NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

Office open: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm for all parish business
(Closed for lunch between 12.30 - 1.00pm)

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com

Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

i St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest; Canon Anthony Charlton. email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi Parish Deacon: Rev. David Avery email. davidavery@rcaos.org.uk

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS

6pm (Vigil)  Alexander Grogan - RIP (Grogan Family)

Sunday 22" Dec Fourth Sunday of Advent Mt 1:18-24

8 am People of the Parish

9:30 am Tsige Buta - RIP (Sherington Family)

11am Catherine (Kath) Packer - RIP (Bernard & Family)
6 pm Maureen Pepper - RIP (D Pepper)

Monday 23" December Feria Mt 21:23-27

7.30am Ivyanne Kilcoyne - RIP (James Kilcoyne)
12 noon Sheila Lloyd - RIP (1 yr) (Scott Family)
4-6pm Syro Malabar Community Confessions
7-9pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS
Tuesday 24" December Christmas Eve Mt 1: 1-17

7.30am NO EARLY MASS

12 noon Senthol Kumar’s mother - RIP (Pauline Ryan)

6.00 pm Vigil Mass of Christmas: Philip Ryan -RIP (Pauline)
Children are invited to come dressed as Shepherds,
Kings or Angels

7.30 pm NO RCIA this week

11.30 pm Carols and Readings followed by Mass at Midnight

- for the People of the Parish
Wednesday 25" December The Nativity of the Lord Mt 1: 18-25
NO EARLY MORNING MASS
9.30am Elsa Porta - RIP (Graziella)
11am David Heap- RIP
NO ADORATION TODAY
Thursday 26" December St Stephen, Martyr Lk 1: 5-25
NO EARLY MORNING MASS
10 AM Mass for Altar Servers (Linda)
& wellbeing of Sister Margaret McGrath (Pauline)
Scripture Group in recess until 9th January 2020
Prayer & Pub in recess until 16th January 2020
Friday 27" December St John the Apostle Lk 1: 26-28

7.30 am Morning Prayer

12 noon A. Charles Ryan- RIP (Mrs Krynicki & Carolina)
Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

7.30 pm Welfare of Canon Anthony (Josie Carr)

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 28" December The Holy Innocents Lk 1: 39-45
10.30- 11.30 Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)

12 noon Anne Davis- RIP (Mary de Wolf)
4.30-5.30  Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester)
6pm (Vigil)  John Edgington - RIP (Mary Edgington & Family)

Sunday 29" December St Thomas of Canterbury

(The Holy Family) Mt 1:18-24
8am Mr & Mrs Joseph on their wedding anniversary
9:30 am People of the Parish 2nd
11am Kazimierz Krynicki - RIP (Mrs Krynicki)| Collection:
12.15 Baptism of Benjamin Riidiger Grass Svp
6 pm Joao Ferreira RIP (Elizabeth Ferreira)

8.pm Sung Vespers in Canterbury Cathedral Crypt

PARISH MATTERS

/ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their

T@ children baptised our next preparation meeting will be in the
Presbytery on Saturday, 18t January 2020, at 9.00 am.
Places are limited so please call the office to book. Please fill
in a Registration Form in advance (from Office /website).

oy FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020: The first session is
[} on Sunday, 5th January 2020 in the Hall. W
CONFIRMATION 2020: The first Session is on $= ~g

Sunday, 12th January at 4pm in the Hall 7
RCIA 2020: Tuesdays at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS: You are respectfully reminded that
all Christmas Mass collections (Christmas Vigil, Midnight and
Christmas Day Masses) are given directly to the Priests and do
not form part of the general weekly offerings. Please give gen-
erously to our wonderful priests. Christmas Offering Envelopes
are available at the back of the Church and in the Narthex.
Thank you - Linda

From Fr Anthony ...

There is a lovely stained glass window of the Nativity
created by Christopher Whall (1902) on the right as
you enter the south door of the Cathedral at Canter-
bury. It depicts three angels looking down on the child
lying on a bed of straw with Mary prayerfully watching
over him. Nearby there is a donkey, small calf and an
oxen. But there is no Joseph! Poor Joseph, so often
left out to depictions of the birth of Jesus. Yet this
Sunday’s gospel from Matthew shows how important
was Joseph'’s part in the birth and early life of Jesus.
With Mary pregnant, he decided to divorce her infor-
mally to spare her publicity and humiliation. In a
dream he was told by an angel not to be afraid and to
take her home as his wife. Later in the same gospel
he is again told in a dream to take Mary and the child
to Egypt to escape the murderous intentions of Her-
od. He is not simply an add-on. Not only did he pro-
vide the link between Jesus and the line of King David
but he was chosen to lead and guide his family as
husband and foster father. Joseph was an important
male influence in the household in Nazareth, where
the family eventually settled. A friend of mine pub-
lished an essay a couple of years ago on Joseph, out-
lining the history of devotion to Joseph. In that essay
he refers to Pope Francis’ special devotion to the
saint. The Pope acknowledged him as an archetypal
figure of protector, defender and consoler. Joseph
was the attentive and tender guardian of the Family, a
just man who accepts and guards the mysteries of
God, as he willingly chose to accept and protect
Mary, the woman chosen by God to be the Most Holy
and Immaculate Mother of His only Son. When in the
Philippines, Pope Francis talked about his devotion to
St Joseph. “I have great love for Saint Joseph, be-
cause he is a man of silence and strength. On my ta-
ble | have an image of Saint Joseph sleeping. Even
when he is asleep, he is taking care of the Church!"
There are two lessons that the sleeping St Joseph
can teach us. Firstly, while God doesn’t normally
speak to us so directly and dramatically, He very of-
ten speaks in times when we silence both our outer
and inner worlds. Secondly, after Joseph’s three
dreams, he immediately got up each time and acted
(even if it meant fleeing the country in the middle of
the night!) While we certainly should strive to quiet
ourselves to hear those whispers of God in our
hearts, we also need to act on what God tells us in
the silence.

