


 

 

Saturday 28th March—Jn 7:18-20 
Feria 
12Noon: Rita and Wally RIP 
 
5th Sunday in Lent 
Sunday 29th March-Jn 11:1-45 
11am Catherine Packer RIP 
 
Monday 30th March-Jn8:1-11 
Feria 
12 Noon Stanley Metcalfe RIP 
 
Tuesday31st March-Jn8: 21-30 
Feria 
12 Noon Collette Renault RIP 
 
Wednesday 1st April-n8: 31-42 
Feria 
12 Noon Brian Seales RIP 
 
Thursday 2nd April -Jn8: 51-59 
St Francis of Paola 
12 noon: Ray Scott RIP 
 
Friday 3rd April -Jn10: 31-42 
Feria 
12 Noon: Colin Stone 
 
Saturday 4th April-Jn11: 45-56 
St Isidore 
12 noon Patrick Browning  
 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord 
Sunday5th April– Mt 26:14-27:66 
11am Intention of Colin Stone 

PARISH MATTERS 

 

Baptism Preparation: Suspended until further notice  

 

 

Mass Collections 
Thank you to everyone who has made a special effort to continue send-
ing your contributions into the Parish. People are also setting up Stand-
ing Orders for easier transfer and this form can be found on our Parish 
website. Thank you for all your support. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020: Suspended until fur-
ther notice 
CONFIRMATION 2020: Suspended until further 
notice 

RCIA 2020:    Suspended until further notice 

 A Remembrance gathering for Pamela Dodds will take place on Tuesday 31st March at 2.30pm via the video conferencing plat-
form Zoom. https://zoom.us/j/330914616 

Each year Pam Dodds used to organise a visit to the cemetery to pray for her little brother  Melvin's grave. She also prayed for her 
parents and was conscious that they were not forgotten.  She died quite suddenly last Sunday and l’Arche are having a memorial 
for us. I don’t know when we can really honour her and give thanks for all she was for us.  
Fr David Stanley wrote: I remember Pam well, and fondly. First, when she was a member of L'Arche Kent in the '80s.When I moved 
to the Isle of Sheppey as Parish priest in 1991, there was Pam, amazingly sitting on the doorstep of the Presbytery, waiting to greet 
me. She must have heard somehow that I was moving, and taken herself on that awkward journey from Canterbury, the first person 
I met! She was so proud of herself, the achievement of it. She did not stay long, but set off back, triumphantly. Mission accom-
plished. She was resolute, stubborn, resistant, dependent. She struggled, with herself and with others. 

But what a real and faithful member of our Parish Community. We thank God for having known her and 
pray for the repose of her soul. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton  email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Sylvester Adeniyi  CSSp      Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door) 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

Please note the office is closed 
until further notice due to the 

Coronavirus lockdown.  

While our church is closed and services suspended 
we are keeping our Parish Matters to the minimum. 
To continue to mark the significance of Sunday as 

The Lord’s Day, I would encourage all those who are 
able, to read the Scripture readings of the Sunday  
Mass and to pray the Rosary. We can also make a 
Spiritual Communion which prayerfully expresses 

our faith  on Christ’s presence in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Prayers for making a Spiritual Communion 
can be found in prayer books or on the internet. 

God Bless you all. Fr Anthony  

PARISH SHOP:  The shop for the foreseeable future due to the 
COVID-19 virus recommendations of the government. 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward, 
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, 
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, 
Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan Sutton, Audrey 
Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Fr Paul Perry, Anne 
Queenan and Bernie Fisher.  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:   
Wim Van Vuuren,  Fr Tom Creagh-Fuller, Francis Sullivan, Brian 
Molloy, Margaret Bromley, Claire Ogilvie, Bernard Sullivan, Anne 
Rotter, Ben Mutch, John Leonard Perl, Des Fisher, Tony Weber, 
Phyllis Stirton, Collette Renault, Michael Dunne, Ray Scott, 
Margaret Stevenson, Daniella Rosher, Archbishop Emeritus Peter 
Smith, Maria Bryant, Pamela Dodds and Roberto de Paco. 
 
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this month:  
Marisa Arevalo, Deidre Lovell, John Todd, Theresa Wicker and 
Christine Mahy 

.Please remember in your prayers Roberto de Paco, who was cremated on 25th March 2020. 
God rest his soul. 

 I miss you all. It was so strange celebrating Mass without you last Sunday. This is to continue 
into the foreseeable future. We talk about the Eucharist being the source and summit of the 
Christian life and then we are forced to go without the Eucharist. I know many of you have 
been able to watch live streaming Mass from various parishes both home and abroad. We had 
hoped to set something up here but we have missed the boat. Nevertheless, I want to thank 
Paul and Catherine Spratley for all the work they have put into our website so that it can be a 
means of communicating between us. 
Despite the lock down we do have a liturgical rhythm that helps us focus. This Sunday, the 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, as you entered the Church, you would have seen that all the  crosses 
and statues would have been covered in the Church. We veil our statues and images to 
heighten our senses and build within us a longing for Easter. The veils are not meant to be 
there forever. The images need to be unveiled; it is unnatural for them to be covered. The un-
veiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own life on earth. We live in a “veiled” 
world, in exile from our true home. It is only through our own death that the veil is lifted and we 
are finally able to see the beauty of everything in our lives. 
This Sunday we have the third key passage from St John where Jesus calls his friend Lazarus 
back to life. Jesus is the one who calls us out of our tomb of fear and anxiety. He unbinds us 
and sets us free to experience a life of freedom. We hear Jesus say to Lazarus’ sister Martha 
words that give us comfort and hope: “ I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in 
me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die”. 
Martha believed Jesus’ words. A short time later, all were able to see the truth of Jesus’ words 
when, at His command, Lazarus (who had already been in the tomb for four days) came forth 
alive. The truth of Jesus’ proclamation that He is the resurrection and the life would become 
even more apparent on Easter Sunday morning with His own resurrection, the final victory 
over evil and death. The raising of Lazarus was a sign of Christ’s power over death. He is “the 
life” who pulls down that wall that can seem so impenetrable to us: the wall of death. It shows 
us Christ’s lordship over death. Christ gives us a trustworthy hope of life beyond death. As 
soon as a person believes in Jesus, eternal life begins. That is why Jesus can refer to a per-
son physically dying, but yet still living. Eternal life does not start after death, but immediately 
upon believing in Jesus. The person who has eternal life will never experience a permanent 
death. 
As we approach Holy Week, let us pray that our own faith may be strengthened, so that we, 
like Martha, can place all our hope in Him who is the resurrection and the life! 
May the intercession of our Blessed Mother strengthen our faith and hope in her Son,  
especially in the moments of trial and difficulty we are experiencing through out the whole 
world today. 

Fr Anthony 
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