: 12 April 2020 Year A ¢+ Psalter Week 1 | Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON PSALM Psalm 117 the one Jesus loved. “They have taken the

| have risen, and | am with you still, alleluia. Lord out of the tomb” she said “and we don't
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12 APRIL 2020 RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

unday«lS’f»Message

You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Response: know where they have put him.”
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, This day was made by the Lord; So Peter set out with the other disciple to
alleluia, alleluia. we rejoice and are glad. go to the tomb. They ran together, but the
or other disciple, running faster than Peter,
GLORIA Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! reached the tomb first; he bent down and
THE WORD Year A + Psalter Week 1 Glory to God in the highest, saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but
and on earth peace to people of good will. 0 grzi;hm:s;:st?‘z l;?:: for he is good, did not go in. Simon Peter who was following
We praise you, Let the sons of Israel say: now came up, went rightinto the tomb, saw
we bless you, “His love has no end.” (R.) the linen cloths on the ground, and also the
we adore you, cloth that had been over his head; this was
e glorify you e The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a
w Y you,
REFLECT we give you thanks for your great glory, his right hand raised me up. place by itself. Then the other disciple who
T TR e Lord God, heavenly King, | shall not die, | shall live had reached the tomb first also went in; he
o O God, almighty Father. and recount his deeds. (R.) saw and he believed. Till this moment they
addresses the following words :
. ke had failed to understand the teaching of
to the sceptical disciple, Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, € The stone which the builders rejected
% scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
Thomas: “You believe because you Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, has become the corner stone. The Gospel of the Lord
can see me. Happy are those who you take away the sins of the world, This is the work of the Lord, o eis spel o : ed ord. ot
have not seen and yet believe."” h“"b"""w 03‘“8; fth id a marvel in our eyes. (R.) aise to you, Lord Jesus .
The resurrection of Jesusisa you take away the sins of the world,
N ) . RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL
matter of faith: the empty tomb is a receive tad ot s oAt hand of o Fath SECOND READING Colossians 314 B Ll L T
consequence of his being risen, not you are seated at 9 o @ Father, :
prbhd have mercy on us. A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), through
a proof - Mary Magdalene will later Colossi the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with
challenge the risen Jesus himself For you alone are the Holy One, olosslans. Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with
about removing the body. you alone are the Lord, Since you have been brought back to true life  * him in newness of life. And so, now that our
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with Christ, you must look for the things that Lenten observance is concluded, let us renew
The resurrection of Jesus is different with the Holy Spirit, are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God's : the promises of Holy Baptism, by which we once
from the raising of Lazarus: it is more in the glory of God the Father. right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly : renounced Satan and his works and promised to
than his being restored to life, and the Amen. things, not on the things that are on the earth, : serve God in the holy Catholic Church.
appearance stories will emphasise because you have died, and now the life you Do you renounce Satan?
that Jesus now lives a glorified life; COLLECT have is hidden with Christ in God. But when ldo.
the ampty tomb tells us that it is the O God, who on this day, Christ is revealed - and he is your life - you And all his works?
same person who was crucified who through your Only Begotten Son, will be revealed in all your glory with him. ido.
. . have conquered death Th dofthe Lord And all his empty show?
SIS and unlocked for us the path to eternity, e word ofthe Lord. I do.
. grant, we pray, that we who keep Thanks be to God. Do you believe in God,
The. Ea.aster e the core of our the solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection the Father almighty,
LN Christian faith. When we read the may, through the renewal brought by your ALTERNATIVE SECOND READING Creator of heaven and earth?
Rl Gospel according to John, we find Spirit, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 1do.
] ‘ ;a'- little, if any, ethical teaching: there is rise up in the light of life. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
‘o A% o no Sermon on the Mount, and the one Throuah our Lord J Chri So SEQUENCE our Lord,
: rough our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, ¢ -
' beatitude he gives is precisely that of who lives and reigns with you in the unity of Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer wut;'o was bor:o the Virgin ‘Maly.
A believing without seeing. The essence the Holy S pirit, sacrifice and praise. . fo s:;ﬂd ;:‘B::L n??:e V;z:gu"ed.
Mary Magdalene: detail from Deposition of the cross scene over St John of the Cross side altar of the Christian life is believing in one God, for ever and ever. The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; aga . >
: : o and Christ, the undefiled and is seated at the right hand of the Father?
by P. Verkade (1927) in Carmelite Church in Dobling, Austria Jesus and having a living, personal Amen. d ’ Ido
relationship with him. hath sinners to his Father reconciled. - o .
) ) ) : _ Death with life contended; combat strangely ch.;?l: bg:;:‘;"né:e H:Iy Spirit,
Mary Magdalene is the constant figure in all four accounts of the EREEENCER TS KOS Act10313743 Reggglitlh] oly L&t holls Churety,

