NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ

Office open: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm for all parish business
(Closed for lunch between 12.30 - 1.00pm)

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com

Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

i St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest; Canon Anthony Charlton. email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi Parish Deacon: Rev. David Avery email. davidavery@rcaos.org.uk

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS
6pm (Vigil)  Rita Dempsey - RIP (Al and Tim)
Sunday 17" November Thirty Third Sunday (C) Lk 21: 5-19
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR
8am Intentions of Sarah Ryan (Pauline Ryan)
9:30 am Margaret Jones - RIP (Group 87 HCPT)
Coffee in the Hall
11am Welfare of Angela & Michael Donovan
Baptism of Thomas Edward Acteson during Mass

1.00 pm Baptism of Emma Lipinsky

6 pm People of the Parish

Monday 18" November Dedication of the Basilicas of SS Peter
and Paul Mt 14:22-33

7.30am Peggy Mallon - RIP

12 noon For Charlies’ health and wellbeing

7-9pm Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

7.30 pm Becket working party meeting

Tuesday 19" November Feria Lk 19: 1-10

7.30am James Davis - wellbeing
12 noon Deceased family & friends of Coolsson Family (A Nichols)
7.30 pm RCIA in the Presbytery

Wednesday 20" Nov Feria Lk 19: 11-28
7.30am June Eileen Dodds - RIP (Pam)
10.30 - 11 am Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)
12 noon Sidney, Bridie and Gladys Gill - RIP (Pat Gill)
7.30 - 8.30pm Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday 21* Nov Presentaion of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Lk 19: 41-44

NO EARLY MORNING MASS
Parish Pilgrim Group leave for the Holy Land

12 noon John Aitkin Gray (Myrna Gray)
Scripture Group in Upper Room
7.45pm Prayer &Pub

Friday 22" November St Cecilia Lk 19: 45-48

7.30 am Morning Prayer

12 noon Foundation Mass - Gill Family deceased members
Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

NO EVENING MASS

No Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 23" November St Clement I, Pope Lk 20: 27-40

10.30- 11.30 Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester)

12 noon Deceased members of Evans & McDonald Families
4.30-5.30  Reconciliation (Fr Peter Geldard)
6pm (Vigil)  James Davis’ wellbeing

Sunday 24" November FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING Lk 23: 35-43
8am Intentions of the Mallon Family

9:30 am Angela McGovern & family’s intentions (H Connolly)
Coffee in the Hall

11am 2nd Collection:

12.15 Baptism of Nicholas Bargiel Catholic Youth

6 pm People of the Parish Services

From Fr Anthony ...

St Thomas of Canterbury Church
is now a Diocesan Shrine

This week | received from Archbishop John Wilson the
Decree designating and approving St Thomas of Canter-
bury Church as a Diocesan Shrine. | thought it would be
important for you all to see and read the Decree:

“St Thomas Canterbury opened on 13 April 1875, holds the relic of
St Thomas Becket. The relic consisting of a fragment of his vest-
ment and two pieces of bone acquired from Gubbio in Umbria, Italy.
Another relic was presented to the parish during a pilgrimage in
1953. Father Thomas Becquet made the presentation of the relic: a
piece of the finger bone of St Thomas of Becket. The relic originat-
ed in the Cistercian monastery of Pontigny, where St Thomas
stayed during his years of exile, and reached Chevotogne via the
Bishop of Tournai. Consequently, St Thomas of Canterbury Church
has been a pilgrimage Church, as well as a parish Church from its
early beginnings. As early as 1889, The Guild of Our Lady of Ran-
som was organizing pilgrimages to Canterbury from London, which
began with early Mass at St Ethelreda’s, Ely Place and then jour-
neyed (with Devotions on the way) by special train on the London,
Chatham and Dover Railway. These pilgrimages have continued
with the Knights of St Columba organizing the “Penitential Mile”
from St Dunstan’s to St Thomas and the Guild of Ransom organiz-
ing its pilgrimage on a day in July, among several individual and
small group pilgrimages.

WHEREFORE, having carefully considered the law and the facts
and having carefully studied the Statues of St Thomas of Canter-
bury Church, I hereby approve, by means of this Decree, its Stat-
utes in accordance with the norms of canon 1231 §§1,2.
FURTHERMORE, for the good of souls, |, the undersigned Arch-
bishop of Southwark, do hereby, by means of this Decree, desig-
nate and approve St Thomas of Canterbury Church as an Archdioc-
esan Shrine, in accordance with canon 1230.

At this Shrine, the means of salvation are to be supplied more
abundantly to the faithful by the diligent proclamation of the word of
God, the suitable promotion of liturgical life especially through the
celebration of the Eucharist and of penance, and the cultivation of
approved forms of popular piety. (Canon 1234 §l of the 1983 Code
of Canon Law).

Seeing that this Shrine has been so designated and approved, in
virtue of the ordinary power granted me by law and in virtue of can-
on 1233, | do hereby grant a partial indulgence from temporal pun-
ishment to any member of the Christian faithful who visits the
Shrine on the liturgical feast day of the Shrine. *

Signed by The most Reverent John Wilson Archbishop of South-
wark and Monsignor Matthew Dickens, Chancellor & Vicar General.
Given on this sixteenth day November 2019

On the Feast of Saint Edmund of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canter-
bury

PARISH MATTERS

/ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their

T@ children Baptised....our next preparation meeting will be in the
Presbytery on Saturday, 14th December 2019, at 9.00 am.
Places are limited so please call the office to book. Please fill
in a Registration Form in advance (from Office /website).

oy FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020.
[} The first parent’s meeting is on Monday 9th \‘\‘1’4
December at 7.30 pm in the Hall. ﬁlﬁ

CONFIRMATION 2020: details in box below
RCIA 2020: Tuesdays at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.