CTC - WELCOME PACK PROJECT Please see details in Nar-
thex to support the Christians together in Canterbury welcome

pack project for new families coming to the area.

ALTAR SERVERS MASS: Our special Mass for all our Altar
Servers will take place on the Feast of St Stephen, Thursday,
26th December at 10h00. Please let Father Anthony or Linda
(in the office) know if you will be attending. This is the only
Mass on Boxing Day.

GROUPS’ WINTER RECESS:
The Scripture group are in recess until 9th January 2020
The Prayer & Pub group are in recess until 16th January 2020

Solitude Group If you desire solitude and silence, the Solitude
Group meets at Greyfriars this Saturday, 21st December, for a
quiet morning of prayer. We begin with refreshments at 9.00am,
followed by a short reflection, and then quiet time in the chapel
or grounds. We end at 11.45am. Please see notice at the back
of the Church for details. Could any newcomers phone Louise
on 07962 256908 for further details

CRIB OFFERINGS: This Christmas our Crib Offering will be
donated to the Catholic Children’s Society’s Southwark Cri-
sis Fund. This fund provides emergency grants for children and
families in our Archdiocese who are facing a crisis in their lives.
Every single penny donated to the Crib will be given out via
these grants.

Please remember in your prayers the late Des Fisher - long-time
parishioner here at St Thomas’, who died peacefully on 16th
December 2019 at Cheltenham.

St. Thomas’ Catholic Primary School is taking applications
for their Reception Class intake for September 2020. In addition
to the online KCC application form, we ask if you could please
complete the school’'s Supplementary Information Form availa-
ble from the school office or from our website on https://www.st-
thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk/admissions/. Please send your
Supplementary Information Form to the school by post or hand it
in at the school office before 15™ January 2020 with a copy of
your child’s baptismal certificate.

Canon Anthony will be available to sign supplementary applica-
tion forms on Friday, 10 January between 3.30pm and 6.30pm
at the Presbytery, 59 Burgate

USE OF CHURCH, MEETING ROOMS AND HALL. Please
would all groups who wish to reserve use of any meeting rooms,
hall or church itself during 2020 please submit your requests to
Linda in the office before 31 December 2019 via the parish email
address: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Christmas fair thank you to all for supporting our fair. We made
£445.80 profit.

Our next event is a Gift Amnesty sale in the new year. Please
consider donating your unwanted gifts to this event. The mem-
bers of the social committee we wish you all a Merry Christmas

Salvation Army Appeal for Toys

The Salvation Army is set to deliver hampers to some 200 families over the
next couple of weeks. Most of these hampers include toys for children, so that
their parents will have gifts to give them on Christmas Day, but the supply of
toys is running rather low. If you can, please would you consider buying a new
toy (you can buy for a child of any age ... toddler to teen), & deliver it to the
Salvation Army between 10am and 2pm on any weekday. If you can help with
more than one toy, that would be great.

MEMORY TREE: You are invited to write the names of de-
ceased family members, on the labels provided at the base of
the two trees, to hang on the Christmas trees beside the Crib.

100 Club Subscriptions for 2020
Old and new members please complete a form and return, together

with the £25 membership fee, to the Office before 31/12/2019

BBC R4 Broadcast of Midnight Mass - live from St George's
Cathedral on BBC Radio 4 at 11.30 pm on Christmas Eve. Cel-
ebrated by Archbishop John Wilson, the service will be sung by
combined Choirs of St George's Cathedral and the Cathedral
Consort.

'Little bags of love and hope' Appeal for the Festive Season

'Seeking Sanctuary' is repeating a previous initiative to support migrants in
North-West France, just 21 miles from the coast of Kent. The charity is hoping
to get small packs of new essential items to them during December and Janu-

ary. Please see detailed information in Narthex regarding Bag contents etc.

SECOND AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

This weekend - 21/22 December - No second collection
Next weekend - 28/29 December - SVP - gift aid envelopes
available in the Narthex

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall,
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Phyllis Stirton, Fr
Louie Kitt, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull,
Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Des
Fisher, Fr Paul Perry and Anne Queenen

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Tsige Buta, Agnes Nattrass, Ossie Correa, Elizabeth Simpson, Tony
Ashman, Dr Kazimierz Krynicki, Gillian Dyche, Fr Gerard O'Brien, Fr
Gregory Moore, Bernadette Lee, Rachelle Castro, A Charles Ryan, Fr
Wilfrid McGrea, Margaret Jones , Jean Gale, Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon,
Tony Dyer , Fr Jim Kirby, Connor Chambers, Archbishop Michael
Bowen, STL, PhL. Catherine Ferguson, Theresa Hodges, Wim Van
Vuuren, Fr Tom Fuller, Francis Sullivan, Brian Molloy, Margaret
Bromley, Claire Ogilvie, Bernard Sullivan, Anne Rotter and Ben Mutch

Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this month:
Phyllis Higenbottom, Kevin Hackman, Celia Welch & Serafin Arevalo.

Thank youl Mass Collections at weekend 14/15 Dec 2019:
Offertory: £1036.75 loose & £567.89 gift aided: Total £1604.64
2nd Collection - no second collection this weekend
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