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NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Facsimile: 01227 450377

Office open: Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm Friday 9am - 1pm
for all enquiries, appointments, bookings & all parish business
(Closed for lunch between 12.15 - 1pm)

Email: stthomas.canterbury@talk21.com  Web Site: www.stthomasofcanterbury.com

St Thomas’ Shop (462896): open Sunday mornings & weekdays (Times on Shop Door)

Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton. Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Weatherley. Parish Deacon: Rev. David Avery.
Also assisting: Fr. George Marsden. Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr Michael Walters (01227 826200);

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

University of Kent Chaplain: Fr Peter Geldard (Telephone/Facsimile: 01227 462198 : Mobile 07970 228762)

TIMES OF MASSES & INTENTIONS

6pm (Vigil) In Thanksgiving
Sunday 25" February Second Sunday of Lent (B) Mk 9:2-10
8am Geo Fagg - RIP (Jenny Blake)

9:30am  Mary Jones - RIP (UCM) 2nd Collection: St
1lam  People of the Parish Vincent De Paul
4.30 pm Stations of the Cross

6pm Maria Duval - RIP (Mary Francis)
Monday 26" February Feria Lk 6:36-48
NO EARLY MORNING MASS
12 noon George Stewart - RIP (Julie and Guy Barker)
7-9pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
7.30 pm Parents First Holy Communion Meeting
Tuesday 27" February Feria Mt 23:1-12
7.30am Millie Castelind
12 noon Anne Booth and Family
7 pm RCIA
Wednesday 28" February Feria Mk 20:17-28
7.30am  Peggy Mallon - RIP (J Povey)
10.30 - 11.30 Sacrament of Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)
12 noon In memory of John O’Donnel (Simon Fosse-Collins)
4.30 pm Reception of the Body of Maria Duval into Church
7-9 pm Prayer Group Meeting in Link Lane
7-8.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday 1* March Saint David, Bishop Lk 16:19-31
7.30am  For the Davis Family (J Povey)
12 noon Funeral of Maria Duval

Scripture Group after Mass in the Upper Room
7.45pm  Prayer and Pub

Friday 2" March Feria Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

7.30am Morning Prayer

12 noon Lisette & Dennis Cooper - RIP (Joan & Ann Cooper)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass with
Benediction at 1.30pm

7.30 pm Bel Lenny & Family - improved health (J Povey)

Saturday 3" March Feria Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

10.30 - 11.30 Sacrament of Reconciliation (Fr Daniel)

12 noon Paul McLoughlin (Cherry Silcock-Stone)

3-4.30pm Confirmation Ongoing Formation in Upper Room

4.30 - 5.30pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (Fr Anthony)

6pm (Vigil) Bob Rowe - RIP (A&E Grace)

Sunday 4" March Third Sunday of Lent (B) Jn 2:13-25

8am for Anne Booth and Family (Fr Daniel)

9:30am Intentions of UCM members and families (UCM)
1lam People of the Parish

4.30 pm Stations of the Cross

6pm Welfare of Francis Brown (Philomena)

From Fr Anthony ...