At Easter, we are invited to renew our
baptismal promises and to profess
our faith anew. Hopefully this is the
culmination of the joyful season of

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting?

Life's own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.

Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon
the way.

The tomb the Living did enclose;

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:
“You must have heard about the recent

events of Easter morning.

In John's version, she finds the tomb empty and assumes that someone has moved Jesus’

: Pt e Lent, in which we have looked at happenings in Judaea: about Jesus of ; I do.
body. Simon Peter and the disciple Jesus loved run to the sepulchre when she reports this: S PP 9 | saw Christ’s glory as he rose! :
And Imighty God, the Father of Lord
Peter seems equally bewildered, but his companion, thanks to his close relationship to R A Naarath and how he bagan In Galllas, after The angels there attesting; J magha‘m»g v o ramerotourrer
Jesus. sees and believes live as best we can as disciples of John had been preaching baptism. God had shroud with grave-clothes resting W::l:\: rist, birth by water and the
3 . : S given new bi water a
Jesus. May we be truly blessed as anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before Holy Spgit

The empty tomb proves nothing: all itcan say is “He is not here”; it cannot provide an those who have notseen and yet power, and because God was with him, Jesus you into Galilee.

and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins,

explanation. The statement that “He is risen” is revealed from God, either by an angelic believe. W }/‘veg;altl)ouit doin&good a"‘: churigg ?:' K‘vho | That Christ is truly risen from the dead we keep us by his grace,

messenger or by the risen Jesus himself. Peter is given priority in honour as the leader a:d tfw:: wn:::‘tm epmer::ntes: to:v‘er o;vi ! know. in Christ Jesus our Lord,

of the disciples by the other one, who waits to allow him to enter the tomb first: but he did throughout the countryskds ofJ:tdaer;g Victorious king, thy mercy show! for eternal life.

the “Beloved Disciple”, the source of the Johannine tradition which is preserved and and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact Amen.

expressed in the Fourth Gospel, has a certain priority in belief. The links with the raising that they killed him by i\anging him on a tree GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

of Lazarus are clear, as are the differences: whereas Lazarus came out still wrapped in his LEARN ' : Alleluia, alleluia! COMMUNION ANTIPHON

burial shroud, the cloths which bound Jesus are lying on the ground, with the cloth over

yet three days afterwards God raised him to

Christ, our passover, has been sacrificed;

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed,

h Mary Magdalene is the constant figure in the life and allowed him to be seen, not by the let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord. alleluia;
his face neatly rolled up. tradition of the women'’s visit to the tomb of whole people but only by certain witnesses Alleluia! therefore let us keep the feast with the
Jesus on Easter morning. God had chosen beforehand. Now we are unleavened bread

The Beloved Disciple believes without seeing the risen Jesus. He may well be representing
generations yet to come (including ourselves), who will have to believe without visual
evidence. But we have the scriptures: it is the scriptures which reveal to us God'’s plan, that
Jesus mustrise from the dead. ™

those witnesses - we have eaten and drunk
with him after his resurrection from the

dead - and he has ordered us to proclaim
this to his people and to tell them that God
has appointed him to judge everyone, alive
or dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear
this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will
have their sins forgiven through his name.”

of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL John 20:1-9

{Alternative Gospels: Mt 28:1-10, or in the
evening: Lk 24:13-35)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

