NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ

Office open: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm for all parish business
(Closed for lunch between 12.30 - 1.00pm)

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com

Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

EiSt Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton. email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest; Fr Sylvester Adeniyi Parish Deacon: Rev. David Avery email: davidavery@rcaos.org.uk

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS
6pm (Vigil)  Denis Corcoran - RIP (Mallion Family)

Sunday 01* December 1% Sunday of Advent Mt 24:37-44
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE  [3nd Collection: SVP |
8am People of the Parish

9:30 am Celia Welch - RIP and intentions of the UCM
Coffee in the Hall
11am Wendy Connor - RIP (Catherine Ashman)
4.00 pm Evening Prayers
6 pm Maureen Pepper - RIP (D Pepper)
Monday 02™ December Feria Mt 8:5-11
7.30 am James Franzese - RIP (Maria O’Donovan)
12 noon Leo Kane - RIP (Ann Matthews)
7-9pm NO Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Tuesday 03" December St Francis Xavier Lk 10: 21-24

7.30 am Theresa Kelly, Kathleen Gilbride, Terance & Nicky
Gunn - good health (Bernadette Lyons)

12 noon Eileen Browning’s intentions (Pat Gill)

7.30 pm RCIA in the Presbytery

7.00 pm St Paul’s Church Carol Service for Amos Trust

Wednesday 04" December St John Damascene Mt 15: 29-37

7.30am Derek Dalton - RIP (Steph, Pam & Ed)

10.30 - 11 am Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)

12 noon Ruth Bland on her birthday (Bland Family)

7.00 pm Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr Sylvester - 20 years
ordained - followed by reception in the Hall

7.30 - 8.30pm NO Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday 05" December Feria Mt 7: 21, 24-27

7.30am Joanne - health and wellbeing (Ann Matthews)
12 noon Mr & Mrs Gunn - RIP & Margaret on her birthday
(Monique & Peter)
Scripture Group in Upper Room
7.45pm Prayer &Pub

Friday 06" December S Nicholas Mt 9: 27-31

7.30 am Morning Prayer

10.30am Hospital Mass

12 noon Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney - RIP (Mary & Geraldine)
Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

7.30 pm Krzysztof Krauze - miracle of healing (Barbara)

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 07" December St Ambrose Mt 9:35 - 10: 1, 5a, 6-8
10.30-11.30 Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester)

12 noon Rachel & Luis on their wedding day
4.30-5.30  Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)
6pm (Vigil)  Denis & Jerry Corcoran - RIP

Sunday 08" December 2" Sunday of Advent Mt 3:1-12

8am Foundation Mass - Olwen Dixon - RIP
9:30 am People of the Parish

Coffee in the Hall
11am Patricia Metcalfe 90th Birthday (Tessa)
4.00 Polish Community Mass

From Fr Anthony ...

At the beginning of the parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land
on 22" November | shared with the group as we celebrat-
ed Mass on the Mount of Beatitudes in Galilee, this quote:
“Tourists pass through places, but pilgrims let places pass
through them, allowing their hearts to change.”

We ended our pilgrimage with three nights in Jerusalem.
For us there was a great contrast between the relative
tranquillity of the lake of Gennesaret, in Galilee and the
noise and bustle of this City, sacred to the Jewish, Muslim
and Christian Faiths.

This weekend, the first Sunday of Advent, the responsorial
Psalm 121 echoes our feelings as pilgrims as we stayed
in Jerusalem.

‘Let us go to God'’s house.’

And now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.

It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.”

Today in the first reading from Isaiah we read “All the na-
tions will stream to it, peoples without number will come to
it; and they will say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he
may teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths; “

We made several visits to the Holy Sepulchre Church
within which is the chapel of Golgotha and the tomb of
Our Lord. Some of us went very early in the morning to
hear some beautiful singing in the chapel of St Helena.
She was said to have discovered the true Cross. We all
joined thousands of pilgrims who queued to enter the
chapel tomb and pray. Right near the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre is all that remains of the Temple that was de-
stroyed in AD70. It is known as the Western Wall or the
Wailing Wall, sacred to the Jews. We joined many hun-
dreds of Jews who prayed there and touched the stones. |
prayed for peace between nations and the different faiths.
| also left my piece of paper with my written prayer, in a
crevice between the stone. Over the Western Wall is the
Dome of the Rock and the Al-Agsa mosque, the third holi-
est site is sacred to the Muslims. How apt it is to hear
again that final sentence of the first reading for this Sun-
day. “He (Lord) will wield authority over the nations and
adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer
their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sick-

les. Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will be
no more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the Lord.”

As we enter Advent let us welcome the light, walk in the
light of the Lord and let that light transform us.

PARISH MATTERS

~, Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their
@ children Baptised our next preparation meeting will be in the

“ ﬁ Presbytery on Saturday, 14th December 2019, at 9.00 am.
Places are limited so please call the office to book. Please fill
in a Registration Form in advance (from Office /website).

e S

® Don’t Forget: Father Sylvester 20th Anniversary of his &
& _Ordination Thanksgiving Mass and reception at 7.00pm &
on Wednesday, 4th December 2019. %

e

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020. v

The first parent’s meeting is on Monday 9th g

December at 7.30 pm in the Hall. i

CONFIRMATION 2020: details in box below 7lr
RCIA 2020: Tuesdays at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.

SECURITY BOLLARD PROJECT - INSTALLATION IN BURGATE : Work
outside the Presbytery will commence on Monday, 2nd December 2019 with
no vehicular access to the main church entrance for three weeks. Please see
the council letter in the Narthex for more information.