There are four sections to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church: The Profession of faith, which looks at the mys-
tery of the creed (Part One). The Celebration of the Chris-
tian Mystery, which deals with the sacramental life of the
Church (Part Two). Life in Christ which deals with morality
and ethics (Part Three), and part Four on Christian Pray-
er. This final section on Prayer could be great reading for
us during this Lenten season. You might find in this sec-
tion encouragement and insight that will support you in
your life of prayer. Many of us struggle with prayer. God
has put in our heart a great desire to pray and often we
founder and don’t know how to pray. We might ask our-
selves: What should | say? | don’t know what to say. Am
| praying in the right way? Something valuable | have
learnt is that prayer is not just speaking but it is also lis-
tening. In todays Gospel of the Transfiguration, Peter
James and John were led by Jesus up a high mountain to
be apart by themselves. They had a wonderful and ex-
traordinary experience of Jesus. They saw him in a com-
pletely different way. As this revelation came to an end
and a cloud came they heard a voice that said, “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to him.” For me those words
remind me that | need to listen when | pray. When the
boy Samuel finally responded to the voice that’s calling
him he responded by saying, “Speak Lord, your servant is
listening” What we need to cultivate in our lives is a lis-
tening heart. “Oh that today you would listen to his voice
harden not your hearts” What can we do to cultivate this
listening heart? We need to discover Silence. Benignus
O Rourke in his book “Finding your hidden treasure” says.
“St Augustine had discovered for himself, as no one in the
West had before him, the mystery of God who hides him-
self within us. And he realised that silence reveals God to
us as nothing else can. If we journey in stillness to the
centre of our being, he tells us, we shall find our true
selves and we shall find God who, to use Augustine’s own
words, ‘is nearer to us than we are to ourselves’.” Let us
think of ways that we might create more silence in our
daily life. Don’t always have the radio on as background
noise. Resist switching it on first thing in the morning. Ra-
tion watching television. Go for a walk and be aware of
the sights and sounds that are about you. Just sit quietly
in your room. “Silence directs us away from only doing for
God, and towards being with God. Silence pulls us along,
slowly and surely, to its ultimate aim: the peace and self-
less joy of abiding soles in God.” (Thomas Merton)

PARISH MATTERS

To all parents who are wishing to have their children Bap-
tised... our next preparation meeting will be on Saturday,
10 March 2018 at 9.30am. Please call the office to make
sure we have your name and please fill in a Registration

Form in advance (available on website or from the Office). Thank you.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018:
Sunday at 9 am in the Hall

Parents Meeting: 26 Feb at 7.30pm in the Hall
CONFIRMATION 2017 - 2018
Ongoing Formation: Sunday, 4 March 2018 in the
Upper Room from 3 - 4.30 pm

RCIA (Journey in Faith) Next meeting : Tuesday,
27™ February 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL -

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 4™ MARCH 2018

We are still seeking 8 (eight) members of the parish to serve
on the Parish Pastoral Council. Details are on the
notice board at the back of the church and on
the church website. If you have the time and tal-
ents to give to this important ministry, complete
an application form from the back of Church.

Syro Malabar Catechism: Please remember that catechism classes for
March 2018 will be held on Saturday, 3rd March 2018

Cake Sale: The U.C.M are holding a cake sale on the 4th of March
after the 9:30am mass in the church hall to support fellow parishion-
er Mrs Fitz-Gerald as she seeks to bring her recently deceased hus-
band (who sadly passed away abroad ) home. There's a Gofundme
page "Bring Brian Fitz-Gerald home" for donations.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Further details on the Notice Board

Praying into Scripture: A Practical Guide to Ignatian Pray and
Imagination with Rev. Susanne Carlsson on Thursday, 01 March
2018; 7 - 9pm at Malling Abbey.

An Audience with Ann Widdecombe:

Saturday, 19 May from 7pm - 10 pm at St Thomas Church Hall,
Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ. Admission: £15.00

Info: https://kentmstc.org.uk/event/audience-ann-widdecombe/
Fellowship of St Thomas More: The Service of Commemoration
of St. Thomas More is on Friday 6™ July at 7.30pm at St. Dunstan’s
Church. The speaker is Dr. Joanne Paul. Refreshments in Church

Hall after. All welcome.

Anselm Study circle

The group will continue in depth theological discussion based on
articles published in scholarly journals. Please keep in your diary
the dates for the meetings in 2018 in the Upper room from 6:00
to800pmon20 March, 13 June, 19 9
12 Dece mb eThe 2D Mdrd® meeting will be

aboutCol | egi al i ty Toreadtaboet the subject and
download articles, For more details please check the web-

site: http://stthomasofcanterbury.com/anselm-study-circle %20/
collegiality/ or email, Prof Ghazwan Butrous at
G.butrous@kent.ac.uk

Canterbury Food Bank is most grateful for your generous sup-
port. If you are wondering what to donate? Non -perishable
items such as tinned vegetables and toiletries, especially for
women, most welcome. Unfortunately we cannot accept bread,

flour, biscuits and other perishable items! Thank you.