It was very early on the first day of the week

St Augustine called her the “apostle
of the apostles”, as she experiences
the risen Jesus and goes to tell

the male disciples that he is risen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Look upon your Church, O God,

with unfailing love and favour,

so that, renewed by the paschal mysteries,
she may come to the glory of the

SAY

In the scene of the race to the tomb, Simon

Peter is given priority in honour as the leader and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came Fesuckaction
3 3 i i . gV i The word of the Lord. v Th h Christ Lord.
The Lord is risen M?::;m:t:?rl;:;tti:ren?::swv:\::‘i:‘?rz:;:t:; of the disciples; the disciple Jesus loved has Thanks be to God. to the tomb. She saw that the stone had Nr'::g rist ourtor

indeed! Alleluia!

been moved away from the tomb and came
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple,

you priority in faith.

Concardat cum arnginalc + Eaman Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthany Cassidy CSsR. The English ranslation of the entrance

and communion antiphans, the opening prayers, prayers aver the gifts, glaria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, © /!
2010 imernasonal Commission of English in the Lturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Dartan, Longman & Todd " -)
Lid, and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsornial psalms are copynight The Graidl and/or Geoffrey Chapman Lid. Published in Ireland by Redempiarist \
Communicasons {www.redcoms.arg); Published in the UK by Redemplorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi CSSp  Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
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University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

Office closed during the Covid-19
Pandemic. You can still phone or

From Fr Anthony ...

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night Mt 28: 1-10
8.00 pm: Ray Scott - RIP & Archbishop Peter Smith - RIP

Sunday 12th April

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Jn 20: 1-9 or Mt 28: 1-10

11am:Tony Hickey on his birthday (Cherry Stone)

Monday 13th April

Monday in the Octave of Easter Mt 28: 8-15
12 noon: David Heap - RIP

Tuesday 14th April

Tuesday in the Octave of Easter Jn 20: 11-18

12 noon: Everson Family’s intentions

Wednesday 15th April
Wednesday in the Octave of Easter Lk 24: 13-35
12 noon: Sussama Jacob - RIP (Jacob Family)

Thursday 16th April

Thursday in the Octave of Easter Lk 24: 35-48

12 noon: His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI on his
birthday (Cherry Stone)

Friday 17th April
Friday in the Octave of Easter Jn 21: 1-14
12 noon: James Scott - RIP (Kathleen Kerr)

Saturday 18th April
Saturday in the Octave of Easter
12 noon: David Heap - RIP

Mt 28: 1-10

Sunday 19th April
Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)

Jn 20: 19-31
11am: Gordon Ventress - RIP (Pauline Ventress)

There is a second collection today for the mainte-

nance of the Cathedral (St George’s)
To celebrate Easter is to believe once more that God con-
stantly breaks into our personal histories, challenging our
“conventions”, those fixed ways of thinking and acting that
end up paralyzing us. To celebrate Easter is to allow Jesus to
triumph over the craven fear that so often assails us and
tries to bury every kind of hope.

Pope Francis, Easter Homily (2018)

PARISH MATTERS

While our church is closed and services suspended we
are keeping our Parish Matters to the minimum. To contin-
ue to mark the significance of Sunday as The Lord’s Day,

| would encourage all those who are able, to read the

Scripture readings of the Sunday Mass and to pray the
Rosary. We can also make a Spiritual Communion which
prayerfully expresses our faith in Christ’s presence in the
Blessed Sacrament. Prayers for making a Spiritual Com-

munion can be found in prayer books or on the internet.

God Bless you all.
Fr Anthony
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Baptism Preparation: Suspended until further notice

oy FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020: Suspended until fur-
Y ther notice W
00 ¢
if i1

CONFIRMATION 2020: Suspended until further }m!{
notice M
RCIA 2020: Suspended until further notice 7lr

Mass Collections:

Thank you to everyone who has made a special effort to
continue sending your contributions into the Parish. Peo-
ple are also setting up Standing Orders for easier transfer
and this form can be found on our Parish website. Under
“Giving”. There are two forms. One is to give to your bank.
Thank you for all your support.

