
TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS  
 
DUE TO COVID –19 PRECAUTIONS, ALL MASSES HAVE BEEN 
SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY FROM SATURDAY, 21 MARCH. 
 
Masses will be celebrated by our priests but without a con-
gregation.  Please see our website for more information. 
 
All  gatherings—prayer groups, classes, talks and meetings 
have been suspended until further notice. 
 
To assist with our private prayer during this time, a leaflet 
entitled “When Mass cannot be celebrated publicly” has 
been produced by the Liturgy Office. It is available on: 
www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/resources and some copies are in 
the back of the Church 
 
 
Sunday 22nd March 4th Sunday in Lent Jn 9: 1-41 
LAETARE SUNDAY (Mothering Sunday) 
11.00 am  Kazimierz Krynicki RIP 
 
Monday 23rd March Feria Jn 4:43-54 
12 noon Francis & Michael-Joe Keavney—RIP 
 
Tuesday 24th March St Oscar Romero  Jn 5: 1-16   
12 noon Funeral of Daniella Rosher 
 
Wednesday 25th March Annunciation of the Lord Lk1:26-
38 
12 noon John Delaney—RIP 
 
Thursday 26th March Feria Jn 5:31-47  
12 noon Kazimierz Krynicki RIP 
 
Friday 27th March Feria  Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
12 noon Adelina Paderanga—RIP 
 
Saturday 28tht March Feria Jn 7: 40-52 
10.00 - 11.00 Reconciliation  
12 noon Rita & Wally Thundow—RIP  
 
Sunday 29th March 5th Sunday in Lent Jn 11: 1-45 
11.00am Catherine (Kath) Packer—RIP 
 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
Baptism Preparation: Suspended until further notice  

 
From this Sunday until further notice we will be unable to 
come together on the Lord’s Day and be united by our cele-
bration of Mass and receiving Jesus in Communion. Our 
Archbishop, John Wilson, has written a Pastoral letter in 
which he says that “In all that we will face, individually and 
together, we find our hope in Christ. He is our sure founda-
tion, today, tomorrow and always.” (Copies of the Archbish-
op’s Pastoral Letter are on the website and at the back of 
the Church.) 
 
From Saturday 21

st
 March Mass will continue to be celebrat-

ed at St Thomas of Canterbury every day but unfortunately 
this has to be without the faithful present. The continuing 
celebration of Mass ensures that you can join in a spiritual 
communion with the Fr Sylvester and myself. To continue to 
mark the significance of Sunday as the Lord’s Day I encour-
age you to read the Scripture readings of the Sunday and to pray the rosary. I have left leaflets at 
the back of the Church for you to take home giving suggestions for prayer at home including a Pray-
er for Spiritual communion. There are opportunities to watch live streaming of the celebration of 
Mass on the internet. Information on live streaming is available on our diocesan website and other 
websites and one source for Mass online is www.churchservices.tv. 
 
Our church will remain open for prayer every day from 7am till 7pm. Whenever possible the Blessed 
Sacrament will be exposed for Adoration. 
  
If you wish to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation the guidance is as follows; “Confession may 
be offered on request as long as hygiene and social distancing requirements are observed. (e.g. a 
physical barrier between the penitent and the priest such as a grill and cloth)” Fr Sylvester and I will 
be hearing confession in this way.  It is not permitted for people to queue for confession in close 
proximity. 
 
We have had to suspend our children’s First Communion preparation, and First Communion Day, 
17

th
 May, is in doubt. The advice is that it “should be postponed until a time that allows for families 

and friends can gather safely with our churches.”  We are also suspending Confirmation prepara-
tion. Regarding the actual Confirmation Day on 31

st
 May the advice is that “it should be deferred un-

til such time that the public health advice is that congregations can resume public worship.”  
 
There will be some people in our parish community who will find themselves isolated without family 
support during the time. A number of parishioners have volunteered to do shopping or collect medi-
cine for those who are unable to leave home for one reason or another.  Do not hesitate to ring the 
priests house 01227 462896 and someone will contact you to help. 
 
We rely on the generosity of parishioners for the upkeep of St Thomas.  For those who have gift aid 
envelopes please put them through the presbytery door (no 59 Burgate). For those who have not 
done so already you could consider taking out a standing order. Forms will be in the entrance of the 
church. Linda, our parish administrator, will be working from home so normally the office will be 
closed.   
 
With great trust let us put ourselves in the hands of the loving Father and our loving Mother, Mary. 
As the Master of the Dominican Order, Father Timoner said recently “We keep our distance not be-
cause we see our brothers and sister as a potential virus-carrier or we are afraid of getting sick; but 
because we want to break the chain of viral transmission.”  Remember, the community that prays 
together stays together and while our praying may be in our own homes for a while, I know that spir-
itually our strength as a Parish community will keep us as One Body in Christ. May the Lord fill you 
with his peace and healing at this time.   

SECOND AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

This weekend - 21/22 March: no second collection 
Next Weekend: 28/29 March: SVP - please drop contributions in 
an envelope marked SVP 28/29 March  through the Presbytery 
post box (59 Burgate). 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020: Suspended until fur-
ther notice 
CONFIRMATION 2020: Suspended until further 
notice 

RCIA 2020:    Suspended until further notice 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton  email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Sylvester Adeniyi  CSSp      Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door) 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

Office open: Monday - Friday 
10am - 3pm  for all parish business 
(Closed for lunch: 1 - 1.30pm) 

Thank you! Mass Collections at weekend 14/15 March 2020: 

 Offertory: £634.27 loose & £413.50 gift aided: Total £1047.77 
2nd Collection - there was no second collection this weekend 

Mothering Sunday 
 

We wish  
all mothers  

a  
Blessed  

Mothering Sunday. 

PARISH SHOP:  The shop for the foreseeable future due to the 
COVID-19 virus recommendations of the government. 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward, 
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, 
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, 
Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan Sutton, Audrey 
Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Fr Paul Perry, Anne 
Queenan and Bernie Fisher.  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:   
Wim Van Vuuren,  Fr Tom Creagh-Fuller, Francis Sullivan, Brian 
Molloy, Margaret Bromley, Claire Ogilvie, Bernard Sullivan, Anne 
Rotter, Ben Mutch, John Leonard Perl, Des Fisher, Tony Weber, 
Phyllis Stirton, Collette Renault, Michael Dunne, Ray Scott, 
Margaret Stevenson, Daniella Rosher, Archbishop Emeritus Peter 
Smith and Maria Bryant 
 
Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this month:  
Marisa Arevalo, Deidre Lovell, John Todd, Theresa Wicker and 
Christine Mahy 

http://www.churchservices.tv