Available in the Shop:
First Holy Communion Dress & Accessories -Donation

requested please.
Lenten devotional booklets and Easter Cards

SECOND COLLECTION
The second collection this weekend, 24/25 February will be for
St Vincent de Paul. Gift Aid envelopes are available at the
back of the Church. Please give generously as usual.

A big thank you to everybody for your love,
concern, words of encouragement, support and
/// appreciation. I'll be completely moved to my

gm@% new home in Merstham by the end of February.

Thank you and God Bless. Fr Binoy

2018 “24 Hours for the Lord” You are invited to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation in the context of Eucharistic Ado-
ration at St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Church as follows:
Friday, 9" March 2018:
Adoration and Reconciliation:
Adoration and Reconciliation:
Saturday, 10" March 2018:
Adoration and Reconciliation :
Adoration and Reconciliation:

12.30-1.30 pm
8-9pm

10.30-11.30am
4.30 - 5.30pm

STATIONS OF THE CROSS EVERY SUNDAY DURING LENT:
25 February at 4.30 pm

04 March at 4.30 pm

11 March at 2.30pm

18 March at 3.00 pm led by the newly Confirmed
25 March at 4.30 pm

Ecumenical Week of Accompanied Prayer
St Stephen’s Church, 11-17 March 2018

‘A Retreat at Home'. Peter Toon writes: A Week of Accompanied
Prayer is a marvellous way to make an individually guided retreat in
the midst of ordinary life. You’ll commit to spending 30 minutes
each day in prayer, and another 30 minutes each day meeting with
your trained ‘prayer companion’, who will help and support you as
you reflect on your prayer life. The week is a journey in the love of
God, and you will be encouraged in your own unique pathway of
prayer. Places are limited, so put the dates in your diary and sign up
now. For more info, or to book a place, email petertoon@aol.com,
with the subject header “‘WAP’ or phone/text: 074 03 18 74 50
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Please remember in your prayers:

Nick Grealy, Mike Roser, Gloria Soar, Suzy Drayson, Agnes
Daly, Theresa Punnett, Lorna Feeney, Toni-Lee D’Amiral,
Charles Ryan, David Tully, Winifred May, Margaret
Holman, Mary Woallace, Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Katie
Cobbett, Angeline Frizell, Mary Gillette, Christopher
Browne, Erlinda Rogers, David Bull, Dara Borland, Alan
Skéet Mouisar Wardy fodn Willey, Mary Donellan, Janette
Hughes, Vlasta Cerna, Amanda Watts, Maurice Crosland,
Joao Ferreira, Barbara Brett, Hannelore Hall, Mary
Dittrich, June Carver, Francis Brown, Frank Johnson,
Kathleen Hutchinson, Rosa Maria Santos, Brian Henley,
Lucy Purbrick, Keith Purbrick, Sean Maple, Josie Price, Mrs
Cleary, Becky Judge, Angela Nichols, Dolores Klosky,
Barbara Markham, Pat Gibson and Geraldine Ross

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Joan Calloway, Fr Peter Madden, Fr Tony Ford, Fr Roy
Dunstan, Fr Kevin Pelham, Molly Bennett, Pat Ware,
William Smart Horne, Harry Vaughan, Mary Organ,
Maureen Sullivan, Lachlan MacDonald, Maria Duval,
Michael Linehan, Thomas Hickey and Fr Eric Nimmo

Collections for the weekend of 18 February 2018:
Offertory: £912.91 loose & 704.50 Gift Aided - total £1617.41
Second Collection: There was no second collection
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