefore a responsibility
completed, so the disciples are walking away from the place of salvation. They cannot on everyone involved: the person
make sense of the apparent disaster which has befallen them because they can only see presiding should prepare a proper
one side of the story: they have the facts about Jesus, but cannot see how this could homily; readers should make sure that
be part of God's plan as they do not understand the Hebrew scriptures. The risen Jesus they communicate the word in a way
explains the events against the background of the Law and the Prophets, not by individual that everyone can understand; those
texts but taking those writings as a whole. When they persuade him to stay with them, he responsible for music should check
breaks bread, which for Luke is the characteristic way of referring to the Eucharist; their that the hymns they select are relevant
eyes are opened, they recognise him but he vanishes. They return to Jerusalem where the to the particular day. This is because
final act of the Paschal mystery will unfold with the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost; the liturgy is not a performance: it is
they receive the official testimony to the resurrection: the Lord has risen and has appeared the most powerful way in which the
to Simon. W risen Lord makes himself present to

his disciples. B

In appearance stories in the Bible, it is always God or the risen Jesus who takes the initiative. _

Notice how the celebrant breaks the bread at
There is nothing in the original text which says that the person with Cleopas has to be the Eucharist. Make your “Amen” response
another man: the two could be Cleopas and his wife or another female companion. to the Body of Christ a real act of faith in the

presence of the risen Jesus in the Eucharist.

Cleopas and his companion relate to the disciples in Jerusalem how Jesus had made himself
known to them in the breaking of bread.

SAY

Christ walks beside me on the road of life.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth;
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise, alleluia.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good wiill.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 2:14.22-33

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with
the eleven and addressed the crowd in a
loud voice: “Men of Israel, listen to what |
am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was

a man commended to you by God by the
miracles and portents and signs that God
worked through him when he was among
you, as you all know. This man, who was put
into your power by the deliberate intention
and foreknowledge of God, you took and
had crucified by men outside the Law. You
killed him, but God raised him to life, freeing
him from the pangs of Hades; for it was
impossible for him to be held in its power
since, as David says of him:

| saw the Lord before me always,

or with him at my right hand nothing can
shake me.

So my heart was glad

and my tongue cried out with joy:

my body, too, will rest in the hope

that you will not abandon my soul to Hades

nor allow your holy one to experience
corruption.

You have made known the way of life to me,

you will fill me with gladness through your
presence.

“Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch
David himself is dead and buried: his tomb

is still with us. But since he was a prophet,
and knew that God had sworn him an oath to
make one of his descendants succeed him on
the throne, what he foresaw and spoke about
was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the
one who was not abandoned to Hades, and
whose body did not experience corruption.
God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of
us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the
heights by God’s right hand, he has received
from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was
promised, and what you see and hear is the
outpouring of that Spirit.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM Psalm 15

Response:

Show us, Lord, the path of life.
or

Alleluia!

o Preserve me, God, | take refuge in you.
| say to the Lord: “You are my God.
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and
cup;
it is you yourself who are my prize.” (R.)

€ 1 will bless the Lord who gives me
counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.
| keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, | shall stand
firm. (R.)

e And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my body shall rest in safety.
For you will not leave my soul among the
dead,
nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)

G You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:17-21

A reading from the first letter of St Peter.

If you are acknowledging as your Father one
who has no favourites and judges everyone
according to what he has done, you must

be scrupulously careful as long as you are
living away from your home. Remember, the
ransom that was paid to free you from the
useless way of life your ancestors handed
down was not paid in anything corruptible,
neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious
blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely
Christ; who, though known since before the
world was made, has been revealed only in
our time, the end of the ages, for your sake.
Through him you now have faith in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory
for that very reason — so that you would have
faith and hope in God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLANMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us.

Make our hearts burn within us as you talk
to us.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their
way to a village called Emmaus, seven

miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking
together about all that had happened. Now
as they talked this over, Jesus himself came
up and walked by their side; but something
prevented them from recognising him.

He said to them, “What matters are you
discussing as you walk along?” They stopped
short, their faces downcast.

Then one of them, called Cleopas,
answered him, “You must be the only person
staying in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have been happening there these
last few days.” “What things?” he asked.

