
TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS  
 
6pm (Vigil) Alice Holland - RIP (Verity Hill) 
Sunday 29th  Sept. Twenty Sixth Sunday (C)  Lk 16: 19-31 
8 am   Nicky Gunn, Derrick & Pam Dalton- good health & 
 Ted Swan - RIP (Bernadette Lyons) 
 9:30 am Daniel Olivier - RIP (UCM Members) 
11 am Anne McAlinden - RIP (O’Neill Family) 
6 pm  Maureen Ward on her Birthday (Burton Family) 
Monday 30th Sept. St Jerome Lk 9: 46-50 
7.30 am People of the Parish 
12 noon Sr Marion (Daughters of Jesus) - 70th  
 Anniversary of her Profession (Pat & Carol) 
7 - 9 pm Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday 1st October St Therese of the Child Jesus Lk 9: 51-56 
7.30 am Chris Silcock on his birthday 
12 noon Requiem Mass of the late Rachelle Castro 
7.30 pm RCIA in the Presbytery 
Wednesday 2nd October The Holy Guardian Angels  Mt 18: 1-5,10 
NO MORNING MASS  
10.30 - 11 am Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester) 
12 noon Mark Ventress - RIP (Pauline) 
7.30 - 8.30pm Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday 3rd October Feria Lk 10: 1-12 
7.30 am Elizabeth Simpson - RIP (Scripture Group) 
12 noon NO 12 NOON MASS TODAY 
 Scripture Group in Upper Room   
7.45pm Prayer &Pub  
Friday 4th  October St Francis of Assisi Lk 10: 13-16 
CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 
7.30 am Morning Prayer 
10.30 am Mass at K & C Hospital Chapel 
12 noon Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney - RIP (Mary & Geraldine) 

 Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
7.30 pm Tom Nichols - RIP (Mrs Nichols) 
 Father Freddy speaking after Mass in Hall 
Saturday 5th  October Feria  Lk 10: 17-24 
10.30 - 11.30 Reconciliation (Fr Sylvester) 
12 noon Rosalynd Sutton - RIP (Jane Powell) 
4.30 - 5.30 Reconciliation (Fr Anthony) 
6pm (Vigil) People of the Parish 
Sunday 6th  October Twenty Seventh Sunday (C)  Lk 17: 5-10 
8 am   Bruno on his birthday (Maria) 
9:30 am Celia Welch - RIP & intentions of the UCM  
11 am Lucy & Alfie McKay (Jim & family) 
3 pm Filipino Community Mass 
6 pm  Martin Henderson - RIP (Kitt Family) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Thank you! Mass Collections at weekend 21/22 Sept 2019: 

Offertory: £1137.68 loose & £505.40 gift aided: Total £1,643.08 

 2nd Collection: There was no second collection 

PARISH MATTERS 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised….our next preparation meeting will be in the 
Presbytery on Saturday, 12th October 2019, at 9.00 am.  
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please fill 
in a Registration Form in advance (from Office /website).  