CONFIRMATION 2020.

The first parents’ meeting is on Wednesday,
11th December at 7.30 pm in the Church Hall.
The first candidate session will be on Sunday,
12 January 2020 in the Church Hall.

Confirmation

CRIB OFFERINGS 2019: This year our CRIB OFFERINGS Collection will
be for the CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY SOUTHWARK CRISIS FUND.
More information in the Narthex.

Mrs Packiyanadhar and her daughter, parishioners at St Thom-
as’ are looking or accommodation in Canterbury or Bridge. If you
can assist them, please phone 07466618834

NEW WEBSITE : From Saturday, 30" November, our new web-
site is “Going Live!” There will be a useful and simple search
function to assist with finding information within the new layout.
Although there is still ongoing work, our goal is to keep the web-
site easy to read and navigate through (given the huge wealth of
information on the Catholic Faith). Try it out!!!

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE:

Nice double room in furnished house bills incl. 435pcm. Free parking
(Thanington Without) — pictures on Christian Flatshare. Contact Sophie
Man-Cheung on 07780025908

The funeral of the late Brian Molloy, a former parishioner at St Thomas’,
takes place at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in Herne Bay, on Friday 6th De-
cember at 2 pm. Those at St Thomas' who knew Brian are very welcome to
attend his funeral.’

100 Club Subscriptions for 2020

Thank you to all who have supported the 100 Club in 2019, providing
vital funds for parish work. We have started the 2020 subscription
campaign, so if you are an existing member and willing to continue, or
maybe a new member, please complete a form and pay the £25 sub-
scription, payable by Cheque, BACS or cash into the Parish Office.’
Deadline for completed forms with fee is 31/12/2019.

Free Makaton Taster on Monday 16/12/19 from 15.00 to 17.00 at
Augustine House Library, Canterbury Christ Church University, CT1
2YA (room AHg27). No need to sign up. People inside & outside the
university are welcome. The Taster will be followed by a Makaton
Christmas Carols sing and sign along from 17.00 until 18.00.

Amos Trust Bethlehem Carol Service, 7pm Tuesday 3rd December at St
Paul’s Church: We will be joined by Amos’ partner Sami Awad from our Holy
Land Trust in Bethlehem as well as Amos Trust founder and singer/songwriter
Garth Hewitt. All proceeds will go to Amos Trust's 2019 Christmas appeal for
our partners in Gaza. Refreshments will be served after the service. See
poster in the Narthex for more details.

Christmas Fair on Sunday 8th December 10:30- 1:30 in the church hall.
We would be grateful for donations for the following stalls:

Items to our raffle, Unopened bottles (Wines, Spirit etc )

New items for our tombola - Any contribution is appreciated.

Donations can be made up to the 6th December .

Home made cakes (on the day please)

There will be lots more stalls and activities including Father Christmas.

If you can help on the day or would like to book a Stall to promote your busi-
ness (limited availability) contact 07805490217 or socialstthom-
asrc@gmail.com . All monies raised goes to our church projects.

Tamiris Resende, Brazilian PhD student taking up a post of Visiting
Researcher Kent Uni from January 2020 is looking for temporary ac-
commodation in Canterbury. Please email tamiriscristhina@gmail.com

JOB VACANCIES: The Holy Family Primary School, Maidstone
Reception Teacher and KS2 Maternity Cover. Please see post-
ers in Narthex for details

SUNDAY TEA DANCES: Last date this year for tea dances with Hannah and
Stuart : Sunday, 15th December from 12 noon. No partner required, just bring

your best smiles. Everyone welcome for tea even if you do not want to dance.

HCPT GROUP 87 - Easter children's pilgrimage to Lourdes 11th-18th
April 2020. If you or someone you know would like to join us as a
child/teenager or helper for our pilgrimage to Lourdes please contact
us for details and take a leaflet from the church Narthex. Contact :
Zuzana Revayova zuzana.revayoval3@gmail.com 07776117966 or
Annie Judge anniejudge@hotmail.com 07866515797

SECOND AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
This weekend - 30 November/01 December - SVP - gift aid
envelopes in the Narthex
Next weekend - 07/08 December - No second collection this
weekend

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Breft, Hannelore Hall,
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson, Phyllis Stirton, Fr
Louie Kitt, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull,
Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker and Des
Fisher

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Tsige Buta, Agnes Nattrass, Ossie Correa, Elizabeth Simpson, Tony
Ashman, Dr Kazimierz Krynicki, Gillian Dyche, Fr Gerard O'Brien, Fr
Gregory Moore, Bernadette Lee, Rachelle Castro, A Charles Ryan, Fr
Wilfrid McGrea, Margaret Jones , Jean Gale, Agnes Kabdebo-Gedeon,
Tony Dyer , Fr Jim Kirby, Connor Chambers, Archbishop Michael
Bowen, STL, PhL. Catherine Ferguson, Theresa Hodges, Wim Van
Vuuren, Fr Tom Craig Fuller, Francis Sullivan and Brian Molloy

Please pray for those whose first anniversaries are this month:
Phyllis Higenbottom, Kevin Hackman Celia Welch and Serafin Arevalo.

Thank youl Mass Collections at weekend 23/24 Nov 2019:
Offertory: £843.07 loose & £529.60 gift aided: Total £1372.67
2nd Collection - Catholic Youth Services raised £336.06



mailto:socialstthomasrc@gmail.com
mailto:socialstthomasrc@gmail.com
mailto:zuzana.revayova13@gmail.com
mailto:anniejudge@hotmail.com