“All about Jesus of Nazareth” they answered
“who proved he was a great prophet by the
things he said and did in the sight of God
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and of the whole people; and how our chief
priests and our leaders handed him over to
be sentenced to death, and had him crucified.
Our own hope had been that he would be
the one to set Israel free. And this is not all:
two whole days have gone by since it all
happened; and some women from our group
have astounded us: they went to the tomb

in the early morning, and when they did not
find the body, they came back to tell us they
had seen a vision of angels who declared he
was alive. Some of our friends went to the
tomb and found exactly as the women had
reported, but of him they saw nothing.”

Then he said to them, “You foolish men!
So slow to believe the full message of the
prophets! Was it not ordained that the Christ
would suffer and so enter into his glory?”
Then, starting with Moses and going through
all the prophets, he explained to them the
passages throughout the scriptures that were
about himself.

When they drew near to the village to
which they were going, he made as if to go
on; but they pressed him to stay with them.
“It is nearly evening” they said “and the
day is almost over.” So he went in to stay
with them. Now while he was with them
at the table, he took the bread and said the
blessing; then he broke it and handed it to
them. And their eyes were opened and they
recognised him; but he had vanished from
their sight. Then they said to each other, “Did
not our hearts burn within us as he talked to
us on the road and explained the scriptures
to us?”

They set out that instant and returned to
Jerusalem. There they found the eleven
assembled together with their companions,
who said to them, “Yes, it is true. The Lord
has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then
they told their story of what had happened on
the road and how they had recognised him at
the breaking of bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

CONIMUNION ANTIPHON
The disciples recognised the Lord Jesus
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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Sunday 26th April Third Sunday of Easter
Lk 24: 13-35

Live streaming of Mass at 9:30:
Go to the parish website to watch it

UCM members and families

11am: Ruby Cookman - RIP

Jn 6: 22-29
Intentions of the Strien Family

Monday 27th April: Feria
12 noon:

Tuesday 28th April: St Peter Chanel Jn 6: 30-35
12 noon: Mr Kumyacose- RIP (L Joseph)

Wednesday 29th April St Catherine of Siena

Mt 11: 25-30
12 noon: Patrick O’Sullivan - RIP (Insall Family)
RCIA Meeting on Zoom at 7pm

Thursday 30th April Pope St Pius V Jn 6: 44-51
12 noon: Holy Souls (COVID-19 deceased)

Friday 1st May St Joseph the Worker Mt 13: 54-58
12 noon: Welfare of Doreen Lavery

Saturday 2nd May St Athanasius
12 noon: Welfare of Sr Concepta

Jn 6: 60-69

Sunday 3rd May Fourth Sunday of Easter

On 3rd May, we would have celebrated Good Shepherd Sun-
day, the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood
and Religious Life. As you know it is when the Church encour-
ages us to pray for an increase of priestly and religious voca-
tions. In Southwark, the day also gives the opportunity to con-
tribute to the Priests Training Fund, traditionally known as the
Ecclesiastical Education Fund.

Due to the current circumstances this second collection won’t
go ahead as planned. The Archbishop’s Council will be consid-
ering the next steps for all second collections.

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi CSSp
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

Office closed during the Convid-
19 pandemic. You can still phone
or email

Parish Administrator; Miss Linda Scott

PARISH MATTERS

THE TABLET Catholic Magazine online yearly subscrip-
tions now available at a considerable saving OR down-
load THE TABLET digitally online at https://
www.thetablet.co.uk/subscribe or telephone: 01858
438736 or email help at: thetablet@subscription.co.uk.

THE MAGNIFICAT - the May edition is available to buy
from the Presbytery - please telephone Fr Anthony

KENT SAFE HAVENS are being opened April 2020 by
Mental Health matters in Canterbury, Maidstone, Thanet
& Medway. These are free, no referral, immediate sup-
port places for people aged 16+ who are finding the cur-
rent isolation distressing, frightening or overwhelming.
Skilled, trained staff offer a safe & non-judgemental wel-
come in a non-clinical environment. Available out of hours
between 6pm-11pm every day of the year. Contact: can-
terbury.mhm@nhs.net.

