NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ

Office open: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm for all parish business
(Closed for lunch between 12.30 - 1.00pm)

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com

Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

i St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest; Canon Anthony Charlton. email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Sylvester Adeniyi Parish Deacon: Rev. David Avery email. davidavery@rcaos.org.uk

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS

6pm (Vigil)  Deceased members of the Birss & Scott Families
(Scott Family)

Sunday 03" November Thirty First Sunday (C) Lk 19: 1-10

8am Maureen Handley - RIP (Catherine Handley)

9:30 am Celia Welch - RIP & intentions of UCM members

11am Eduardo Castanos Soler - RIP (Clark-Caballero Fam)

2 pm Blessing of the Graves at Canterbury Cemetery

6 pm People of the Parish

Monday 04" November St Charles Borromeo Lk 14: 12-14

7.30am Dominic Marlow (Webb)
12 noon Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney - RIP (Mary & Geraldine)
7-9pm Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Tuesday 05" November Feria Lk 14: 15-24

7.30am Liz Reilly - RIP (A & M Donovan)
12 noon Dermott Egan - RIP (Noreen Egan)
7.30 pm RCIA in the Presbytery

Wednesday 06" November Feria Lk 14: 25-33
7.30 am John Carney - RIP (Helen Natrass & Roberta Johnson)
10.30 - 11 am Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester)
10.40 am Cremation of Catherine Ferguson at Barham
12 noon Pauline Ryan’s Intentions (Sue Purbrick)
7.30 - 8.30pm Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday 07" November Dedication of Cathedral Church of
St George Lk 15: 1-10

7.30am Deceased members of Michael & Angela
Donovan’s families (A & M Donovan)

12 noon Antonia Smith - RIP
Scripture Group in Upper Room

7.45pm Prayer &Pub

Friday 08" November St Willibrord, Bishop Lk 16: 1-8

7.30 am Morning Prayer

12 noon Margaret Von Solms - health & wellbeing (Betty)
Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

7.30 pm Archbishop Michael George Bowan - RIP

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 09" November Dedicaiton of the Lateran Basilica
Jn 2:13-22

10.30- 11.30 Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester)

12 noon Deceased members of Michael & Angela
Donovan’s families (A & M Donovan)

4.30-5.30  Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)

6pm (Vigil)  Maximillian Ty - RIP & intentions of Leo & Gemmy

Sunday 10" November Thirty Second Sunday (C) Lk 20: 27-38

8am People of the Parish

9:30 am Margaret Clark - RIP (Clark Caballero Family)

11am Carr Family (Josie Carr)

4 pm Polish Community Mass

6 pm Archbishop Michael George Bowan - RIP

2nd Collection:
Archbishop’s Fund

PARISH MATTERS

/ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their

T@ children Baptised....our next preparation meeting will be in the
Presbytery on Saturday, 17t November 2019, at 9.00 am.
Places are limited so please call the office to book. Please fill
in a Registration Form in advance (from Office /website).

MASS LISTS FOR HOLY SOULS: Lists are available in the
foyer for you to complete and leave in the box provided. These
will be brought to the Altar during Masses in November.

From Fr Anthony ...

Today’s Gospel is very familiar to all of us. Itis a
key scriptural reading we use when preparing our
our children for the Sacrament of reconciliation.
This is also a great passage for us to reflect on in
our prayer. Zacchaeus was a man apart, collabo-
rating with the Romans in his office of tax collect-
ing. He was determined to see Jesus and not
standing on his dignity he climbed a tree. He was
making great efforts to catch a glimpse of him. To
what extent to | really desire to see Jesus and
come to know him? What efforts do | make to see
him? Jesus stopped under the tree and looked up
and he called him by name. Jesus knew his
name. “Zacchaeus come down quickly for | must
stay at your house today”. Imagine Jesus looking
at you, calling you by name, and inviting himself
into you home, your heart. Zacchaeus we are told
‘received him joyfully”. How would we react if Je-
sus said that he wanted to come into our heart?
Imagine yourself joyfully receiving Jesus. How will
the awareness of Jesus in you this effect you? Do
you find yourself wanting to put things right? As
someone wrote: “/ find happiness in putting things
right, ordering my life, finding the springs of gener-
osity and justice that have been stifled by old hab-
its”. Zacchaeus was hated by the crowd and re-
jected but the acceptance and welcome of Jesus
somehow changed him. If | allow Jesus into my
heart what would | want to change about myself?
It is Jesus presence and love that effected a
change in Zacchaeus. Jesus didn’t stand beneath
the tree wagging his finger at Zacchaeus, telling
him that he must change. His treatment of the tax
collector was the opposite of the attitude of the
crowd who grumbled “He has gone to the house of
a sinner as a guest.” The response of Zacchaeus
was beyond what was expected. He was willing to
give all. The name Zacchaeus comes from the He-
brew and means “the pure one”. As Fr Lane
writes: “Before reforming his life and meeting Je-
sus, Zacchaeus was the pure one only in name
but not in deed. After meeting Jesus, Zacchaeus
was the pure one both in name and deed.”

oy FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020. The Sacrament of
[} First Holy Communion will be on Sunday, 17th May

2020 at the 9.30 & 11 am Masses. Registration forms

are available in the Narthex.