A group of us were discussing this Sunday’s gospel where 
Jesus told the story of Dives and Lazarus. Someone in the 
group said that it is the responsibility of rich people in this 
world like Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft, to give more 
of their money to the poor and the needy. It is easy for us 
to think that these words spoken by Jesus to the Pharisees 
apply to people rich people like Bill Gates. He is about the 
third richest person in the world and owns about $107 bil-
lion. In fact his foundation gives much money to charity. But 
this story of Jesus is not just addressed to the Pharisees 
but it is addressed to each one of us today?  Am I the rich 
man who feasts magnificently every day or am I the poor 
man who who fills himself from the scraps that fall from the 
rich man’s table? If we look at our lifestyle today there’s is 
no doubt that we in the West are comfortable and we are 
well aware that there are many many of our brothers and 
sisters who are in the greatest need. One of the major de-
velopments in Catholic social teaching in the 20th century 
has been the “preferential option for the poor.” The option 
for the poor is simply the idea that, as reflected in canon 
law, “The Christian faithful are also obliged to promote so-
cial justice and, mindful of the precept of the Lord, to assist 
the poor.” It indicates an obligation, on our part who call 
ourselves Christian, first and foremost to care for the poor 
and vulnerable.  The preferential option is part of the social 
teaching of the Church. Because God created all that is 
good, all men have a share in the earth’s bounty. This 
“principle of the universal destination of goods,” says the 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 
“requires that the poor, the marginalized and in all cases 
those whose living conditions interfere with their proper 
growth should be the focus of particular concern.” The pref-
erential option for the poor is a “special form of primacy in 
the exercise of Christian charity,” says Pope John Paul II in 
his 1987 encyclical Solicitudo Rei Socialis. “It affects the 
life of each Christian inasmuch as he or she seeks to imi-
tate the life of Christ, but it applies equally to our social re-
sponsibilities and hence to our manner of living, and to the 
logical decisions to be made concerning the ownership and 
use of goods.”   The doctrine has its roots in Christ’s life 
and teaching itself. “Christ the Saviour showed compas-
sion…, identifying himself with the ‘least’ among men. ‘It is 
by what they have done for the poor that Jesus Christ will 
recognize his chosen ones,’” the Compendium says, quot-
ing the Catechism of the Catholic Church (2443). The 
Question I need to ask myself today is “Is the poor my pri-
ority?” “Are we a church for the poor?” “Are we a parish 
that makes the poor a priority?”  “Who is a sitting on the 
doorstep of my life that I am ignoring?” This week let us 
show preferential option for the poor by doing something on 
Harvest Fast Day this Friday 4th October and by coming to 
meet Fr Freddie on Friday evening after 7:30pm Mass 
which he will be celebrating.  

SECOND AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
This weekend -  28/29 Sept -  SVP - gift aid envelopes availa-
ble in the Narthex. 
Next weekend - 5/6 Oct - Spiritans Appeal  
CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY - Friday , 4th October 2019 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com                St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton.  email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Sylvester Adeniyi  Parish Deacon: Rev. David Avery email: davidavery@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door) 

Office open: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm  for all parish business  
(Closed for lunch between 12.30 - 1.00pm) 

 
Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward, 
Janette Hughes, Maurice Crosland, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, 
Mary Dittrich, Kathleen Hutchinson, Pat Gibson,  Phyllis Stirton, Fr 
Louie Kitt, Fr Kevin St Aubyn, Margaret Jones, Jenni Aldridge, Mary 
Reynolds, Brian Wicker, David Bull, Joan Sutton, ,Audrey Martin, 
Elizabeth Gilhenny and Jean Gale 
 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:   
Tsige Buta, Agnes Nattrass, Ossie Correa, Elizabeth Simpson, Tony 
Ashman, Dr Kazimierz Krynicki, Gillian Dyche, Fr Gerard O’Brien, Fr 
Gregory Moore,  Bernadette Lee, Rachelle Castro, Brenda Pearce, A 
Charles Ryan and Fr Wilfrid McGreal 

2nd  
Collection: 

SVP 

SUNDAY TEA DANCES: Dates for tea dances with Hannah and Stuart con-
firmed! Sundays starting from 12 noon: 6th October, 10th November and 15th 
December. No partner required, just bring your best smiles. Everyone wel-
come for tea even if you do not want to dance.  

St Thomas of Canterbury Holy Land Pilgrimage 
Thursday 21th November - Thursday 28th November 2019 
You are invited to a final meeting on Saturday 12th October at 
7:15pm in Thomas Parish Hall.   

NEW EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
Training session for New Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucha-
rist are being held on Wednesday, 9th October at 7.30 pm in 
the Presbytery 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020.  The Sacrament of 
First Holy Communion will be on Sunday, 17th May 
2020 at the 9.30 & 11 am Masses.  Registration forms 
are available in the Narthex. 