URGENTLY NEEDED..for the Strode Park Foundation
residential care homes for young people - working tab-
lets or larger smartphones (with chargers) so the vulner-
able and often confused teenagers & young people be-
ing cared for are able to see their families through social
media at this time. If you can donate items (after disin-
fecting) please email: Rosie Duffield MP
rosie.duffield.mp@parliament.uk to arrange collection or
are prepared to give funds to buy these articles (quoting
Tablet Appeal):https://www.strodepark.org.uk/event/
donation/. Thank you very much

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet,
Louisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland,
Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, Mary Dittrich, Kathleen
Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds,
Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin,
Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Fr Paul Perry, Anne
Queenan and Bernie Fisher.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Ray Scott, Margaret Stevenson, Daniella Rosher,
Archbishop Emeritus Peter Smith, Maria Bryant, Pamela
Dodds Roberto de Paco, John Todd and Carol Mary
Kirby (sister of Sue Purbrick )

Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are
this month: David Bannon and Eileen Donovan

7th Anniversay of Brendan McCormack RIP - former
Headmaster of St Anselm’s School. Please remember

him in your prayers.
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From Fr Anthony ...

Newsletter thought 26" April 2020

At this time of pandemic, It is very painful for all us to be denied the opportunity to come together as a par-
ish community to celebrate Mass. It was a delight that we have found a way of livestreaming Mass on Sun-
day. Thank you for all the very positive feedback.

This week at Mass we hear the beautiful encounter that Cleopas and his companion had with the stranger
who met them on the road. The two disciples were walking away from Jerusalem. It seems they were going
home. They were turning their backs on the life that they had with Jesus for three years. Those three years
were a time of hope and joy. They saw Jesus perform miracles and healings and heard his life giving words.
They didn't recognise the stranger who was Jesus. He saw the sadness and disappointment in their faces
and asked them what was the matter. It all came tumbling out as they told Jesus about all they had experi-
enced and the hope they had for Jesus. What they could not understand was his rejection and death. With
his death their hope collapsed. Jesus listened to their tale. When they had finished only then did Jesus re-
spond, "Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and enter into his glory?" Jesus
then reminded them of the familiar writing from Moses and the prophets that showed that there was to be
suffering and death. So let’s look at these first movements in the story. Cleopas and companion were walk-
ing away. They were returning to their old way of life. As one commentator says, “the disciples abandoned
the way of Jesus because he did not meet their expectations. Their infidelity is contrasted with the fidelity
of the women went to the tomb and seen Jesus.” They didn’t recognise Jesus and he asked them to tell
their story. Jesus listened. Their telling of their hopes and expectations of Jesus was an important stage of
this journey. It was only after listening to them, Jesus helped them to see these past events in the light of
scripture. Jesus is with us on our journey. Perhaps we don’t always recognise that he is there with us. | often
find it helpful to hear Jesus ask me:” What is troubling you?” “Tell me how things are with you at the mo-
ment?” It is only after my telling him will he show the meaning of things that are happening to me in the
light of his Word.

Luke’s Resurrection story continues. When they reached Emmaus, “Jesus walked ahead as if he was to go
on” They wanted him to stay and invited him to be with them. It was in this act of hospitality that they rec-
ognised Jesus. They recognised him in the breaking of bread.

If you get a chance visit the National Gallery in London, find Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio'’s

painting “ The Supper at Emmaus " .Painted at the height of his fame, this is among his most impressive
domestic religious pictures. He brilliantly captures the dramatic climax of the story, the moment when the
disciples suddenly see what has been in front of them all along. Their actions convey their astonishment,
one is about to leap out of his chair while the other throws out his arms in a gesture of disbelief. The stark
lighting underlines the dramatic intensity of the scene.

It is when we welcome others in hospitality that we come to see Jesus. It is in the breaking of bread, a
phrase used by the early Church to refer to the Eucharist, that we encounter Jesus. Jesus then vanishes
from their sight and they say to one another: “Didn’t our hearts burn within us while he was talking to us on
the road.”

With this encounter, even though it was evening, they immediately returned to Jerusalem. They went to
share their joy with the eleven. They could not keep it to themselves. They were revived and became mis-
sionary disciples.

Mass Collections:
BUILD A BETTER MARRIAGE online course MAY ||Thank you to everyone who has made a special effort to

2nd 10am - 1pm - just for you as a couple no group continue sending your contributions into the Parish. Peo-
sharing. Take this time together in lockdown to grow ple are also setting up Standing Orders for easier transfer
your relationship. Further information contact Carol: and this form can be found on our Parish website.

Tel: 07983524727 or email: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk Fr Sylvester and myself thank you for your thoughtful
Easter offerings. Thank you for all your support.
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