CONFIRMATION 2020: The start of the programme has \““!‘

been postponed to January 2020 - application forms ﬁlﬁ

available in the Narthex

RCIA 2020: Tuesdays at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.

Barn Dance Saturday 30" November at St Anselm’s School,
Old Dover Road, Canterbury. Dancing to live band ‘Re-Jigged’ .
Raffle. In aid of HCPT group 87 taking children with special
needs to Lourdes for a special Children’s Pilgrimage next Easter
Bring your own food and drinks . Tea and coffee provided. £6
(under 14 £3)

To reserve a ticket contact: Annie 07866515797 email: an-
niejudge@hotmail.com

The Union of Catholic Mothers would like to say thank you for all who sup-
ported our cake sale £52.02p was raised for Father Freddy to support his
work in South Sudan.

Tickets on sale after masses on the 2nd & 3rd or from the presbytery for
the Quiz night 9th November 7-10pm.

A family friendly evening tickets in advance £5 adults and £1 children which
include tea, coffee, squash and light snacks. BYO alcoholic drinks. Raffle on
the night. Prizes for winners. For more details email: socialstthom-
asrc@gmail.com or see church facebook page

Save the date: Christmas Fair 8th December: Raffle, Tombola, Father
Christmas, Games, Stalls and lots more.

WELCOMING PILGRIMS

We want to set up a parish group to welcome pilgrims to St Thomas's
Church. We want to provide some guided tours of our church and
some opportunities to venerate St Thomas's relics outside of Mass
times. We want to be ready before July next year. Anyone interested in
hearing more, without any commitment at this stage, is invited to an
initial meeting and discussion from 10.30 to 11.30 on Saturday 9th
November 2019 in the Upper room.

Any queries about this meeting to: Helen Nattrass
helennattrass@btinternet.com

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY - please see the
notice board in the Narthex for upcoming events.

100 CLUB WINNERS: Congratulations to our November 2019
winners: Glenda Flanagan (44) and Noreen Egan (100)

Kent Catechist Days are being held from 11 am to 4 pm in:
East Kent : Saturday 9" November, St Thomas of Canterbury
RC Church Hall, 59 Burgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2HJ; and
West Kent : Saturday 16" November, at The Bishop’s House,
The Hermitage, West Malling, Kent ME19 6HN.

Catechists are asked to bring their own lunch but tea, coffee and
cake will be provided.

Please let Ingrid Latrobe know if you are attending either: email:
ingridlatrobe@rcaos.org.uk or website registrations: https://
www.ccftootingbec.org.uk/events (although catechists are most
welcome to arrive on the day). Details on Poster in Narthex.

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics
of all ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one
to one or through social events. For further information visit
www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498 or see notice
board in the Narthex.

John Carney, former parishioner and 11 o'clock choir member passed
away on 7th October. His funeral is at Barham crematorium on
Wednesday 6th November at 12.40 p.m.

THANK YOU! The SVP would like to thank you all for your continuing support!
In the last quarter, as a result of your generosity, we have purchased a mat-
rass, a replacement front door lock for a vulnerable family, carpets for chil-
dren’s bedrooms, a washing machine, a cooker, uniforms, bedding and food
and we have also supported social services with financial help for a family in
great need.

We are always looking for new members to join us in our work. We particularly
need help with regular visits to the housebound. Involvement can be as little
as one or two hours per week. Please give joining the SVP your consideration
and contact us on our mobile 07902 855622 for more information.

HCPT GROUP 87 - Easter children's pilgrimage to Lourdes 11th-18th
April 2020. If you or someone you know would like to join us as a
child/teenager or helper for our pilgrimage to Lourdes please contact
us for details and take a leaflet from the church Narthex. Contact :
Zuzana Revayova zuzana.revayoval3@gmail.com 07776117966 or
Annie Judge anniejudge@hotmail.com 07866515797

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall,
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Phyllis Stirton, Fr
Louie Kitt, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull,
Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny and Bill Parker

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Tsige Buta, Agnes Nattrass, Ossie Correa, Elizabeth Simpson, Tony
Ashman, Dr Kazimierz Krynicki, Gillian Dyche, Fr Gerard O'Brien, Fr
Gregory Moore, Bernadette Lee, Rachelle Castro, Brenda Pearce, A
Charles Ryan, Fr Wilfrid McGrea, Margaret Jones , Jean Gale, Agnes
Kabdebo-Gedeon, Tony Dyer , Fr Jim Kirby, Connor Chambers,
Archbishop Michael Bowen, STL, PhL. Catherine Ferguson and Wim
Cassar-Van Vuuren

Funeral of Catherine Ferguson at Barham Crematorium on Wed 6
November at 10.40 am

SECOND AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
This weekend - 02/03 Nov - No second Collection

Next weekend - 09/10 Nov - Archbishop’s Administration
Fund: this collection helps to meet the cost of the central admin-
istration of the diocese.

As a believer in the power of prayer, may | express my warm
thanks for your thoughts and prayers - Joan Sutton

Thank youl Mass Collections at weekend 26/27 Oct 2019:

Offertory: £960.61 loose & £700.21 gift aided: Total £1660.82
2nd Collection - SVP - raised £692.02
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