R L

Father Sylvester will be celebrating the 20th Anniversary of
& his Ordination on Wednesday, 4th December 2019. &x
& Please join Fr Sylvester for a Mass of Thanksgiving at &&

7.00pm followed by Refreshments in the Hall. &y

B

CATHOLIC MENS GROUP: Fr Sylvester invites all Catholic
Men (25 yrs and above) for a get together on Wednesday, 27th
November from 4.30 to 5.30 pm in the Church Hall

CONFIRMATION 2020.

The first parents’ meeting is on Wednesday,
11th December at 7.30 pm in the Church Hall.
The first candidate session will be on Sunday,
12 January 2020 in the Church Hall.

Confirmation

SCHOOL FORMS FOR SIGNING: Fr Anthony has made him-
self available on Friday 29th November between 4pm and 6pm
to sign forms for school admittance to St Thomas’ Primary and
St Anselm’s schools.

St. Thomas’ Primary School Open Days: We are having our
open days for prospective parents of children due to start school
in 2020 on:

Thursday 21t November at 9:15 a.m., and

Monday 25" November at 1:30 p.m.

Booking is essential , please contact the school office - details
on poster in the Narthex

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE:

Nice double room in furnished house bills incl. 435pcm. Free parking
(Thanington Without) — pictures on Christian Flatshare. Contact Sophie
Man-Cheung on 07780025908

SWEEPING THE CHRISTMAS COBWEBS! Please join us for a
church cleaning work party on Saturday 7th and 14th December from
& ™ 1pm - 3.30pm. Refreshments will be provided. Let Linda in the office
2 know if you can join us on either day.

The Divine Mercy Apostolate of Marian Fathers is organising a Divine Mer-
cy Retreat on Saturday 23 November 2019, 9:45 am - 4:30 pm at St Joseph’s
Catholic Church, 1 Montem Road, New Malden, KT3 3QW

All welcome, No advance booking or registration is required

More information: Divine Mercy Apostolate, Marian Fathers: 1 Courtfield Gar-
dens, London W13 OEY, ph: 020 8998 0925 ; Email: Info@divinemercy.org.uk,
www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk

ADVENT STOCK IN THE SHOP! We have a

W wide selection of Advent Readings, chocolate
. Cm advent calendars, advent wreaths and candles.

Please come in and support our parish shop

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all
ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, one to one or at
social events. Visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk , tel. 0161 941 3498 or
see notice in the Narthex for more information .

Christmas Fair on Sunday 8th December 10:30- 1:30 in the church hall.
We would be grateful for donations for the following stalls:

Items to our raffle, Unopened bottles (Wines, Spirit etc )

New items for our tombola - Any contribution is appreciated.

Donations can be made up to the 6th December .

Home made cakes (on the day please)

There will be lots more stalls and activities including Father Christmas.

If you can help on the day or would like to book a Stall to promote your busi-
ness (limited availability) contact 07805490217 or socialstthom-
asrc@gmail.com . All monies raised goes to our church projects.

Quiz night A fun night was had by all, thank you to everyone that supported
this event, those who donated items and all who came on the night to make it
a success. We don't have a final total yet but so far it's in excess of £400

Jim Denison (Vineyard leader) and Pastor Aaron Berko (New Life) invite you to
join them at The Abode Hotel, in the County Room for a talk and prayer
for our City : 18th-22nd November 7:45pm, Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
A Freewill Offering will be taken to cover costs.

IN MEMORIUM This November we remember the following on
the first Anniversary of their passing: Elizabeth Newton and
Michael Goggin

A parishioner is looking for a lift to Mass at 11am on Sundays from Barton Mill
Court. If you can assist, please see Fr Anthony or Linda in the office.

HCPT GROUP 87 - Easter children's pilgrimage to Lourdes 11th-18th
April 2020. If you or someone you know would like to join us as a
child/teenager or helper for our pilgrimage to Lourdes please contact
us for details and take a leaflet from the church Narthex. Contact :
Zuzana Revayova zuzana.revayoval3@gmail.com 07776117966 or
Annie Judge anniejudge@hotmail.com 07866515797

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY - please see the
notice board in the Narthex for upcoming events.

Barn Dance Saturday 30t November at St Anselm’s School, Old Dover Road,
Canterbury. Dancing to live band ‘Re-Jigged’ . Raffle Bring your own food and
drinks . Tea and coffee provided. £6 (under 14 £3) To reserve a ticket contact:
Annie 07866515797 email: anniejudge@hotmail.com

SECOND AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
This weekend - 16/17 Nov - no second collection this weekend
Next weekend - 23/24 Nov - Catholic Youth Services -
supporting youth work in the Diocese and beyond, especially the
Southwark Catholic Youth Service

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall,
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Phyllis Stirton, Fr
Louie Kitt, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull,
Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny and Bill Parker

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Tsige Buta, Agnes Nattrass, Ossie Correa, Elizabeth Simpson, Tony
Ashman, Dr Kazimierz Krynicki, Gillian Dyche, Fr Gerard O'Brien, Fr
Gregory Moore, Bernadette Lee, Rachelle Castro, Brenda Pearce, A
Charles Ryan, Fr Wilfrid McGrea, Margaret Jones , Jean Gale, Agnes
Kabdebo-Gedeon, Tony Dyer , Fr Jim Kirby, Connor Chambers,
Archbishop Michael Bowen, STL, PhL. Catherine Ferguson, Theresa
Hodges, Wim Van Vuuren and Fr Tom Craig Fuller

Thank you! Mass Collections at weekend 9/10 Nov 2019:
Offertory: £1052.55 loose & £510.99 gift aided: Total £1563.54
2nd Collection - Archbishop’s Fund raised £394.48
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