CONFIRMATION 2020: The start of the programme has 
been postponed to January 2020 - more information to 
follow 
RCIA 2020:  Tuesdays at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.   

Fr Freddy a Franciscan priest who works in South Sudan will be 
celebrating Mass on Friday 4th October at 7:30pm. The parish 
collected money for his work with children during Lent last year.  
After Mass there is a gathering in the Hall when he will meet us 
a speak about his work.  As it is Harvest Fast Day there will be 
some simple refreshments.  

St Thomas Church is to be the venue for the World Day Of Prayer Service, 
celebrating the people of Zimbabwe, on Friday 6th March 2020 at 14.00, to 
which all the church communities and the people of the Canterbury area are 

warmly invited, with refreshments afterwards in St Thomas Church Hall. 

CHRISTIAN TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY NEWS 

'United', an evening of prayer and worship, hosted by New Life and 
Vineyard churches, 6pm on Sunday 3rd November at the New Life 
Hub, Roper Close. Details on poster in the Narthex.  
 

CTC invite you to gather with us at Canterbury Cathedral at 7:30pm on 
Saturday 18th January 2020 to begin the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity with  a service of prayer and worship. More to follow, but 
please save the date in your diaries.  

Harvest Festival, thank you to all who came and supported our harvest activi-
ties including your donations to Catching Lives. Pictures of the day can be 
found on the church Facebook page, The Social Committee. 
 
Quiz night 9th November 7-10pm. 
A family friendly evening tickets in advance £5 adults and £1 children  which 
include tea, coffee, squash and light snacks. BYO alcoholic drinks. Raffle on 
the night. Prizes for winners. For more details email: socialstthom-
asrc@gmail.com or see church Facebooks page 
 
The Social Committee are appealing for donations of wine, chocolates and 
any new unused items for use in the raffle at our Quiz night on the 9th Novem-
ber all monies raised from this event goes towards the church. 

A parishioner is looking for a lift to Mass at 11am on Sundays 
from Barton Mill Court.  If you can assist, please see Fr Anthony 
or Linda in the office. 

CATCHING LIVES WINTER SHELTER 
This winter the Canterbury Community Shelter will 
be running for 4 months from Sunday 1st De-

cember 2019 through to Tuesday, 31st March 2020.    St Thomas’ will again 
be providing the Hall for use on Friday evenings. 
If you can give time and talents to the Winter Shelter, please see posters in the 
Narthex for details of volunteering  processes, training and donation wish lists. 

    NEWSLETTER 

Charlotte Sleigh, Professor of Science Humanities at University of 
Kent is giving a series of three climate change talks at St Mary 
Bredin Church on 5, 12 and 19 November. Christians of all tradi-
tions are warmly welcome – see poster in Narthex for details.  

2nd Mass 
Count 2019 

Makaton is a sign and symbol 
language programme  
used by children and adults with 
speech, language and communi-
cation difficulties and their fami-
lies, friends, teachers, carers, etc.  
A local initiative aims to make 
Canterbury the first city in the 
world to become 'Makaton 

Friendly'.  As a parish, we could become Makaton Friendly.  Find out 
more at a free Makaton Taster with John-Paul (Makaton Tutor and 
parishioner) on Monday 7 October 2019 from 19.00 to 21.00 in St 
Thomas' RC Church Hall, see Poster in Narthex for more details  

Hello 

Save the date. HCPT Bark Dance on the 30th of No-
vember at St Anselm’s school - more details to follow. 

THE ROSARY IN OCTOBER - we are encouraged to 
recite five decades of the Rosary in church, or as a 
family, a religious community, or as a group of the 
faithful in order to gain a plenary indulgenced daily. 

3rd Mass 
Count 2019 

Stitching for the Parish!  Are you nifty with thread and needle?  
We have formed a sewing circle to repair and maintain the 
Church linens.  Meeting in the Sacristy on Wednesdays at 
13h30.  If you would like to be involved please contact Pat 
Moore on 07753 958729 

2nd Collection: 
Spiritans Appeal 
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