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore
Hall, Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Jenni
Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan Sutton,
Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Fr Paul Perry,
Anne Queenan and Bernie Fisher.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Wim Van Vuuren, Fr Tom Creagh-Fuller, Francis Sullivan, Brian
Molloy, Margaret Bromley, Claire Ogilvie, Bernard Sullivan, Anne
Rotter, Ben Mutch, John Leonard Perl, Des Fisher, Tony Weber,
Phyllis Stirton, Collette Renault, Michael Dunne, Ray Scott,
Margaret Stevenson, Daniella Rosher, Archbishop Emeritus
Peter Smith, Maria Bryant, Pamala Dodds and Roberto de Paco.

Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this
month: David Bannon and Eileen Donovan

Well this has been a Holy Week like no other. This Easter day we are celebrating the gift of New Life. The tra-
ditional greeting of Easter is “Christ is risen!” and our response is “He is risen, indeed!” Christus resurrexit!
Resurrexit vere! Today begins a six week season when we proclaim the joy of the resurrection; when we re-
member how Jesus conquered death and gave us new life. Yet this year we are unable to come together in
this season of Easter to share the joy of this season in the usual way. We are unable to sing “Alleluia” to-
gether. We are all in isolation. Last night we should have had an Easter Vigil when those who have been pre-
paring through the Rite of Christian Initiation would have baptised, received into full communion with the
Church, confirmed and make their First Communion. Please pray for them as they wait to celebrate these
sacraments later. This day, we who have been baptised, would have renewed our own baptismal promises.
It is as though we are still in the tomb. Naturally we are full of fear and anxiety about our families and our
future. We are praying for those who are sick and remembering those who have died from COVID-19. At the
same time we are giving thanks for all those in our community who are selflessly caring for others in hospital
and care homes, and those who have offered help for the elderly and vulnerable.

The darkness, disappointment and anxiety of this time should not dampen our enthusiasm for proclaiming
our faith in the Resurrection of Jesus. Because of the resurrection of Jesus we can proclaim “with death life
has changed not ended.” This Easter day Christ is calling us from the tomb and the gloom. “Come out”, Je-
sus shouts. “l want to unbind you and set you free. | am the resurrection and the life.” Whatever tomb you
are in come out of it this Easter day. The light and power of the risen Christ is calling you to new life. As the
angel said to the women who had come to the tomb, “There is no need for you to be afraid. | know you are
looking for Jesus. He is not here, for he has risen.”

Finally Fr Sylvester and | would like to thank you all for your thoughtful messages of concern and your Easter
Offering. Along with Canon John we wish you every blessing and joy for Easter.

Here is the blessing that you would have received if you had been at Mass. | send this blessing to you now.
May almighty God bless you through today’s Easter Solemnity and, in his compassion, defend you from every
assault of sin. R/ Amen.

And may he, who restores you to eternal life in the Resurrection of his Only Begotten, endow you with the
prize of immortality. R/ Amen.

Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, may you who celebrate the gladness of the
Paschal feast come with Christ’s help, and exulting in spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy.
R/ Amen.

1 T would like to thank Paul Spratley and his sister Catherine for all they have done to make
Eour' Website accessible and user friendly. I appreciate that not everyone has the where
'with all to look at things on the internet. How do we make sure that those who don't have
'use of the internet are able to read the newsletter?

iWe have been experimenting this week to see if we can attempt live streaming of Mass.
1 Our plan is that next Sunday, (Second Sunday of Easter (or of Divine Mercy) you will be
Eable to be part of a live stream Mass at 9:30am through our website.

‘Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Easter: Sunday of Divine Mercy

|
. The Divine Mercy is not a new solemnity or feast, nor does it celebrate a new or separate mys- E
Etery of redemption, but rather it leads into the continued celebration of God’s mercy during East- !
rer time. As the Octave day of Easter, the Lectionary Readings and prayer texts highlight the :
'mystery of divine compasson that unlies the Church’s Easter faith. This is the eight day of the :
 fifty days of Easter. Every one of those ays celebrates the divine mercy that reaches out to save E
1 the world, and of which we become ministers by faith through the sacraments of initiation. How !
Ewill you renew your baptismal promises this Easter to be people of mercy? '



