


 

 

 
Sunday 19th April  
Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy) 
   Jn 20: 19-31 

  
 

11am:  Gordon Ventress - RIP (Pauline Ventress) 
 
 
Monday 20th April  Feria  Jn 3: 1-8 
12 noon: Benjamin, Mathilde & Camille Pillet 
 
 
Tuesday 21st April St Anselm Jn 3: 7-15 
12 noon: Rob McGillie - RIP 

 
 
Wednesday 22nd April Feria  Jn 3: 16-21 
12 noon:  Stan and Mary Crow - RIP 
 
 
Thursday 23rd April St George   
  Jn 15: 18-21 or Jn 15: 1-8 
12 noon: Holy Souls (COVID-19 deceased) 
 
 
Friday 24th April  St Justus & St Mellitus  
  Jn 6: 1-15 
12 noon: Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney - RIP 
 
 
Saturday 18th April St Mark Mk 16: 15-20 
12 noon: Andrew Peter Kanny( Christine Kanny) 
 
 
Sunday 19th April Third Sunday of Easter 
   Lk 24: 13-35 
11am:  Ruby Cookman - RIP 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
Baptism Preparation: Suspended until further notice  

 

This Sunday is the eighth day of the Octave of Easter.  

We have been told by the Government  during this last week that there will be three more weeks of lock-
down. Many of us remain anxious about friends and loved ones that we cannot see or visit.  We continue to 
pray for our doctors, nurses and care home staff and all those that support them. We pray that our leaders 
and experts in this country may continue to guide us in wisdom and justice. We pray for the souls of those 
who have died from the virus and commend them to the mercy and love of God. 

Today I want to thank all the people of St Thomas’ parish for their love, care and support that they have 
shown each other. Co-ordinated by the St Vincent de Paul Society, many parishioners have been able to 
help those in the community who cannot get out and need shopping and medicine. We are also working 
with Churches together in Canterbury by offering to make phone calls to anyone feeling cut-off and lonely. 

You will be pleased to know that despite lockdown Fr Sylvester, Canon John and myself are still speaking to 
one another and have greatly appreciated your Easter messages and gifts. Thank you. We are able to cele-
brate Mass together everyday. I have recovered from what I think was flu and am getting my strength back.  

In reflecting on the Gospel today, we see that a key character in the gospel  is Thomas. Fr Binoy, who used  
to be here in our parish, resented St Thomas being referred to as Doubting Thomas. He thought we should 
remember St Thomas as the one who gives us the wonderful expression of faith “My Lord and my God”. It is 
not Jesus who Thomas doubted but his fellow disciples. The scripture scholar, Raymond Brown, wrote: 
“Thomas has been remembered in Christian imagery as the doubter par excellence; yet the last words of Je-
sus to him in response to his confession of faith are an enviable encomium, “you have believed.”   When Je-
sus returned to the locked room where the apostles were, eight days after his first visit, and Thomas was 
there,  Jesus offered him his wounded hands and side so that Thomas could touch them. Thomas didn’t do 
so but instead made his personal statement of belief in Jesus, acknowledging him as his Lord and God. Like 
all the others who encountered the risen Jesus he immediately expressed his Easter faith.  

If you were to write a personal confession of faith what would it be? How would you express what God 
means to you personally, who Jesus Christ is for you and how you understand the Resurrection?  By adding 
“my” before the names we use and the images we think of when we think of Jesus and God,  the distance 
between you and God collapses. 

Loving Lord, there are times when I doubt and find it hard to believe. You have always said “ask and it shall 
be given to you, seek and you shall find, knock and the door will be opened to you”. Today I ask that you 
deepen my faith in you that I may know and experience your loving presence as you offer me your wounds 
to touch. Help me to say “My Lord and my God”. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020:  
Suspended until further notice 
CONFIRMATION 2020:  
Suspended until further notice 
RCIA 2020:   We are meeting together online  

every Wednesday at 7pm using Zoom 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
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St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

Office closed during the Convid-
19 pandemic. You can still phone 

or email 

Mass Collections:  
Thank you to everyone who has made a special effort to 
continue sending your contributions into the Parish. Peo-
ple are also setting up Standing Orders for easier transfer 
and this form can be found on our Parish website.  
Fr Sylvester and myself thank you for your thoughtful 
Easter offerings. Thank you for all your support. 

While our church is closed and services suspended we 
are keeping our Parish Matters to the minimum. To contin-
ue to mark the significance of Sunday as The Lord’s Day, 

I would encourage all those who are able, to read the 
Scripture readings of the Sunday Mass and to pray the 

Rosary. We can also make a Spiritual Communion which 
prayerfully expresses our faith on Christ’s presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Prayers for making a Spiritual Com-
munion can be found in prayer books or on the internet.  

God Bless you all. 
 Fr Anthony 

St Vincent de Paul Society: Over Easter you have been very 
generous and this week we issued a cheque for them for £360. 
Continue to pray for them and the work they are doing at this 
time. 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa 
Ward, Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, 
Hannelore Hall, Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, 
Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan 
Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Fr Paul 
Perry, Anne Queenan and Bernie Fisher.  
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:   
Anne Rotter, Ben Mutch, John Leonard Perl, Des Fisher, Tony 
Weber, Phyllis Stirton, Collette Renault, Michael Dunne, Ray 
Scott, Margaret Stevenson, Daniella Rosher, Archbishop 
Emeritus Peter Smith, Maria Bryant, Pamala Dodds  Roberto de 
Paco, and Carol Mary Kirby (sister of Sue Purbrick ) 
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this 
month:  David Bannon and Eileen Donovan 

Today: Second Sunday of Easter: Sunday of Divine Mercy 

The Divine Mercy is not a new solemnity or feast, nor does it celebrate a new or separate mystery of 
redemption, but rather it leads into the continued celebration of God’s mercy during Easter time. As the 
Octave day of Easter, the Lectionary Readings and prayer texts highlight the mystery of divine compas-
sion that underlies the Church’s Easter faith. This is the eight day of the fifty days of Easter. Every one of 
those days celebrates the divine mercy that reaches out to save the world, and of which we become 
ministers by faith through the sacraments of initiation. How will you renew your baptismal promises this 
Easter to be people of mercy? 

Through Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) a Polish nun, Jesus communicates to the world the 
great message of God’s message of God’s mercy. Her revelations are recorded in her diary titled “Divine  
Mercy in My Soul.  

To celebrate Easter is to believe once more that God 

constantly breaks into our personal  histories, challeng-

ing our “conventions”, those fixed ways of thinking and 

acting that end up paralyzing us. To celebrate Easter is 

to allow Jesus to triumph over the craven fear that so 

often assails us and tries to bury every kind of hope.   

 Pope Francis, Easter Homily (2018) 

Live streaming of Mass at 9:30: 
Go to the parish website to watch  it 


